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PREFACE. 



When an Author ventures to conununicate his reflec- 
tions to 4he Public, it is surely required of him, that 
ie at least should be convinced of the necessity as 
veil as the vakie of nrhat he has to offer. Candour 
demands that he should be actuated by no sinister or 
unwarthy motive ;r but that the governing principle of 
bis conduct should be a «mple desire to convey in- 
struction or amusement to maakind at lai;ge. And 
when he ventures to select tiie same field of moral 
observation and inquiry that others have previoudj 
ehosen ; when he prefeases to believe there yet remain 
many beauties unexplored in the same tract, and in- 
dulges the hope that he can throw a new and more 
pleasing light on truths which others have investigated 
before bim; it is justly asked on what ground' he rests 
his claim to public attention, and wl^ he conceives it 
necessary to add another to the countless multitude of 
^^hemeral productions. 



IV PREFACE. 

To the question, why the author has resolved on 
publishing his sentiments, he would briefly reply, that 
his determination has arisen from the firm conviction 
that such a work was still a desideratum to the mourner. 
Sustaining this character himself, by the removal of his 
nearest and dearest relatives, lie was induced, in his 
hours of solitude, to seek that sympathy, instruction, 
and support, which his situation required, from the pen 
of those who had written professedly on the subject. 
It is- true, that much which is kind, and useful^ and 
excellent^ is to be found in these little books ; but it Is 
equally ^ue, (at least so it , proved in his own case,) 
that no one, nor indeed all combined^ are exactly 
3uited to the wants and fears, the cares and sorrows, 
of the genuine mourner. He woiild desire fully to 
appreciate the valuable labours of those who have 
preceded him, but still he would consider '* A Tribute 
of Sympathy, addressed to Moumers^^ as desirable; 
and with parental fondness he would conceive the 
present little work calculated, in som^ measure, t0 
supply the existing deficiency. 

During a season of sorrow the mind is softened, and 
prepared to receive the instruction which may be 
derived from its present circumstances. But to gain 
access to the heart, to engage the attention, and awaken 
the judgment to the arduous duties which the afflicted 
are invited to perform, it is necessary that their sorrows 
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sbovid be sootbedt that their anguish should be re- 
spected, their feetiugs participated, their anxieties 
allayed) and their distress alleviated. The eye suffused 
with tears is iacapaUe ef perusing and deriving ad- 
volitage from the intrin»iGatty eawdlent, but frigid de- 
clamations of the uninterested observer* The wouaded 
heart must be healed, and the tearful eye must first be 
diied, by the tenderest sympathy, ere it can attend to 
the lessons of inatruetioni. The troubled bosom must 
be calmed, before it can be animated with the genial 
glow of resignation to the will of God, or be enabled 
to appropriate the important truths conveyed in this 
^oomy and mysterious providence; before it can apr 
.preciate the duties q>nnect&d with its situation, or 
roalke the prospects of mercy and comfort with which 
it is surrcHinded. And since the mind, oppressed with 
du^Oi wiU very soon become Duigiied with sin^ple 
arguittentative disquiiiitions, in which,, of^enftimes, it 
can scarcely feel an interest; it is devoutly to be 
wished^ that trvth should he conveyed in a style so 
pleasing and so chaste as to engage the understanding, 
wh^ It wins its way to the heart. And though the 
author laments aiost sincerely that his situation,, and 
omstaait professional engagements, disqualify him for 
the tasl^ of gratifying the refined taste of individuals, 
who may possibly heaeut' Mm with a perusal of his 
vs(^y yet he trusts that he has in some measure 

1* 



Vl PREFACE. 

succeeded in gaining a readier access to the heart, 
and in preparing it for the reception of truths which, 
in another form, might have heen probably overlooked. 
The circumstances of the mourner acquire a peculiar 
claim upon our tenderest regards. We are accustomed 
to feel compassion for every case of distress, and the 
hand of benevolence is readily outstretched for the 
relief of the indigent and the suffering poor. The sick 
and the miserable demand our attention, and all those 
comforts which a kind Providence has enabled us to 
bestow. Yet the mourner, in a much higher degree, 
is entitled to our sympathy. He has lost, perhaps, 
the friend in whom centered all his plans of earthly 
happiness, his every prospect is clouded by the gloom 
of desertion and despair, hope has abandoned a heart 
'ah*eady overwhelmed with grief, and there is none to 
comfort him. If, then, we can be interested by the 
tale of human wo, if we can be animated with the 
liveliest sympathy towards those whose distress results 
simply from present and bodily privation ; can we 
refuse to drop the tear of pity over the m^ital sufferer; 
can we withhold our exertions to impart relief, or 
conceive an object more worthy of our active benefi* 
cencel Hence it will be acknowledged, that every 
attempt to alleviate the sorrows of the afflict^, to 
iadminister comfort to the mourner, and lead him to 
the only source of solid peace^ is entitlod, in ^o^ far u 
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it ac<;omplishes this object^' to be reoeited witlr iadiid'^ 
gence. 

Such, indeed, has been the exckisive design of the 
author, in offering to other mourners those considera- 
tions which served to cahn his own mind, those brighi- 
ening prospects which led him forward to the glorioiis 
realities of an infinite and eternal w<M'ld, and thoie 
reflections which, he trusts, had a tendency to aoimate 
him to the love and service of God. in presenting his 
thoughts to the public, he has no interest to serve, no 
party views to promote, no favomrite dogmas to en** 
force ; hfs simple view is to administer consolation to 
the afflicted, and to lead them to make a fHroper 
improvement of • their sorrows. If he has failed in 
Bccomplishing this object, it has not been from want 
of sinoenty, of earnest desire, or of as great a devote- 
^ness to the pursuit, as his professional engagements 
would admit, but from incapacity. 

How far the present little work fulfils these inten- 
tions, must be left to the decision of an impartial 
censor : if the author must relinquish the atteiament 
of the good he has designed, he will still enjoy the 
satisfaction of having attempted what he conceived to 
be necessary, and if he shall have so far succeeded, as 
to administer to the comfort and improvement of such 
as are called to mourn for those who are translated 
ttom earth to heaven; if he may have the happiness 



4io> smooth the tborny pillow, to sdU ik0 troubled bo60ii}« 
to elevate the heart to God, and lead it to the oaly 
fouotain of peace and coAsolation; then will he indeed 
jrejoicQ ia the delighUid task he has undertaken, thea 
•will he render tlmnksgiving and praise to the gracious 
Hand which viailed hiin widi sufiering, in order to 
prepare him for this labour of love. He now desires 
to leave his Utde work in the hands of Him who alone 
can bless it; imploring, with humble fervency, that an 
Almighty Father would be graciously pleased to smile 
on this feeble attempt to promote the honour of his 
name and the glory of his kingdom: and that He 
wpold render it instrusaental in cheering and supporting 
the weary and the sorrowing* and in leading them to 
kimdfi as the m^ ^k^utcq ai comfort* That tfaos^ 
Jioart^brokan moturners into whosi^ hwnds this littk 
Treatise shall ftU,miiy share in the consolations of th^ 
Spirit of Grace, prays, with sinf^erest desire. 

Their obedient Servant, 

TII£ AUTHOR. 

Famkam, April 36, 1617. 
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In presenting to the Public a Fourth Edition of the 
Tribute of Sympathy, the author ha» only to expreif 
his unfeigned gratitude to AUnighty God, for the many 
testimonies he has received of the efficacy of his little 
work in administering consolation to the mourner; and 
to add, that having carefully revised it, previously to 
its going to the press, he hopes he shall have rendered 
the present edition more acceptable to his readers, 

Pamham^ 1824. 
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CHAPTER J. 

ON THE INDULGENCE OF GBIEF. 

Of allthe varied emptioos of which the .human 
miad u suse^ihle, that arising from the exer- 
cise of tympnihj^ or the capacity for sugaring, 
in ourselTefli the cares and sorrows of those 
af:oviid lis, is perhaps at once the most engaging 
and the most extensively useful. When once 
excited, the heart is expanded to the full opera- 
tion of the benevolent affections, and the most 
self-denying sacrifices are cheerfully made, in 
order to secure the happiness of its object. The 
high excitement of feeling occasioned by the 
exercise of this principle, is in itself so large a 
source of present pleasure, that we sometimes 
meet with individuals who glaringly obtrude 
their claims to its possession ; but with whom it 
is an ineffective stimulus to action, 

% 
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simply to their own gratification, and diverted 
from the obvious design for which it was im- 
planted in the human breast, viz, the alleviation 
of the sufferings of humanity. 

JVotwithstapding the powerful influence of 
envy, in narrowing the cirde of social kindness, 
yet, when this principle does not actively pre- 
dominate, it is not difficttk ^o joy with those wh6 
rejoice; and that heart must be cold indeed, 
which, in contenp5)lirti|if tfci» happiness of others, 
does not experience a kindred glow of satisfac- 
tion, which does not secvedy indulge a hope, 
that the present scene of pleasure may be long 
secured from the wititry air of affliction. But 
to participate the sorrow of 'friends, and truly 
to sympathize with their suffering, involves not 
only a present emotion of diisinterested benevo- 
lence, but a long train of active duties. Real 
sympathy willnever rest satisfied with ineffective 
good wishes, or the common routine of polite 
and unmeaning profession ; but it will seek to 
share the burden >vhich it is unable to remove ; 
it will enter into the feelings of the sufferer, and 
if it cannot dissipate the gloom with which the 
death of a beloved object has enveloped his 
every prospect, yet will it strive to illuminate 
the ^dark and silent hours of solitude and grief, 
by pouring in upon the mind the balmy ray of 
heavenly consolation, with which even the night 
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of deseirtioa may be cheered. They who hare 
fuffe^ed affliction, mast have experienced the 
reh^ obtained by the participation of their sor* 
rdWHs, and will readily acknowledge the powerful 
inflaenee of the affectionate voice of friendship, 
in ezhil»ting the sources of their consolation, 
sodthing their aehing hearts, moderating their 
boundless grief, and elevating their thoughts 
and desires tothitt kingdom whither their deadest 
friend has gone before them, and id noW enjoying 
the perfect felicities of that rest wheoee every 
tear is eternally banished. 

It is to this .office that thid fri^fid who now 
^dr^sses you would atipire. Like yourself, he 
has been visited with great distreto ; he has felt 
the want and has etperieaeed th<9 w^rth of a 
kind friend to whom he «k>uld confide Ida feelings ; 
particularly in those seasons of solitude and 
dedudion which are so earnestly deidred by the 
mourner ; but in which the mifid, left to prey 
upon itself, is too apt to indulge it* propensity 
to dwell on all the aggravating tiretmsUm6e$ of 
the present affliction, rather than on Uttb iMMele 
which has rendered it necessary, the h^md whidi 
has inflicted it) the deHgn with which it ie seat, 
or the blessing with which it is eneompasded. 
And although the voice of sympathy may be 
removed from him for a short time only, yet he 
finds that he requires its welcome accents to be 
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perpetmthf reit^nted in his ears, and its Taluable 
consolatioiis to be ever before his eyes. He 
needs the frequent repetition of the same cheer- 
ing truths, to preserve him from sinking into 
despondency ; and a constant review of the same 
alleviating circumstances, the same motives to 
resignation, the same enlivening promises, the 
same animating prospects. 

It is to remove this deficienqr in the hour of 
solitude, that the present address is undertaken. 
Sympathy alone has induced ihe author to per-^ 
sonate the character he bias drawn. He has 
been the possessor of peace and joy for a short 
time, even in this world of wo* He has had 
every wish of his heart gratified. He has proudly 
contented himself with his domestic happiness, 
equally careless of the little troubles and vexa- 
tions of the day, as of that beneficent hand 
which made his cup to run over with blessings. 
But he has been taught the vanity of reposing 
his hopes in the creature. A husband and a 
father, death has deprived him of every earthly 
comfort. One short month has witnessed the 
dissipation of his prospects, which be had 
lengthened out to an almost indefinite period. 
He has been called to mourn his folly and his 
loss, and has been left alone on this wilderness 
world, in order that he may learn, by dearly 
bought experience, the insufficiency of earthly 
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iresy tlie inttdbility of prudent seines of 
comfikt^ anil the perfect tmAoiolicy of tho BiMe 
to affonl peaee iumI tsonsobition to Ihe sgitattd 
miDuraer. He lias fouMl tkat the greatest affic^' 
tioiM coBFejr the most instractiire lesMiw Vf 
happiness, by demoti&tratii^ the real nature p£ 
the obfeets on which man places hts dependeane ; 
and fie hdpes that Ae following observatiow 
may pits/ve as cheering to others, as they were 
productiFO <^ sereaity to himself. 

Yes, my dear friend^ I irentttre to break ta 
upon your solitude with '^ A Tribute of Synpa* 
thy." Nor weald I interrupt your grief: i 
would weep with those that ^veep ; I woiddt 
mingle my tears' with yours, and duriiig the 
first transports of sorrow, I would only seek to 
participnEBte the agonizing feelings which over- 
whehtii you. Perhaps you are mourning ovet 
the decease of an aged parent, the guardiam 
and the guide of your youth, and the fond 
counseBor >ef your maturity. Or, death may 
have made dts first inroad on the family cirde, 
by snatching away a brother or a sister; aiid 
you may have been called to resign this endeared 
relative, at^n age when fraternal affection had 
been confirmed by the award of judgment, when 
the varied excellencies of the character were 
faUy expanded, and had proved it wordqr of 
your highest esteem. Your heart may have 

2» 
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been called to bleed over the remoml of a 
beiored child, the development of whose dawn- 
u^ faciiltiei you had careblty watched, and 
whom yott were anxiously training up in die 
admoniti<m of the Lord, and thus preparing for 
activity in his service. Or, to complete the 
climax of human wo, you may foe incoasi^ble 
for the loss of a fond husband, or an aflbctionate 
w^, one with whom yon had enjoyed mcuiy 
hours of happiness ; the partner of your cares 
and joys, your dearest constant companion, and 
yotur best friend. You are mourning a Icbhi 
which is severe mdeed, a loss which is irrepara- 
ble, and for which, too, you were probafofy on- 
prepared. The stroke may hkve been sudden ; 
a few days, or perhaps even a few hours, may 
have dispelled the enchanting prospect which 
was before yoo, and of whidiyou.had just hii^d 
to realize the pleasing illusions* 

Ton are unexpectedly removed from the 
'summit of human happiness, to the abyiM of 
human wo. And shall the silent eloqiiwnce of 
grief be denied you? Shall a measured and 
jrialosepkical sorrow be alone permitted ? Shall 
dbese affecftt^g appeals 6e made to the tenderest^ 
sensHiilities of your nature; and diall the ex- 
pression of suffering be contracted within limits,' 
to be defined by the eye of the moralist^ during 
a moment of calm self-complacency f-— No } the 
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heart kMwelli ito own UHemeii: nor cm Ab 
indiyidu&l who is anfy tkear^iealfy aequaisDedl 
with florrowy hgisble Ifti6 thou^ts, die ftefiags, 
and die aetaona of Urn -vffe ia tarfaai aflided* 
' Cfaristaaoitj ddes not reqmie diia amtaaufsal 
reatniiitt ; but diatiaietlf teochm, that nffiitiwi 
for the preaent <^ k net jofrntm, but gnereaa." 
The attent apathy of tbe atoie is perfieefly inooD* 
aiatent with the ezerciae cf Christiaa Corlitiide. 
The faeaitleaB obedieaBe of tiv aafteUag diffora 
moat «8BeBtiafiy fiom tke reaigaatiaii •of the 
feeUe biit smea^ Chriatian. it is no arguaaeat 
ia favioar of the jloaaeaBioa and inflaenoa of 
Christian priadpte, toiear wUh mdmimiom ioaaea 
aad 9aSkamg which we do not feeL Thia indeed 
evinces only calpaUe iadiffereace to the ereata of 
God'a providenee, and to the partaeidar design 
with ivhicfa £re baa seen fit to iCorreet iia : itiathe 
offspring of lau'elessneaa aad cotatempt, rather 
than -the e^reaaibn of resignation. It ia pro* 
Toking the anger of artghteoiis Giod, fay refaung 
to listen to flta imce, who speaks nuMre power* 
folly and enei^icafly to the heart tbroiigh the 
median) of afflietiea), than man can do, by all the 
powen ofabitract reafaning. It is incurring the 
judgment denounced against those *' who have^ 
not grieved," when He had afflicted them — *^\ who 
have refused to receive c<Mrrection," when He 
had consumed them*—'' who bare made their 
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tBeden taMrder dHM a rdck, and bave refiis^d to 

fiiAro^ titoii^ n»mteiMit)r te the dHMtenuqt 
hand ef CM n to cteaify pointed out as diBiddas^ 
iBg t9 Hms it surely fottows^ that to fad thbst 
MBBiibfy the n^oind ife has inffiitted^ and totsx** 
|nieas thatf eteiitog^ is not itaprB|iier in itself, thoufh 
it may hecbme so nvhen excesAFe in degree. 
Wee^ ^ok Ai^ t^f dear friend; induce jour 
sorrow ; hiy-qien th^ t^cesses of your at^faing heart 
to the hosoiti of friendship, «iiid more e^ecially 
anfce them hnoMrn to that Friend who has 
tfiastened you fior yoinr f9refit. ReooUect, that 
yon o^e never loss alone linii i^hen alone. God 
hi etpery wb^re present, and ready to affi>lrd cbii*^ 
solation and supfiort to tbose who caH upon him. 
His pH'OTidence watches over ail: he makes his 
siili to rise apon the c^ril and the good; he is 
acqaainted with the sera-ets of your heart; he 
sees your distress ; he waks to be gracious ; he 
is isfisiteiy wise to guide and direct, and kind 
and beneficent, as weU as unKntited in abihty, to 
give you peace and joy. It is his deHght te dweU 
with the humble and contrite heart, to reyive the 
Spirit of the hamble, to be present with his peo- 
ple in their affliction, to put undernealh them his 
everlasting arms, and sustain them under the 
pressure of the greatest misfortunes. 

* Jer. ▼. 3. 
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When his flttrants, in the day« of Ndbaehid- 
nezzar, refused to infringe the laws of the Lord 
their God» and were cast into the fnmaee of ftre, 
he exinbited his power to save/ and his dehfhl 
to support them in suffering, by his presence ; tc9 
'' there were seen four men walkiiig in the midsl 
of the fire, who had no hurt : and the finrm of the 
fourth was like unto the Son of €}cd/'* Aad, 
although we do not now expect the same TisiUo 
interference and miraculous preservation, we are 
aBsure4 that the people of God are equaUj hit 
p9culiar caref that it is his delight to be doing 
them good, and that he is ever nigh iinto them 
hj bis Word and by his Spirit* Hii ear ik open 
to their cry » this almighty Friend is always ae« 
cessible ;. he is i^ilting to listen to their complaints, 
and he has the power tp sooth their smvows. 
Come then to this Frigid, und pour out yonr heart 
before l^iip : detail all yo.ur cares^ and seek t^ 
obtain t\^ benefit which he has intended : trust 
yourselves and your all in his hands, and then 
you shall find that he is a very present help in 
trouble | that, in opening your heart unto him, 
the severity of your grief ^as been mitigated ; and 
that you have in heaven a F|!iend who lovelh at 
all times, a Friend more certainly endeared than 
the nearest and most p^ect human relation. 

* Dm. ui. 25. 
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Our Lotd Je9iis Gkrist bimseb? kas I^ U8> an 
exaiii^ of a rek) moiMmer f he was iad^ ^' a 
man of sorrows, ahd acquainted wilk grief." it 
is reeorded of him, that he weptcvFer the gmire 
i>f Lasarus, and thai, because he tored him. He 
does not rebuke the tears of the bereaved rela- 
tives, though he strives to comfort them; and, so 
(ar from affording to his foUowers ail example of 
uhinoved suffering, '* be is troubled," he.< 'groaned 
in his spirit ;" yea, he drops the tear of sympathy 
and affection over the deceaseds* Jesus was a 
mourner hfera kiBlaw, and he has smoothed t^e 
rugged }tath of sorrow, byledviiii^ us aii ^zampb* 
tlot of uiiyieldihg indifference, but of submission 
to the will of his heaveiily Father, and of the re- 
lief bountifully protided fof ^ sufferer, in^veep^ 
ing over his lojss*. And atthough it is not now thi^ 
first concern of our Lord and Saviotir, to i-edall 
to earth the object of his soUeitude^ y^t the bodies 
of his people are his peculiaf; charge, and he wiH 
raise them up at the last day taglory,,and hoiidiir, 
ahd immortahty. 

. This idea beautifully illustrates kU divine com- 
passion ; ^\ for we have not an High Priest which 
cannot be touched with the feeling of our infir- 
mities : but who was in all points tempted like 
fts we aire^ yet without siii."f He knows the 

* John iQi. 33. t Heb. iv. 15. 
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A» ;baart overflowiB with pity, awl i« expMdf4 
tawBidg yoift. In aU the fiihiaM of ^odbemiQg ffier 
and dgring loins; fM are imt^rMtei kk tm c^mr 
passionate regards, and he seeks to allure you to 
himself. He invites you to east yout burden 
upon him, and is only seeking, by this light afflio- 

:tiptt, ^ jrwjqJl ypux wm^d^r?!!^ nflfectipqs frotm t\^ 

jgreiatari?, iw»i to withir^W ^ojj^r. etrw^ .fpotstejps 
frpm the.tftcei^jxi fr^«fe of tim§ api sorrpw, to 
^he mi^fy'me puwmt j«f suMantjal good. He 
^eks t^% tk» h^art way be spft^n^d and ren- 
deri^d ^<?,c^9^ibl$ ; and h§ appears, not as a God 
of judgment, but of mercy-«--chastising, \i^t ip 
lover-afflicting^ but from the purest compassion 
— and supporting with the richest consolations. 
He sees, he feels your sorrow-^e hastens to your 
relief — ^he interposes his cheering presence, his 
animating voice. He says, << Weep not,*' and 
proclaims himself as the " resurrection and the 
life." Yes ! he comes to you in the endearing 
character of friend ; he calms your agitatjied bosom 
by his sympathy, he comforts by his Spirit, sup- 
ports by his grace, and leads your thoughts 
onward to that glorious period of immortality 
and peace, when you shall be re-united to your 
lost relative, in realms of unfading bliss; and 
shall associate with his glorified spirit, now trans- 
formed into the image of your mutual Redeemer, 
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IB weribing all tbe flerj of your nltailicMi and 
i^fUftmi leHbky to the *' Idunb that was akio." 
Oar great High Pl^iest aild Advocate sliH lires 
and nagiM to make iaterceanaii Soar iia; he is 

^Almighty to rule «nd oommand." 

" Let U8 therefore come boldly unto the tfahme 
dr grace, that We aiay obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help ita timid of need**** Let us com* 
mune with our own hearts, and with this idmigfaty 
Saviour, that We may liiiten to his voice, and 
obey lus word^ and foUoW him Whithersoever he 
leadeth* 

• fleb. iv. 16. 
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CHAPTER II. 

ON THE MODERATION OP GRIEF. 

Christianity does not forbid its disciples to 
mourn; but rather sanctions the expressions of 
grief, occasioned by the loss of friends, when 
viewed as the consequence of sin generally, as 
the result of our own carelessness and folly, and 
as forming a part of that probationary disci{dine 
which is designed to prepare us for another and 
a better world. Grace does not destroy, but 
simply regulates nature; it does not supersede 
the affections or forbid their influence, but only 
moderates and directs their exercise. 

Could we distinctly view every object and 
event through the chastened medium of Chris^ 
tianity, there would be no danger in the indul^ 
gence of grief : there would be no ftor of offending 
God by weeping over the loss of those blessings 
which he has conferred, together with all capa-* 
city for their enjoyment : there would be no 
necessity to restrain the exercise of those affec- 
tionate sympathies which he has implanted in 
our bosoms, as the source of many of our |>lea- 

' 3 
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sureSy and the principle upon which mudii and 
that the most admirable part of our conduct, is 
grounded* 

The feeble glimmering light of nature is in- 
sufficient to guide our affections or actions. The 
objects we perceive through this medium are so 
distorted by prejudice, so deceptive by their 
energetic appeal 1^ our feelings and passions, 
that our judgment is rendered vacillating and 
uncertain; and we become incapable of forming 
a correct estimate of their real nature, and of 
their respective combinations and affinities; or 
of the results to which they lead. But the torch 
of divijie truth enables us to discover the way in 
which we should walk ; it unmasks prejudice, de- 
velops the secret influence of feeling, dispels the 
mists of error, and, by its clear and steady radi- 
ance, safely guides and invigorates the sincere 
inquirer ; discloses to him the bidden treasures 
of hope, , and regulates his conduct by its own 
unerring laws. We no longer walk in darkness 
and uncertainty, but are enabled to descry the 
dangers we must avoid, as well as the object we 
must pursue, and the means by which it may be 
attained. 

The Christian mourner is not left in doubt as 
to the limits which should define his sorrow : for, 
although we must rejoice at the present, eternal, 
cmd unfading happiness of the spirit of the der 
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parted Christian, and the infinite and incalculable 
value of the exchange he has made; yet to 
mourn for the dead, and more particularly for 
those who die in the arms of their Lord, is a duty 
which nature and affection demand — which is 
perfectly compatible with the purest influence of 
religion, sanctioned by the example of eminent 
saints, and required by God himself. Abraliam, 
that faithful servant of the most high God, 
noumed for Sarah. <* Abraham came to mourn 
for Sarah, and to weep for her." So did Jacob 
for his son Joseph, and Joseph and his brethren 
for their father Jacob.* Instances might be 
multiplied ; but the bare mention of these is 
enough to prove, that to mourn was not incon^ 
sisterit with their patriarchal piety and primaeval 
simplicity. Indifference to the death of the 
righteous has been plainly reproved by the Spirit 
of Truth, who declares that " the righteous 
perisheth, and no man layeth it to heart."t It 
is not then sorrow in itself, but its excessive in- 
dulgence, which is to be avoided by the Christian; 
for ^' godly sorrow worketh repentance to salva- 
tbn not to be repented of."| 

It is indeed true that affliction, is grievous to 
be borne; and it is equally true, that the ravages 
of intemperate grief intercept our views of the 

^ * 6«n. xxiii. 2 ; zxxvii. 34 ; 1. 10. t Im. )tu. 1. ' 

UCor.vu. 10. 
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Great Disposer of all events and of the hearts of 
men, becloud our prospects of eternity, depress 
the spirits, shrivel and contract the heart into the 
coldest selfishness, and impair the health of the 
body. Grief is a passion which requires the great* 
est watchfulness ; for its influence steals upon 
us insensibly, under the disguise of positive duty ; 
and acquires the power of expanding itself to an 
almost indefinite extent, till it has so occupied 
the heart, that there is great danger lest it should 
overwhelm us, and prevent our deriving those 
advantages from affliction which our merciful 
Father has intended* Hence it is enjoined that 
Christians should moderate their sorrow: *' My 
son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, 
nor faint when thou art rebuked of him.''* Ex- 
cessive sorrow is combined in the same precept 
with that hardness of heart which refuses to be 
softened, and to feel under the chastening hand 
of God. We are commanded not to faint ; hence, 
sorrow should be so moderated as not to interfere 
with the discharge of the private duties of reli- 
gion. It should bring us ^to God more humbly, 
more intimately, and more devoutly, rather than 
alienate us from him. If we indulge the soft 
luxury of grief, our minds will become enfeebled 
ibr religious duties ;^ we shall be compleljely ab>> 

* ProY. iii. U* 
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Mrbed in contempiirting the occasion of o«r fioi^ 
irow, and we shall scarcely lift from the heart one 
aspiration of praise to Him who doth aO things 
well. 

Perhaps we have lost an olgect which we loved 
with idolatrous affection. Almighty God has 
Ee&k fit to remove that which rivalled the posses- 
sion of our hearts ; how careful should we be^ 
that we do not embrace another idol— 4hat we 
do not supply the vacuity death has made in our 
affections, by yielding ourselves to the uncon* 
trolled, dominion of that sorrow which ** werketft 
death!" The eyes of the world are fixed upon 
professors of religion, especially on those who are 
removed from the obscurity of humble life : and 
it expects now to perceive the influence of those 
animating and consoling .truths which had been 
so frequently extolled. It does not expect to find 
them without a refuge from the storm, a prey to. 
the influence of ungoverned passion, and over^ 
whelmed by the agony of despair. It does not 
expect to find tliem sullenly complaining, or in* 
deed silently suffering what they know to be' in^ 
evitabkj as if it resulted from a fatal necessity, 
governed by chance^ or directed by the wildest 
caprice. It will not even grant those allowances 
which the infinite variety of natural temper and 
disposition, and of the strength of the intellectual 
powers, appears to demand. It will require thair 

3* 
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the influence of the principles they profess, and 
the doctrines they believe, shall heexemplified in 
ikeir conduct: it will expect that their minds 
shall be calmed by a consideration of the good- 
ness of God, and the equity of his government ; 
by his wisdom, and his gracious designs towards 
his children; by a prospect of that rest which 
remaineth for the people of Grod; and by a firm 
reliance on his promise, that all events shall ad- 
vance the best interests of those who love him. 
It will expect that they will cheerfully resign, 
when he calls for it, their dearest earthly comforts, 
without murmuring ; and that, on the whole, they 
will evince a peaceful serenity of temper in the 
most distrei^sing circumstances. Religion is in* 
deed much exposed to contempt by the immo- 
derate sorrow of these who profess their belief 
of its truths. If, says the objector, its mild pre* 
cepts, i);s ausimating hopes, its supporting pro- 
mises, and its consoling anticipations, so fre* 
quently the subject of discussion in the peaceful 
hour of prosperity, be i];isufBcient to support the 
mourner under the immediate loss of his relatives 
and friends, surely these can be of little value; 
and the ^consolations of philosophy are equally 
importajit* If religion and its hopes and joya be» 
as they are represented, an all-satisfying good, 
how is it that he is so overwhelmed with sorrow 
at the loss of one who has entered into his rest» 
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and wIlOy by bis removal, has rendered eartb less 
pleasing, and bas engaged bis affections more 
explusirely in heairen f He has one attasbment 
the fewer to the world, and he possesses an ad- 
ditional attachment to bearen ; whence, by his 
own principles, his religious pleasures should 
shortly be increased. To be thus absorbed in 
sorrow, manifestly indicates inconsistency with 
the possession of such cheering doctrines, and 
evinces that he does not really believe the truths 
he pertinaciously contends for, oft that they are 
not in their nature and influence such as they 
are asserted to be. Thus, in fact, the prejudices 
of the irreligious are strengthened on every side ; 
and surely Christians should be doubly careful, 
lest they oppose the influence of Christianity, by 
placing obstacles to its reception in the way o£ 
others. 

The followers of our ascende4 Saviour are 
commanded not to sorrow '^ even as others, 
which have no hope," and are poin^^d to one 
grand source of consolation ;;. *' for if we believe 
that \^m^ died and rose again*, even so th^m 
also which sleep in Jesus wi}) God bring, with 
him*''* Here is a positive injunction thiat Chris- 
tians should moderate their grief; and a most 
powerful reason is anne^ii^jed; for,, if we believe 

*l'The88.iv. 13^.14, 
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tiie ftDMfauneiifttl trutlw of tlie Bible, we ims a»> 
8wed that thedisembodiectspuritof the deoettsed 
orer whom affection sheds its fondest tear, is 
fMD inftniiely happier than on earth ; it would 
not exchange its present peace for liie cares and 
sorrows it has just quitted, for all the world calls 
good or great* From the enjoyment df such 
present felicity we would not wish to recall him 
whom we have lost : our thoughts are led forward 
to the happy period, when we, if the people of 
God, shall join the chorus of the redeemed ; and 
unite with his glorified spirit, in ascribing << glory, 
honour, and blesnng to Him that sitteth on the 
tlurone, and to the Lamb for ever." 

Again, the Christian remembers that every 
event is under the superintendence of God ; and 
that, from whatever immediate source the present 
affliction may appear to spring, still it originates 
with Infinite Wisdom, and is directed in its 
period, and in all its circumstancesj by Infinite 
Love. He knows that he is in the hands of a 
merciful and faithful Creator, and trusts in his 
power and goodness, though he cannot distinctly 
trace that hand which governs even the minutest 
event. There are many natural phenomena, of 
which ^e cannot possibly fathom the rationale; 
but we are assured that these are influenced by 
laws as definite as any others with which we are 
more intimately acquainted. We cannot attempt 
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to trace the footsteps of Omtiipotence ; our eon- 
stricted capacities are incapable of discovering 
the ways of Providence ; but we are happy in the 
assurance that the powers of Omniscience are 
engaged in fixing and preserving in its order 
every occurrence. The Lord of heaven and 
earth sees, and knows, and governs all things-— 
the motion of an atom and a world : and though 
we are ignorant of his designs, we may safely 
<^nfide in Him who does and will direct all con- 
tingencies. 

** I was dumb, I opened not my mouth, be- 
cause thou didst it," is the language of humble 
and submissive confidence. While nature weeps, 
the Christian remembers that every painful event 
has been appointed by omniscient goodness; 
and while the silent tear steals down his grief- 
worn cheek, he will not be utterly cast down ; 
he will review the mercies which have fi>llowed 
him all the days of his life ; and perceiving that 
those events which he now esteems his greatest 
blessings, were painful in their nature, he will 
come and make his complaint to God, and not 
to man. While his heart and eye tend upwards 
to the sky, he will not be in danger of excessive 
sorrow; for he will supplicate a gracious Father 
with deep humility, for the sinful cause which 
has rendered affliction necessary, and yet with 
filial confidencci assured that he will not lay 
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upon bim a burden heavier than he can bear; 
assured that in due time, when Ai$ gracious 
design shaU have been accomplished,^ will 
give him peace, and deliver him from every 
distress. These considerations will prove suf- 
ficient to excite him to assuage his grief. He 
dares not murmur, or call in question the good- 
ness or the justice of God; for he invites his 
children to pour out their requests unto him ; 
and though in great mercy he sees fit frequently 
to deny them what they ask, yet he always 
giveth liberally, and gires exactly, not that 
which may be most pleasing, but which wUl be 
best for them in the present and a future worUU 
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CHAPTER m. 

ON EXCESSIVE SORROW. 

It is not easy to define the precise limits wlwre 
every kind and degree of sorrow becomes ez« 
cessive; for a moment's reflection wiU convince, 
that exporessions of ^ief, wUch oatare and 
religion both demand and allow under the 
Severe sufferings to wludi humanity is exposed, 
would be uqustifiable and sinful under the 
lighter eares and perplexities of daily Ufe* 
There are many persons who view their own 
trials through a magnifying medium : they un* 
justly trace out aggravating circumstances, which 
a fond selfishness alone can discover, and thus 
endeavour to excuse their impatience, by the 
supposed weight of suffering under which they 
labour. 'They conceive their affliction to be 
more severe than ever was intended by its 
Author $ and, unaccustomed to the yoke, they 
vainly imagine that no burden is equal to theirs, 
and believe that <Aar complaints may lawfully 
exceed the bounds prescribed for othevs. Yet 
it is manifest, that the same indulgence of grief 
cannot be allowed to the sufferings of unsubdued 
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passion, as to those real mourners who are borne 
down with the weight of their sorrows, and with 
a humbling sense of God's justice and mercy 
in their infliction — ^to those whom God hath 
wounded in the tenderest relations, and who 
feel the full extent of human wretchedness. 

Some allowance must be made for natural 
disposition, and the peculiar texture of individual 
minds. Let not one pride himself on his sub- 
mission to afflictive providence, when in truth 
his equanimity afises from the absence of those 
acute feelings which constitute the man of quick 
sensibility. Let not that be termed patience, 
which consists in indifference ; nor suffer that to 
be extolled as a virtue, which is a mere gift of 
nature, or the offspring of a mind well trained 
and disciplhied in the depths of abstract reason* 
ing, and rendered less susceptible of the acute 
feelings a more lively imagination would experi- 
ence. Nature has cast some minds in a sterner 
.mould; their perceptions are correct* — ^their as- 
sociations few and .accurate-*--tbeir judgment 
firm — ^their sensibilities obtuse; while she has 
endowed others with a greater degree of vivacity, 
quick and inaccurate perception, lively and un- 
limited association, and a judgment too fre- 
quently influenced, and even carried away, by 
the acuteness of their feelings. In characters so 
unlikci-the expression of sorrow will be different 
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in degree, and dissimilar in kind. That khtow 
which wouM be excessive, and therefore sinful^ 
in the former character,^ may be safely allowed 
to the latter. In . either case, the principal di£» 
ferenee will consist in the external expreiricu of 
grief; and there will still remain certain pre* 
cepts, whereby the heart of each may alike b« 
tried and regulated. These wUl apply to lUl $ 
and each indiTidual may thius fbrm a judgment 
for himself, far more easily than those who 
frame their o{Hnion from external appeiircupces* 
What Aen • is the tendency of your grief f 
Does it lead your heart to God, or alienate you 
from him f Does it engage your thoughts and 
affections principally on the circmnstances qt 
the affliction which lias, befallen you, or on the 
gracious desigp with which it has been comnaia- 
sioned f When the Almighty extends hip ehlUh 
temng arm, h is to remind us that he is our 
chief good, to abstract our hearts from objects 
of inferior momei]|t, or to purify and fit us for a 
closer walk with 1^ here, and for more intimate 
comniunion with him hereafter^ This design . 
tan alone be effected by our returning to him in 
sincerity, ecMiestly striving, that we may be 
more entirely devpted to his serrice, that our 
h^rts may be more expanded by a SaviourV 
lovot and that our affections may be animated 
isith the desire of lining to his glory* 

4 
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Are you anxious to view all your trwis in this 
light, and to come to God, and to him alone, for 
comfort and support ? Do you delight to have, 
your thoughts much with him, pray to him, and 
diligently strive that the end for which affliction 
wa^ designed, may be accomplished in you? 
Or ' do you rather fondly dwell on the value of 
the' blessing you have lodt, and still concentrate 
your affections on that gift which a merciful God 
has seen fit to remove? Do you rather excite 
the mind to the recollection of past scenes of 
liappifl^s^ so fondly and so properly endeared 
to memory-«-^to youi^ prospects of earthly plea*- 
sure, withered by the chilly gale of premature 
mortality, and to your present forlorn condition, 
while you lose sight of the hand of God i Then 
is your sorrow excessive, for it is opposed to the 
will of heaven, and you are suffering without 
the possibility of appropriating those clieering 
equsolations which are provided for tlie humble 
'mburner. 
Sut again» 

'' There's mercy iit evety pkcd ; 

And mercy, encouraging thought, 
Gives even a^iction a grace. 
And reconciles man to hia lot.*^ 

ttekice, I50h*o# Ibeieomes eidftlssive) When we 
forget the goodness of God diisplayed in the 
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expressions of his mercy and his love, which we' 
have enjoyed — ^which we even now participate; 
and are looking forward to the full disclosure of 
his merciful intentions towards us. The ways 
of God do indeed sometimes seem marked with 
«ieverity. He knows oar whole hearts better 
than we do ourselves ; and of ail possible things 
in this world, he does that whidi is most adapted 
to make us feel. Probably, when you examine 
the present affliction, you will find that the 
stroke is such, whether you consider the person, 
the period, the place, and a hundred circum* 
stances and associations, past or then expected i 
and thus will you trace the design of God, and 
obtain a consciousness that no other hand could 
have inflicted it. 

Nothing can be more erroneous than the in- 
dulgence of suspicions concerning the goodness 
of God. He is a righteous governor ; his conduct 
is not directed by arbitrat'y cajfH'ice, nor is it the 
offspring of envy, since *' justice and judgment 
are the establishment of his thrope."* '' But 
God is also love.^^i His gracious determination 
to secure our happiness, and fix it on a perma- 
nent basis, gives existence to those very events, 
which we ^re sometimes disposed to construe 
into acts of unkindness, and deplore as pregnant 

* Psa. Lcuiz. 14. 1 1 John iv. 9. 
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with the greatest erSs. This assuraBce* there* 
foitef should lead us to bow to his dispeiisations, 
not only because they, are on our part quite 
unavoidable; but mftmimDe^, under a convie- 
tion, that if we **^ love him, and are the ealled 
according to his purpose, all things will work 
together for our good."* When the stftam is 
dried up, our condition is not hopeless nor cheer* 
less, if we have constant access to thefouniaint 
and find it always overflowing with good. When 
the creature interposes between Ood and us« 
and we cannot contemplate the former for the 
latter, surely it is not unkind that he should 
remove the intervening vail, in order that he 
may acquire his own perfect right, and at the 
same time that we may be made sufastantia^y 
and pernlanently happy. 

Besides, are there no circumstances of alle« 
viation f Is it the worst possible evil that has ' 
befallen you f and is every aggravating associa* 
tion concentrate in this one event f Perhaps - 
you may be ii^^lined to answer in the affirmative. 
But inquire whether it might >not have been 
worse with you ; whether, instead of your present 
pleasing hope of the immediate happinesfs of 
your deceased friend, you might not have been 
harassed with doubtd, and fears, and apprehen* 

* Rom. viii. 38. 



ON EXCESSIVE SORROW. , 41 

810110 respecting his safety; whether your ex- 
f>ectation «f being one day re-united around the 
throne of God, might not have been involved in 
the uncertainty of your own ^tate, and of your 
prospects of future blessedness ; and, if these 
consolations be absent, whether you might not 
have been in the same situation with your lost 
relative, have passed the boundary of time, and 
have been reduced to that state, where you 
would be alike incapable of entering into the 
joys, as of preparing for the services of eternity) 

Religion can trace mercy and comfort, even 
in the darkest hour; and her chaste rays, re- 
flected from the pages of inspiration, will render 
pervious the thickest gUxmi, since she exhibits 
present good and future /joy as the result of 
present suffering improved. It is not only in 
our actual circumstances that we trace the good- 
ness of God, but in their ultimate and more 
remote results ; since these form a part of that 
discipline which is to prepare us for a future 
happy existence in a world of everlasting bliss ; 
and to lose sight of all these alleviating circum- 
stances, is as unbecoming the character of the . 
Christian, as it is offensive to the Majesty of 
heaven. 

Unrepressed and intemperate grief leadls us- 
to distrust the faithfulness and love of the Magt^ 
Highf fo call in question his justice^ Iq arraign 

4* 
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Jus iHTovidenee : and tkis dbcoBteat is fostered 
in our bosoto, corroding ev^ comfort, distort- 
ing all our views, and sapping the foundations 
of oui* peace. When we first deviate from the 
Aarrow path of rectitude, the gradations of error 
are so frequent and imperceptible, that we are 
conducted to a labyrinth of uncertainty, before 
we are aware that we have quitted the way of 
truth; and when once lost* it is with the utmost 
difficulty we can regain ouir former positions^ 
It is not ai once, but gradually, that we are 
induced to entertain doubts concerning the wis- 
dom «uid justice of God. We should shriidt at 
first from the decided avowal of such a condu^ 
sjon; the mind must be prepared for it, by the 
Blow and silent, but constant and equable opera* 
tion of minor suspicions, which ultimately lead 
to this unhappy result. Shart-Hghied inkUed 
may indeed be at a loss to discover a reason 
why this particular afiliction is necessary, and„ 
from being disafqK>inted in the search, may be 
induced to imagine that there tOM no cau$e; and 
lietween this avowal and the immediate distrust 
of God's goodness and faithfulness, the gradation 
is so gentle, that the latter is early presented to 
the mind. This sentiment, rejected at first with 
aversion, begins to be tolerated, from the unva- 
ried repetition of the same image ; is then enter* 
^ined with conlplaceaf^y ; and, finally, received 
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fter a legftimate coaGii»t<»i. This step once 
gained, we can readily unagine how the heart 
will hjet drawn aside, and suffer itself to disbelieve 
the oth^ attributes of the Deity, and to doubt, 
his wisdom, and power, and love. The peace 
of the trembled bosom is destroyed; andpeevisb^ 
nesB,^ discontent, and fretfulness, are the conse- 
quence. The temper is soured, because the 
mind is exposed to a constant source of irrita- 
tion, with no balm to sooth the ang^ passions, 
or calm the aching hearts How watchful should 
we be against the first beginnings c^ evil, since 
we perceive how easily sorrow may become 
excessive, and how certainly it will then hurry 
us away into a thousand inconsistencies, which 
the geliitts of Christianity bluriies to acknow^ 
ledge. 

This error nmy be committed by taking paint 
to provoke and re^xcite our grief, by a careful 
'recapitulation of circumstances which are in* 
finitely dear to memory, till they become too 
exquisitely painful to be borne. The first trans- 
ports of sorrow, who would venture to oppose ^ 
Nature attempts her own . relief, by these ex- 
pre^ions of the wqunds she has received ; but 
grief has a niituTal tendency to exhaust its own 
violence; the feelings become less aci«te from 
&tigue ; andf the. grikdiial waste and expenditure* 
of their ener^, at length brings the mind to a 
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State of tolerable composure. Christian principle 
should now be invited to confirm what nature 
has effected, for this state of quiescence is only 
the prelude to a storm. The diminished excit- 
ability of the mourner will soon be recruited, 
and his sufferings will be felt with redoubled 
violence. Nothing short of Christianity and its 
animating hopes can render permanent the calm, 
by exchanging the quietude of exhausted power 
for the peace and serenity of religious consolation.^ 
Instead, however, of having recourse to this 
powerful principle, we may, with all the ingenuity 
of self-torture, busily engage ourselves in stimu* 
lating the languid feelings, and goading the 
already fluttering heart to increased action, by 
the detail and recollection of every painful asso- 
ciation connected with this sad event. Chris* 
tianity demands not that we should be forgetful 
of the dear comfort we have lost, but that'we 
should contemplate the affliction through the 
m^ium of revelation ; and that we should stU"? 
dipusly endeavour to engage the mind with th^ 
blessings designed, and the consolations provided 
for the humble sufferer, rather than allow it ta 
become the prey of its own mournful images. 

By the indulgence of excessive grief, the 
health is decidedly endangered. It is difficult to 
define the mature of the tonnexion vi^Iiich subsists^ 
between the mind and the bod^ ; our knowledge^ 
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respectifig it is almost entirely limited to an 
acquaintance with the effects produced by their 
reciprocal action. Although the exicRtence of 
this sympathy may be denied by those who {dead 
for the unrestrained indulgence of thdr sorrow, 
yet nothing can be more certain. We see every 
day the one suffering with the other— ^he mam- 
festations of mind enfeebled by disease, and the 
animal economy materially disturbed by dig* 
orders of the mind. It is well knoWn how ia« 
staotaneottsly joy or grief will pall the appetite $ 
that it is impossible to cure many derangements 
of the animal system, whikt any cause of mental 
irritation exists; and that many mahdies are 
immediate^ produced by the influence of de- 
pressing passions. The indulgence of excessive 
grief, then, is by no means innocent^ since, al- ' 
though its immediate effects may be escaped, it 
toaj still lay the foundation of insidious disease, 
which, though long protracted, may in the end 
terminate fatally. Nor is this caution unneces- 
sary ; for many mourners practise a kind of self- 
deception, by allowHig themselves to believe 
their health is not endangered, provided no imr 
niedifttely serious ravages are perceptible to 
themselves, while yet their strei^th is visibly 
declining. It is true, the vigour thus impaired 
may be recovered, and that quickly ; yet care is 
necessary : and when we recollect, that in tba 
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code of laws to which we profess to yield obedi* 
ence, there is a eommand which says, " Thou 
shalt ijot kill ;'' . and reflect that every prohibition 
implies a positive injunction; we must surely 
allow that such a precept requires that all lawful 
means be assiduously employed for the preser- 
vation of our own life, as well as the lives of 
others. 

Life is desirable; during its rapid progress 
our eternal destiny is fixed ; and when the body 
can no longer be inhabited, the immortal spirit 
which actuated it, is immediately translated to 
the enjoyment of exquisite pleasure or endless . 
punishment. It is rendered sensible of the ex- 
haustless treasures of infinite love, or of the 
deserved anger of a just and holy God. This 
gives to life its chief value : now is the accepted 
time, now is the day of grace ; and are we yet 
prepared to die ? ^ith what thankfulness should 
we enjoy, with what care should we cherish, life 
and health, until we gain substantial evidence 
that we are ripening for an inheritance with the 
saints in light, until we enjoy a pleasing hope of 
eternal felicity! ' 

And even supposing that,^on this head, we are 
as completely at rest as was the Apostle > Paul, 
when he said, '^ to die is gain,'* alluding to him- 
self; yet we should remember, that, connected 
with this expression, is the assertion, ^^ for me 
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to live is Christ."* We cannot be said to live 
to Christ, if we do not embrace every opportunity 
of employing the talents we possess in offices of 
piety, and the various and constantly increasing 
duties of disinterested benevolence. The Chris* 
tian's IS an active life ; he is called to do good, 
and to glorify God. How many are there whose 
earthly happiness materially, if not essentially, 
depends upon us ! how many whose sorrows we 
may dooth, whose burdens we may contribute to 
fiupport, whose miseries may be lessened, whose 
ignorance may be dispelled, whose happiness 
may be enhanced by our exertions ! Performed 
on right principles, these things are acceptaUe 
to Christ; and we should t'ecollect, that it is 
only daring the short uncertain space of life 
that we shall enjoy an opportunity of pleasing 
^od in this way^ and of being thus useful to 
ethersw 

The same may b6 observed with regard' to 
the eternal interests of our fellow-men. The 
H^ht of truth dispels the darkness, by #hich the 
Xirod of this world rules ; and Christians should 
fihine as lights in the world, pointing out the 
way to glory. How impenetrable the gloom by 
whieh we are surrounded ; and how inadequate, 
libw comparatively feeble and glimmering is, the 

* Pha. i. ai. 
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fidot light emitted by the followers of jam Re-^ 
deemer ! Let us not be among those who vo^* 
lontaiily extinguish 4heir light, ot put their 
candle under a bushel; tet us rather most care- 
fully preserve our health, as the choicest earthly 
blessing. May we be quickened by the love of 
Christ, and according to his holy precept and 
example, dihgently difiuse the light of life, by 
our words, our spirit, and our conduct ! 

But again, a degree of sorrow which has 
escaped the foregoing limitations, may become 
excessive'by its protraction. It is not pretended 
that sorrow or mourning shmild have a limited 
duration, and that regret for the loss of the dear 
objects of our fond esteem should quickly find . 
atermination^ This^ indeed, would seem to be 
the isffect of lightly etieeming the dmstisements 
of the Almighty ; or to arke from the want of 
proper affection for the deceased, whose loss we 
<sease to deplore because we do not feeK This 
would be highly inconsistent with the Chrkitian 
character* But it is distinctly asserted, that a 
degree of wrraWy which might fmrly be allowed 
to the mourner when suffering the first emotions 
of grief, kimy still become sinful by its continue 
ance ; and that it does «o, when its expressioa. is 
incompatible with the discharge of the dailies 
assigned us by Providence, when it unfits us for 
necessary intercotirse with society, when it em- 
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bitters oar present comforts, and incapacitates 
us for worshipping and praising God. 

If it be asserted that these limitations are too 
precise to be universally applicable, and that^ 
however true they may be as general rales, thfsy 
will still admit of particular exceptions ; who 1$ 
there that will not plead his title to individual 
exemption f Who is there that does not fancy 
his jown to be the weightier affliction P Who 
woald not determine his to be ,the precise cir- 
cumstances which would admit of excessive sor- 
row ? The great mass of mankind are deceived 
by their general reception of particular precepts, 
as speculatively true, which they individually 
atid practically disregard* Thus all men think 
*all men mortal but themselves ; they will yieid 
their cordial assent to the sinfulness, of human 
nature, provided their individual freedom from 
its pollution may be granted ; they will acknow- 
ledge the danger of certain errors and tempta- 
tions, to almost all others but themselves. Thus 
are they deceived, saying, '^ Peace, peace, when 
there is no peace ;'* they lose sight of the im- 
mediate connexion of their happiness with the 
exercise of constant obedience ; they busy them- 
velves in discovering the vices and exposing 
the errors of others, and applying apprc^riate 
«^emedies, whUe th^ forget their own heart* 

iPo allow individual exemption from Che in^ 
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flaence of these restraints* would be to render 
them perfectly inert ; in^iartial investigation will 
evince the universality of their application. It 
may, indeed, be pleaded, that all your hope and 
joy was bound up and centered in the life of the 
deceased, that you were abundantly happy in 
his society, and that, while permitted to enjoy 
it, you knew no care or soi'row, and wished for 
no addition to your joy. Yet does not this prove 
the necessity of the affliction ; even because of 
your inordinate attachment f Perhaps you will 
conceive that you have no comfort, remaining^ 
or you will regret that your friend is removed 
from a sphere of eminent usefulness, and will 
fondly imagine th^t his habitual preparedness 
for heaven rendered him peculiarly fitted for a 
Tonger residence on earth: you will deplore the 
very short time you enjoyed his society on this 
wilderness world, and the long and dreary night 
of mourning and solitude which you have before 
^ou. 

It would be, quite endless to attempt the 
enumeration of the infinitely varied pleas for 
immoderate sorrow which the different circum^- 
stances of individual mourners will elicit, or to 
expose the ingenuity by which a thousand pro- 
tean forms of excise are invented ; yet we shall 
find that they all resolve theinselves into the 
^powerful principle of seli$shness« 
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The deske of present freedom from pain ii 
aatural to man ; '< but should it b'e according to 
thy mind?"* Wilt thou, O vain man, contend 
with Him that formed thee f Wilt thou bring 
thj^ judgment into opposition with the decrees 
of Infin^e Wisdom? Shall the shortHsighted 
reasoning of mortality be placed in competition 
with the determinatiQn»of Omniscience f Shall 
thy blind and foolish ^elf-love be opposed to the 
designs of Infinite Goodness, and mercy, and 
love ? Wilt thou, a perishing creHture, presume 
to give laws to Omnipotence, and to obtrude thy 
puny will against His who doth all things well ; 
whose boundless presence fills every heart, and 
directs every event ; who governs all things by 
ins power, and without whose supervision .not 
the smallest circumstance can come to plusf 
Reflect on the incongruity of such conduct ; con* 
sider thy situation as his servant^ and the perfec- 
tions of the Almighty Disposer of all things. 
Seriously recollect, that impatience under his 
chastening hand is highly ofiensive. The all- 
wise Jehovah afilicts with the most gracious 
design; his chastisements are sent on the kindest 
•errands of love. What ingratitude to despise his 
correction, to murmur at his dispensations, and 
to be impatient for, the removal of affliction 

* Jab xxxiy. 33. 
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before it shall have aocomplishecl the end he has 
proposed! Surelj, if we reflect on the compar- 
atively minute section of our live^ dedicated to 
this salutary dlscipiine; if we ajqireciate the 
long intervals of ease and prosperity frequently 
allotted to us, the many comforts with which 
our darkest hours are interspersed, and the 
secure refuge from the storm which is provided 
for our safety and' comfort ; discontent and im^ 
patience will be banished from our bosomi every 
expression of immoderate (^ef will be hushed 
to repose, and our hearts will be animated by 
affectionate obedience to the will of Him in 
whom we live, and qiovoi and have our beings 
and who is infinitely worthy to receive our hum- 
ble adorationsy and our highest asmptiona of 
prai«e. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

t 

ON THE ADVANTAGES: OF SORROW. 

A DISTINGUISHING feature of the Christian re- 
ligiooi is the state of trial and c^ suffering it 
involves; as the grand mean of perfecting the 
character of its disciplesy bringing out their prin-^ 
ciples into active exercise, proting their sincerity, 
purifying their hearts, elevating their affections, 
chastening and, improving their temper and dis- 
positions, and asvthe prelude to that eternal rest 
and hapiMuess which are reserved for the people 
of God, for Hum who are made ferfect through 
mfferings. 

It is indeed true, that religion's << ways are 
ways o£ pleasantness, and all her paths are paths 
of peace.''* Yet it is equally true, that, to fallen 
man, the obedience it requires is repugnant, the 
dutie^ it enforces are painful : and die sufferings 
inseparably connected with its exercise, so far 
from communicating peace, serve to excite the 
angry turbulence of our nature, and to fill the 

* Ptqv. iii. 17. 
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heart with innumerable solicitudes. It is ooly 
when the mind becomes convinced of the infinite 
excellence of divine truth, of the holiness of its 
precepts, and' the importance of the realities it 
develops ; when the heart is animated with the 
love of God, and with its dependence on Him in 
whose favour is life, that it can unfeignedly em- 
brace the self-denying precepts of Christianity^ 
that it can rejoice to *' suffer all things," that it 
may *< win Christ, and be found in hin)«" Chris- 
tianity does not consist in a certain scheme of 
doctrines and precepts, which demand our assent : 
it is a practical principle^ a principle of action, 
constantly and universally operative, giving its 
peculiar tone and temper to the entire eharactelr^ 
and pervading and influencing every part of the 
eoiiduct. It is i|Ot a principle which we can 
assume to-day, and dispense with to-morrow, 
according to our particular feelings and interests r 
but we must be alike governed by ita influence,, 
in whaieeer circum^ances we may be placed. 
We are not required, nor would it be prudent 
or proper, to be always tafting abmit religion ; 
but by oar example, .which will speak louder than 
Words, we should evinoe its holy tendency, and 
regulate our conduct by its dictates. 

But this by the way; for, while the genius of 
Christianity requires us to be active in doing the 
will of God, it demands our passive obedience : 
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it teadiee us to fnff^, and esdiiUts t state of 
trial as the only way to a haven of etenml rett. 
The Toiee ^ afflietion silently, but energetically^ 
whispers, <^ My son, give me thine faeart.^'* 
God d^nands the whole heart : he will reign in 
the affections of bis people, and requires their 
will to be eeded implidtly to his eommands*^ 
Sorrow serves to prove Uie heart? aod to discover 
to us whether thk is really the case>«-«whedi€Br 
we can resign our blessings into the hands of 
Him who gave them, with ehe^folaess; and 
can still praise Him, tlmogh he sees fit to snrate 
our cfaoic^rt; earthly comforts. It informs us 
whether we loveOod supremely, and can readily 
yield our present pleasores to advance his glory 
and honour. 

Perhaps it is more difficult to sufier on Chris-^ 
tian f»inciples» than it « to be actively ei^aged 
in <&9ifi^ gooA^ and if so, the more neeeasarf 
and important will be the process try which we 
may be tauglit to glorify God in suffiering for hit 
sake. AfiUction accomplishes this object, since it • 
teaches the necessity of cultivating, with the 
greatest care and diligence, those graces to which 
the heart ^ particalarly adverse, and especially 
those which interfere with om: individual feelings,, 
and spirit) a,nd temper. 
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Almost fltrangeirs to the exercise of humilitjf 
patience, resignation, or obedience, but for the 
goodness of God in afiSicting as, it becomes us to 
rejoice even in tribulation, and to receive the 
chastisements of : the Almighty with meekness 
and love. No trial or difficulty should ^destroy 
our trust in God : these are intended to confirm 
our faith and hope, that we may <' be steadfast, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord."* 

^* For this I say, time is short ; it remaioeth, 

therefore, that they that have wives, be as 

though they had none ; and they that weep, as 

though they wept not ; and they that rejoice, as 

though they rejoiced not ; for the fashion of thi» 

world passeth away."t If, indeed, spiritual and 

eternal things WQre more distinctly seen^ and 

impressively felt by us, we should walk more by 

fiiith, and less by sight. Faith is a noble and an 

animating principle; and whatever sacrifices of 

present enjoyment may be required by the means 

employed to generate or preserve this principle 

until it be ripened for immortality, and exchanged 

for the full fruition of God in heaven, we shall 

be gainers in the end : " For I reckon, that the 

offerings of this present tinie are not worthy to. 

be compared with the glory that shall be revealed 
in us."j 
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Grief silently bat dbquently teaefaes the yakie 
of intercourse with God, and proves tbat strenfth 
and 8U{q)ort are to be derived from communion 
with him. Intimate access to a c^mipassionate 
Saviour is a balm for every sorrow : '< Poor out 
your heart before him : God is a refuge for U8«"* 
We have access to htm with boldness* 

We are not only attcwed^ but encouraged, to 
speak all our ' mind to him. We are permitted 
to utter, and enlarge, with unrestrioted freedom, 
upon every complaint, in the immediate presence 
c^ Him who nnmbers and keeps the tears of his 
children, aqd who delights to relieve and abun- 
dantly bless those that mourm This is an mn 
speakabie * privilege, and it is enhanced by the 
prtmiise that those who sow in tears shall reap 
in joy. ** Light is sown for the ri^^teous, and 
gladness for the upright in heart 3"f and to those 
who continue waiting upon God, we may confi- 
dently expect the dawning of a brighter day« 
Already the light of the Sun of Righteousness 
begins to irradiate the gloom, and the gkddening 
horison will proclaim that he i» risen with healing 
in his wings. Presently the dark clouds which 
now envelop you shall pass away ; and your days 
shall be like *' the dear shining of the sun after 
rain." — " Wait then upon the Lord: be of good 

« Ffio. kii. 6. . t Fn. zevii. 11. 
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courage, and he shall strengthen thine hearts 
wait, I say, on the Lord."* 

It is well that' we are not left to our own 
guidance, and that all events are entirely re- 
moved from the possibility of our controlling 
^em in opposition to the will of God. For, so 
averse is the heart to the salutary though unpa- 
latable discipline of. suffering, that if we could 
escape the trials and the sorrows with which at 
kind Providence encompasaes oup path, we 
should eagerly adopt tho9e measures which ap- 
pear to promise an immunity from pain. Could 
we choose the sphere in which we would move, 
we should select a long and uninterrupted series 
of present ease and temporal welfare ; : we should 
prefer a situation of respectability and affluence; 
and nothing but prosperous cii-cumstances and 
unclouded prospects would enter into our calcu- 
lation. 

But our heavenly Father is too wise and good 
to trust us with the disposal of ourselves. He 
knows our feeble frame, and in tender pity he 
appoints those chastisements, from which we in- 
deed should shrink, but which are necessary for 
our present happiness and eternal welfare. He 
knows the temptations inseparably connected 
with a life of ease : and while we are sighing 

^ Fm. zxvii. 14, - 
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after riehesi and honour^ and prosperity, he is 
appointing us to live in poverty, obscurity, and 
afflidtion. It is most for his honour and our own 
good that we should not move in the sfAere on 
which we may have fixed our hearts, but which 
is thickly strewed with snares, and dangers, and 
temptations. 

And, indeed, it pleased Ged to make the Cap^ 
tain of our salvation perfect through wjferingt^* 
In a most emphatic sense^ the Me of the Author 
of Christianity was a life of Suffering; and He 
has left us an example of patience and obedi^ 
ence, while he has smoothed the rugged way^ 
and divested it of its native terrprs, by having 
pursued this path to heaven, where he now siti^ 
^enthroned in light which is inaccessible, and 
calls his people to follow him« And if they 
would be with him where' he is, why should 
they hesitate to tread in his fiTOlsteps, or fear 
the thorny way ? There is no affiction or {nri- 
vation which the Christian is called to suffer 
here, to which Jesus was a stranger ; for be has 
^^ borne our griefs and carried our infirmities." 
Since it has plelu^ ihe Father to bruise him, 
who was his onlf-begotten Smi, and who was^ 
especially the object of his tenderest regard, it 
is not surprising diat his people should be called 
to share the same burden, nor that they should 
este^tn it liglit, and easy to be borne. 
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Beside09 he who knew tl^e extremes of hu^ 
man wo, has promised (after they have suffered 
awhile) red Jbr the weary : he has invited the 
heavy-kden to himself^ for he will giire them 
})eace and test on earth by his presence, while 
he has prepared for them a crown of glory whidi 
fadeth not away in the mansions of the blessed i 
He knows thai it is sin which invests affliction 
with its fearfiil aspect; and that this is the 
grand mean of discovering^ in the hearts of hii 
children, the secret luriung-places and fhstnesses 
of this cruel enemy. Were it not for the influ- 
mice of sin over the heart, we should be enabled, 
in the exercise of fieuth, and hope, and patience, 
to rejoice in tribulation; we should no longer 
be averse to its cbrreetire discipline, however 
painful ; we sh<Mild quietly rest ourselves in God, 
under every changing scene ; we riiould rejoice 
in being counted worthy to sufier for his sake. 
Bat for the agency of sin, we should be bewil- 
dered by no dpuded prospects, we should be 
harassed by 00 distressing doufaCs and perpJexi- 
ties; we should be agitated by no fearful rer 
Itrospeet; and we slK)uld be relieved from the 
re^coUectidn of mispent hours, eoU aifeetions, 
and innumerable wanderings from tke Rock of 
our salvation. These we contemplate as in a 
great degree the causes which have reiidered 
necessary the affliction under which we su^n 
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Mid peaee of teiiid will be thus obtainddy i* 
eSEchange for that feel^ security which arises 
ff^m distorted views of ourselves, our' priii- 
dpies, and conduct, or from carelessaess aftd- 
neglect. 

This tranqoillily is ' cotiflriiied by thcl au^ 
mented ca{Hieity of the mind for the enjoytaient 
of the pteasures of refigion. Sufibritog has an' 
immediate tendeaiiy, not ooly to multiply the 
sources of our nioral^ happiivftss, bui to give sueh' 
an increased sdmiibility to the conscience, so much' 
addttional power of discrimination to the jAdg^' 
ment, and of renewed fervour to the affecfions;* 
that we become mor^ careful in our walk ' and"' 
convetsAJtitoy moiid' heaveriy-nrinded, more at*-' 
tabbed to the< ways of r^igtoh and the oracles 
of Avdne tiruth; we increasingly fear sinning 
ag^iindt 6od, and in w^tlking more circumspe^ly^ 
Wi^bhi^ peace. 

Wheii afliY^ion ifliccomplishes the design with 
which God has commissioned it, it produces 
repetftanoe and conttitioh: for, "^^ behold this 
self-'same things that ye sorrowed after a godly 
sort, wtlat careMnesiB it wrbught in yon, yeui 
^hat cliearing of yourselves, yea, what indigna*- 
tion, yea, what fear, yea?, what vehement desire> 
yleaj what «eal, yea, wfttit revenge!"* In al 
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this, it is evident, that repentance form& the 
groundwork of the superstructure, and that 
** gedly sorrow" is the great end and design of 
sanctified affliction. ■ It. is sin alone which ren- 
ders painful ihiU suffering which is intended to 
dii^cover to us its secret malignity and influence* 
We are probably by no means aware of its 
extent : we may be slumbering in placid ease, 
flattering ourselves that we are travelling with 
our faces towards a heavenly world, and pre- 
paring for its blest inheritance; while, ip fact, 
we are unprofitable servants; while we come 
upder the curse denouiiced against those who 
are *^at ease in Zion;'' while we are making 
no progress in the divine life, but are rather 
retrograde, than advancing day by day in the 
knowledge and love of God ; while we are con- 
stantly deviating from the line of rectitude pre- 
scribed by the word of God, and while our 
hearts are estranged from the fountain of living* 
waters by a thousand cares and solicitudes* 

But we are visited by affliction ; we are brought 
acquainted with ourselves, and are obliged to fly 
for refuge to the only Source of real comfort ; 
the visionary fabric of our own righteousness 
is dissipated, and we discover in our bosoms, 
instead of peace and holiness, nothing but folly, 
sin, and error. Our attention has been absorbed 
by objects of inferior importance, while we have 
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scarcely fixed one wandering affection upon God. 
We Qnd much sin, where we had fancied there 
existed little else than purity ; and thus are we 
brought to repent and confess our sin to God, 
and to seek his pardon through the sacrifice of 
a crucified Redeemer. We are awakened from 
a state of lethargy as to our present and future 
prospects, and oblivion of our past mercies, to 
a consciousness of our aberrations from God. 

It is well to contemplate the gracious Dis- 
penser of affliction, rather than refer its origin 
to those secondary causes which are governed by 
the great First Cause. While we confine our 
views to the events which have been appointed to 
accomplish the trials with which we are visited, 
we shall be involved in endless perplexities. 
We shall, perhaps, regret that oUt conduct has 
been instrumental in bringing about the very 
cause of our sorrow 4 and shall intagine a thou- 
sand neglected opportunities of having escaped 
the present source of our affliction. We shall 
be equally anxious to calculate the events to 
which this may give rise, to devise plans where- 
by we may avoid our burdens, and elude the 
consequences with which they are attended. 
Thus will the mind be harassed by care^ so long 
as its finite views are engaged on the subject of 
its sorrow ; but when we regard a gracious God 
accomplishing his designs in us, through th^ 
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medium of his ehasAemng providence^ all is 
harmony and beauty. We admire his goodness 
in afflicting us, his compassion in soothing and 
alleviation our qares» his love in leading us to 
repentance, to a more intimate acquaintance 
with himself, and to a more complete knowledge 
of our own hearts. 

Jehovah is our refuge and strength, when '' the 
storm of the terrible ones is as a blast against 
the wall/' We learn our own helplessness and 
dependence, and we come to him as the, only 
source of consolation : we raise the half-express- 
ed desire to heaven, and he is ready ,to attend 
unto our cry. In ^is ^own time, God will work 
delivexanoe for m^ and he is willing to give us 
every consolation; to heal our back-slidings, and 
affcord us pmice««-a blessing infinitely greater 
than the possession we have lost, if en/cyed 

m 

without the smiles of his reconciled counte- 
nance. 

Affliction invites us to pray to Grod for sup-« 
i|M>rt under our trials, and for their removal, 
when consistent -with the will of their compas- 
juonate Author. If sorrow produces a good effect 
.upon our h^cts, and we derive any lasting ad- 
vantage from suffering, one of the first lessors 
we shall learn, will be, the vanity ^nd folly of 
Jooking to the creature for assistance and sup- 
port, and the danger of placing omr coa^denoa 
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in any thing short of the consoling presenee of 
God. Our dearest earthly comforts ar^ removed^ 
and whither shall we go for consolation f 

The world can offer no equivalent for our loss ; 
it may indeed present its unmeaning condolence* 
it may invite us to join in its recreations, it may 
exhibit its pleasures as a source of peace. But 
if we are not yet throughly convinced of the 
emptiness of what the world calls pleasure, and 
the unsatisfactory nature of the happiness it 
affords, we shall now be taught this important 
lesson; for engaging in its {proffered amuse- 
mepts, and tasting all the happiness it boasts, 
we may indeed feel its excitement for a time, 
but the result will be the dissipation of pain and 
mourning for a moment, only to recur with in- 
creasing violence Ifrom the exhaustion which the 
spirits have suffered, and from the conscious 
feeling, that here is no rest for the weary, no 
consolation for the distressed. We seek for 
peace, but there is none ; for quietude, but it 
does, and in scenes like these ever will, elude 
our pursuit. Society will not tolerate the feelings 
of the mourner, it will not indulge his gloomy 
speculations. This would cast a chilling damp 
upon its gaieties, and mildew all its pleasures. 
In society, the sorrowful must be gay, and con- 
tribute his share to the general hilarity : this he 
cannot do ; and the powers of his mind are en-> 

6» 
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fj»^b^ by tbe oosHiimed e^rt to w««r a Imc i«f 
jlleaauFe with « heart of j^ain. 

Neither can he derive f§$fie .ft^m piur^nits of 
« literary nature. These o^ay enliyen his fioli- 
tude, and cheer Us darjiest ihoois, when held in 
«ubservienQe to pb^tp of greater imp<Nrta&ce. 
They present a fund of {Measure which will 
never cloy — an amuseiiie^t which ')>rovides the 
jBjapacity for its enjoyment, as well as the source 
3¥hence it is derived ; and which is constantly 
increasing with every fresh aipquis^ion of know* 
led^e. The mind of the man of taste is strength- 
<ened and refreshed by reading.; and the sources 
of his pleasure are augmented by a thousand 
associations of which another is mcapable : and 
the more ateply this taste is ia^u^;ed, the 
greater will be his sensilnlity, the more multi- 
plied and lasting will be his gratificshtions. Yet 
(hese pursuits are insufficient ; for the tin^e will 
arrive when they can no long^ be emoyed: the 
mind becomes fatigued from constant exercise; 
it loses its elasticity, and consequent pow^ of 
action, from unremitting .e;xertion, and is no 
.longer capable of receiving pleasure from its 
fippropriate stimuli. A period of rest and re- 
laxation is required, a^d where now will be 
found a refuge from the inroads of grief? What 
can quiet the troubled bosom during the sle^less 
night ? What can give peace to the agitated 
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beart, tbroiigh tiie veftriflome d&js of inditpoi^* 
tton, or divert those cares which rob the misd 
of its , power to enjoy litehury pleaaiire ? Sane 
other source <^ comfiNrt nust be .devised ; and 
yet there is none to wiifh a ratioDal beang earn 
resort for certain coaaoletion. When his books 
fail <tf affoxLding |4eaaare» (and they must fail» 
from the aUiftnce of the ,powefs of (he sold with 
mortality, and /its conseqfaent susceplftility of 
fatigve and exhaustion,) he has no r^uge. 

But the moamer ^may soek fiir happiness in 
the doni^tic pleasiiSAs ivhidh are utiU 1^ him* 
And ye^, wHb the late inc^uctive lesson-fiiU in 
his memory, i^:the uno^Ainty of domastie hap* 
piness, i$ would be tbe extreme foi f<^ ta look 
for con^Ebrt from a aouree so frail, wbii^ a 
moment inay de^rpy. )>ependiiiif on the con- 
tinuance of the slead^ thread of life, ^icb the 
motion pf an atom niay divide, and on an abso- 
lute freedom, in the social circle, from the 
slightest cause of infelicity, the foundation of 
domestic happiness has been nadermined : and 
when the sufferer reflects, thai perhaps only 
yesterday be wa^s gmtulating himsdf on the 
ttncloude4 sunshine of his days, cheered and 
animiM^edK by that sun to his domestic system, 
which has now su^Feredan ejt^rnal eclipse, li^ 
cannot surely rest in this as a source of conso- 
lation. He piay ji^deted rejoice '^ the comforts 
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he lias left, but he will not seek them for solid^ 
peace of mind. Thus is he taught the impossi- 
Uhty of the world's affording him happiness; he 
learns that the fascinating pursuits of literature 
will not procure his freedom from the inroads of 
care ; and is guarded from estimating too highly, 
and placing his affections too i^tensely^ on his 
yet remaining comforts. 

Whither, then, must he flee for rest and peace ? 
He is not left without comfort and without hope, 
destitute of support and consolation, a prey to% 
hopeless sorrow ! For there is a voice, saying, 
^' I am with you always: I will not leare you 
comf(Mrtless; Peace I leave with you, my peace 
I^ive unto you : not as the world giveth, give I 
unto you."* Religion i» the only source of solid 
peace* When, and only when we enjoy these 
comforts, can we be happy in appealing to Hea- 
ven. Without a direct reference to the Holy 
Spirit, the Comforter, as the author of serenity, 
we shall be unhappy : but if we trust in him 
alone for support, we shall be little anxious 
about coming events, for we shaQ be possessed 
of that better part which can never be taken 
from us. Come, then, to this source of every 
blessing, and with humble faith implore the 
Divine Majesty for rest in him ; pray for patience 

\ 

* Matt, i^viii ^\ J«hD liv. 87. 
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and resignation 4o bis .diastening hand, and 
entr^it deliverance in his time only, and with 
entire submission to the guidance and disposal 
of Infinite Wisdonu Leaving yourself in bis 
hands, you will be secure.; your mind will be 
freed from corroding anxieties, and filled with 
that pea^e which passeth lunder^tanding. 

Another important lesion may be derived firom 
this affliction, viz* the folly of placing our depen- 
dence on earthly comforts, and seeing hi^pi- 
ness from any objects which do not raise our 
thoughts and affections tax bey<md the present 
passing scene* We are feelingly reminded that 
the eomibrts we enjoy are not our own, thut th^ 
belong to God, that they are the inroduct of his 
bounty; and that as ie is almighty to bestow 
bis blessingB, so is he aU^-vme to withdraw tKem 
f&c his own glory, or for our benefit* Mortality 
is stamped upon every enjoyment. A sii^le 
moment may dissipate all our fairy scenes of 
happiness, and leave us without one ray of hope 
or contort to be derived from inferior objects. 
God isour refuge during the storms of sorrow; 
and since he is Ukawise the Author of every 
blessing, would it not be wiser to rejoice in Aim, 
as our sun and shield, to protect us from daogar 
during the hours of prosperity, and to guide ovst 
wandering feet f 

If our aflS^ons Were but fixed half ito eiw-^ 
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nestly on the Author and Giver of every good 
und perfect gift, as they too frequently are ex- 
-clusively on the gift itself, we should little fear 
the cares and troubles of life ; and our happiness 
would be established on a basis whi^h death 
itself could not impair. But until mortality shall 
be exchanged for everlasting lifei we shall carry 
about with us the evil tendencies of the heart; 
and these will incline us from God, and fix our 
hearts on earthly objects and pursuits. Yet we 
should learn not to dote too intensely on the 
comforts we still enjoy, not to love these the 
- more inordinately because w^ have/eioer objects 
to engage our attention ; since this woutd be to 
defeat the great end of affliction, which is to 
wean our hearts from this world and its idols. 

The human mind is naturally disposed to 
expand its feeble powers in the exercise of be- 
nevolence to the creature simply, and to rest 
with dMight on the objects which immediately 
surround it, rather than on God. Nor is this 
surprising: for, to love those with whom reci^r 
procal acts of kindness are exchanged, requires 
' no effort-^it is natural, as to hunger or thirst ; 
and the mind ia restless and uneasy, unless 
engaged with its favourite pursuit. But to )ove 
God, and to prefer him, requires the habitual 
exercise of a superinduced principle, a princijde 
of faith, a principle totally adverse to the bias 



ON THE ADVANTAO{:S OF SORROW^ 71 

of the human mind, and which grace alone can 
implant. God is a spirit ; nor is it easy, till we 
love him in sincerity, to form just conceptions o^ 
him who is infinite in holiness, power, and loves 
while the object^ of earthly love are present to 
our senses, and thus acquire an ascendancy, a 
commanding influence over the heart, which 
aims to be progressively ipcreasipg, and would 
aspire to occupy the whole souK 

The world is the narrow circle in which we 
are appointed to move, from the circumference 
iof which, every thought, reeling, and action 
shouM converge to God, as its centre* We are 
too much disposed to fix the world as the centrci 
towards which all our desires and affections 
gravitate, and in which every thought aud feel* 
ing, drawn from the circumference of aetioni 
riiould meet and rest. We forget that the pre- 
sent is a season of preparation for a future states 
We lose sight of the great design of livings the 
promotion of the glory of God, in the indulgence 
of selfish gratification: we forget that we are his 
creatures, and we live as if we formed ourselves, 
and were our own. 

Even supposing we acknowledge our depen-* 

dence upon God, his sovereign authority over us^ 

his entire property in us, and that he is entitled 

,to our supreme reglEirds; yet we shaU find, that 

prevailing earthly attachments exert an injurious 
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iHlltieiMse otet the mind. Th^ dispute the pos-^ 
ge^ioa of the heart with the Lord of Hosts, imd 
challen^ their fall shure of the affections. The 
Christian's love grows cold, and consequendgf hi» 
vitality inert* He is no loiter active and 2eak>ii» 
in the cause of religion^ but imagines a thousand 
excuses for indbtence t he is no longer diligent 
tA thedischarge of his. duties, and lightly esteems 
the worship of the Most Hi^.» In secret, he ^ 
didinelined fo inquire into his motives, and to 
examine- the principled ot his conduct; in hi» 
intercessions, he is Meless and fcmnal ; his bosom 
is fiUed with worldly {M'ojects, and his time occok 
pied wtth^the selfish enjoyment of his unnumbered 
mercies. He forgets the band whiehr provideB 
even thefte, and- looks no farther tha» to se^nd* 
afy* causes as their origin^ Hevseldom thinks 
about religion, and when he does^^t is more a»a 
matter of speculation than as the grand pursuit 
of his whi^e life* He readily admits excuses for 
the dereliction of duty, and can scarcely find 
time for «iy engageilent whieh does no^ d^ectly 
or remotely tend tO' strengthen his attachment 
to earthly objects. He thinks, - speaks, and acts 
as a good eitizen of tbis> worlds and not as one 
who is^min^fiil of *' tbal^better country," to nHiich 
it should be his g^at aim to hasten^ Ghristkuaity 
may be kept alive in^ such a Jbeart as this, but it 
bannot grow and flouridi: it* may » indeed, put 
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Ibrtfa the sickly leaves and variegated 'hues of 
profession ; but it cannot produce good fruit to 
the pt'aise and. glory of God. 

Heaven should be the Christian's home, and 
God the great source and object of his delight. 
The duties of religion should engage his whole 
soul ; and its pleasures, its consolations, and its 
prospects should so fill the heart, as to leave 
^ little room for the caprices of earthly love. Yet 
it is obvious that this is quite impossible, when- 
the mind is fully occupied with the concerns, and 
the heart solely absorbed by the affections of 
mortality ; and that in proportion as this is the 
«ase, so will the growth and exercise of Christian 
principle be stunted and repressed* 

Heaven-born Christianity cannot be made to 
flourish in an earthly soil. The warm hue of 
this sickly exotic proclaims that it is " ready to 
die," and that the only method of preserving its 
vitality; is to cut it down, and remove it to a 
situation more congenial with its nature. This 
is God's gracious design in sending affliction. 
As a tender husbandman, he looks upon every 
plant in his vineyard; he perceives that there 
are some which are sickly and unfruitful; yet he 
does not destroy them, but graciously removes 
the soil into which they have wandered, that by 
rooting more deeply in their native plain^ and de- 
riving their support from its pure source, they 

7 
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may bud, bloasoHi, and bring forth fruit to hi» 
gtory. 

A compassionate Jehovah sees the injurious^ 
influence of creature attachments ; and to warn 
us of our danger, he kindly takes away their ob'* 
ject ; and is thus pleased to weaken our interest 
on earth, and strengthen our desires after himr 
aelf. He knows precisely where our affection^ 
aore most deeidy fixed : and as he will not tolerate 
a rival in our hearts, he beneficently removes 
t^ idol ; and thus informs us at once, that we 
were inordinately attached to present scenes^ 
declares the sin for which he afflicts us, and 
il^vites us to himself as an all-sufficient portion. 
As our hearts become detached from earth, so 
will they be fixed in heaven ; and thus every pur- 
]X>se is most kindly effected through the agen<7 
of sorrow. Divine goodness commissions afflic*^ 
lion, to divest the world of its enchantments, to 
unmask its delusive features, strip its pleasures 
^ the glittering tinsel in which they are arrayed, 
disclose its real nature, and unVail its hidden de- 
fermities. We are enabled to look on its pass- 
ing scenes with composure, and candidly to ac* 
knowledge its emptiness, its entire unworthineas 
of our affections. Our thoughts are abstracted 
from its vanities, and our conviction is dec^peoed 
of the infinite importance of eternal olyeets. 
\ Whife suffering is rendered usefiil to convince 
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lAe judgment, it is equally powerful to eorre<^ > 
the heart, to restore its obliquities, and lead it 
to drink deeply of the spurit of the Saviour. 
This end is accomplished .by discovering to us 
its corruptions, and their secret influence on the 
(conduct of the life. Dnrihg the halcyon days of 
prosperity, perhaps we made few inquiries con* 
cerning its state; we conceited all was going on 
well, because we we#e in peace; and we were 
so dazzled by the brilliance of our prospe(^ts as 
to be unable to discern the deviations we bad 
gradually, though insensibly, made from the 
narrow path of rectitude. But when we feel^ the 
weight of sorrow, we begin to scrutinize within ; 
• aM we are struck by the existence of palpable 
deformities, which we had overlooked before, or 
even mistaken for excellencies. We become ac- 
quainted with ourselves, and with- our distance 
from the" pure standard of divine truth. We 
rise from these humiliating .considerations, with 
mournful reflections on the past, but with fixed 
determination to oppose these very corruptions, 
in the strength of divine grace; , and are stimu- 
lated to seek after greater attainments of holi- 
ness, and to walk in the fear of the Lord. , 

It is justly observed in medicine, that the 
Jcnowledge of a disease is more than half its ciir#. 
'So it is with the mind. It will slumber in seen- 
fity^,iHie<»i8ciou« of evil^ but when awakened hf 
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sorrow^ it discovers the seeret perversity of its 
actions^ and is animated to oppose its wander- 
ings. The principles of divine grace are called 
into more vigorous exercise : and as one devia- 
tion from the path c^ rectitude paves the way 
for another, and successively renders opposition 
ta evil less and less energetic and effective, so 
will the foundations of virtue be strengthened by 
exercise ; the delusive flatteries of vice and of the 
world will each day exeit an inferior influence ; 
and at the same time, opposition to their power 
will be daily increased and rendered more suc- 
cessful, till it ripens into a habit, the involuntary 
product of an a^ctive principle, insvTought into 
the sou], and interwoven with the life. ^ • 

Thus is the. heart prepared for greater attain- 
ments in piety and knowledge, and strengthened 
to enjoy the smiles of prosperity without danger, 
and to encounter the frowns of adversity with- 
out dismay : whilst, by discovering how great are 
its propensities to evil, iaflliction excites a fear of 
offending God, and wandering from his way, and 
is admirably calculated to preserve the Christian 
from falling into the snares of his subtle adver- 
sary. He is taught to avoid whatever may have 
•ven a remote tendency to irritate his sorrow; 
lie is desirous of not offending God, and there- 
fore prays, and earnestly strives, to behave with 
meekness and gentleness, and submiaaioR to the 
will of Heaven. 
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AAictkm ifl the neaiifl of perfecting the 
Christian's character : deprived ef its animating 
inihience, he wettld lose mncfc of the m>rth ^f 
Ills greatest pleasures, and would be debarred 
from attaining the most valuable prineipies. k 
id an affecting proof of the depravity of human 
nature, that we so fi^quently need this painful 
exercise to remind us of our duties and of our de- 
pendence upon God, to excite our dihgence ani 
qiiicken our exertions in the cause of Christ, to 
teach us the important iessonof our mortality^jori 
the necessity of being active while it is yet dajr^ 
since the <<nigbt cometh, when noman can wbrk*^* 

It is a proof of the loving-kindness of God tt 
his people, that when he sees them waadeniig 
from himself, the fountain of blessedness, he 
should graciously recall them : for he chastens 
us in love; his corrections are tighter than our 
•sins ; he compassionates our helpless condition ;: 
and, while he suits his mercies to oar* sorrowings 
state, he causes as to feel only just so much bm 
will excite us to lift up our hearts to hdmtdf. 
The wicked enjdy his common favours ; but it is 
for the good that he reserves' his choicest Uess«^. 
ings, and., particularly those of an afflictive 
ndture. While ** eur Father which is in heaven*' 
is governed, as. to the nature and weight of our 
trials, by the most enlarged affection, he has as 
especial regaisd to our good, since he administers 

7* 
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a degree of correction commensurate with the 
end to be accomplished: even to make us more 
wise, more humble, more holy, more teachable 
•and childlike, more dependent upon him, more 
devoted to his service. He does not wantonly 
or unnecessarily inflict pain, but to quicken us 
in the exercise of faith, and hope, and every 
virtuous active principle. He would have us to 
know more of himself^ and to grow in confor- 
mity with the image of our Redeemer. He 
wills that our understandings should be enlarged 
to see more beauty in the Saviour, that- our 
hearts should be expanded, and our affections 
guided by his love; that our principles should 
be tried and established ; and that the love of 
holiness should be more deeply written in our 
practice. He aims to make us active and zealous 
Christians, that we may show forth his praise, and 
prove the sincerity of our attachment to his cause. 
This great end ii| accomplished by exciting 
in us an earnest diligence to search and try our 
hearts and thoughts, our dispositions and actions^ 
and to see that they be right with God. This 
circumstance alone would rendc^ afBiction un- 
speakably valuable ; because it is only. by a dis- 
tant and confused view of our conduct that we 
are so frequently deceived as to our motives 
and principles; while we discover, on closer 
inspection, tb&t these are very aalike what we 
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had expec^d. From a distance we behoU a 
]0Tdy landscape, adorned with nature's richest 
attire; and we are induced to imagine that 
nothing but beauty and excellence can here be 
traced; that no venomous reptile lurks along 
the verdant plain; that no poisonous shrub 
grows unseen beneath the protection of the 
stately oak ; and that the stillness which reigns 
around is never interrupted by the accents of 
distress, but- only by the fifoft murmurings of the 
distant stream. 

In the dream of imagination, we conceive 
that iiappiness reigns in the sequestered cot, 
whose issuing smoke informs us of the abode of 
man ; and that innocence and joy are alone in- 
habitants of this peaceful region^ Yet how dif- 
ferent, and how distant from the truth is this 
idea! A closer inspection will discover much 
to deplore-^much to dislike. So it is with our^ 
selves : we appear best, placed with our own 
features at a distance, while a more intimate 
acquaintance brings to our sight many an un- 
subdued passion, many a turbulent and sinful 
thought, many an earthly bias, and a thousand 
evils which would have escaped unseen, but for 
the afflictive event which has induced us to look 
within Our own bosom, and to seek acquaintance 
with our own hearts. iPerhaps much thought* 
lessness and levity have hitherto marked our 
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'tondtict ; and that cke^rfblness whieh the geniw 
of Ohristianity demands, has Coo frequently de- 
generated intb an offensrre hieonsidcfl'atiott* 
Affliction tends to weaken the influence of this 
iatling', a'nd to show ns the ralue of sobriety and 

If We bear correction as we ought, if we are 
desirous of rea{>ing the benefit intended by God, 
we shall be brought to inquire into his design : 
and besides, the necessary consequence of this 
trial, and its attendant temporary abstraction 
from our customary pursuits, is, that we are 
obliged to commune <Hth our own hearts; and 
it is almost impossible not to be engaged oh such 
occasions with the most serious thoughts. Nor 
can we again very readily lose, the impression ; 
we carry it along with us into the world, and our 
whole conduct and intercourse with it is tinged 
with seriousness, not with the mere influence of 
depressed spirits, not with the simple feeling of 
our present loss, nor with the mbroseness of the 
solitary, but with serious cheerfulness, arising on 
the one hand from a view of the importance of 
aflliction, and on the other, from reflection on 
the consoling ray with which Christianity cheers 
and illumines our prospects. 

Affliction, when it is well sustained, aflbrds 
the means of improving every part of the Chris- 
tian character. It is a discipline wbicbt: by 
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pruning redundancies^ discovering and healing 
diseases, and exciting and encouraging languid 
actions and dormant principles, diffuses its in- 
fluence over the heart, and consequently shows 
itself in the life, in more correct and energetic 
practice, more diligence, more of the Christian 
spirit, and of resemblance to the Christian's 
great and perfect Exemplar, more entire devot- 
edness to the service of the Most High. 

The great design of the Christian's life should 
he to promote the giory of Grod, and extend the 
limits of his kingdom. And yet how feeble his 
etertions ! how cold and lifeless his endeavours, 
how inadequate to the magnitude of the desiga 
to be' accomplished ! Thefe is none who does 
all that he might and ought to do in this great 
oause : and how many are content to hide their 
talent in a napkin, to sepulchrate their influ- 
ence, and to attempt nothing towards the at* 
tainment of an object so magnificent ! 

Affliction, by promoting a habit of self-inspeo- 
tion, produces a conviction of our unprofitable- 
ness, leads us to set a greater value on religion, 
and to venerate more highly its gracions Author : 
whilst, by teaching us the vanity and insuffi- 
ciency of the joys and prospects of the present 
life, it weans our hearts from the world, en- 
feebles our attachment .to its scenes, brings to 
our views the crown of joy reserved im beaveTi 
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for those who Jove and serve God { and thus baa 
a direct tendency to elevate our thoughts above 
the feelings and maxims of the day, and teaches, 
us to seek guidance and direction from the God 
of all grace, with the bumble desire of being 
entirely devoted to bis service. 

In the exercise of this prin^^^ple w^ are not 
sim|dy desirous of being employed actively in 
the execution of his -purposes : but if he pleases 
to place us in obscurity, to thvrart our schemes 
of active duty, and to try the fixedness of our 
trust in him, by requiring us to surrender, not 
.only ourselves, but all our concerns,' all we are, 
-and have, and think, and feel, and do, to Us 
wiDv we are prepared to yield submissively to his 
disposal. There can be no such thing as reser- 
vation here; God will have the whole heart, and 
wil] not endure its partition by a rival. 
* This devotedness of the heart to God is not 
an occasional impulse, but a constant principle 
of action; it does not consist in any outward 
*«ign, which may' be assumed to-day, and laid 
.liside to-mom)w; it does not extend to one part 
of the conduct only, while the rest is tincture4 
with the wild impulse of ungoverned passion ; 
it does not show itself in some particular instaff- 
ces, white the general disposition of the mind is 
. averse to God j but it produces consistency of 
eotidttct and of fteHi^; if impMes and givea 
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J9¥Ah A^prte of jStmaeM atd of fixedaeflB'to 
the cbaraot^r, m to lead its aapimtioiw morft 
iiftbitwlly to bea^TeHi to prepare the Cbriiliwi 
hr 6ver J eT^nt, and to enaUe bim to praise God* 
aad to wal^ continaaUy with bim« 

If such be the advantages of sorrow, who 
would not ^^ choose rather to suffer affliction 
with the peoj^ of God^ than to enjoy the pleA* 
snres of sin for a season T'* Who would not 
deliberately prefer suffering, with all its inestim* 
able benefits, to a life of ease and security, and 
present uncertain pleasure f Inasmudi as eter- 
nity is longer than time, the doctrines of Chri»< 
tianity are to be preferred to the maxims of the 
world, and ^^the »afferings of this present time, 
which are hut lor % moment, w^rk out for us 
a far more exeeediilg and eternal weight of 
glory ;"t so is afflicti<»i to be preferred as the 
means of preparing us for leaven, and exciting 
lis to loTe him in whose favour is Ufe« and whose 
service is perfect freedom. If we ^'endure pft« 
tiently," we shall inherit the promise: forget-* 
ting this world and its allurements, we shall be 
quickened in our progress towards heaven, and 
stinulated to ^^lay up our treasures /Aere^ where 
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, nor thieves 
break through and steal."|: 

* Hob. zi. 2$. 1 3 Cor. it. 17. t Matt. ri. 99. 
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How carefully should we pray and strive after 
a proper improvement of sorrow, that this may 
prove a -source of consolation, and of joy un-* 
.speakable and full of glory, in the anticipation 
of being soon landed on the blissful shores of 
immortality! Whilst, however, we reflect with 
delight on the advantages to be derived from the 
influence of afiliction, we must not forget the 
guilt we shall incur, if we despise this abundant 
source of blessing — if we neglect its warnings, 
and are heedless of the instruction it affords. 
Vb benefit will accrue from suffering, if it be 
not improved. Then, indeed, affliction would be 
unspeakably painfi^l: we should suffer equalty^ 
and, perhaps, more, without any title to the 
consolations provided for those who mourn in 
Zion, and at the same time we should incur the 
just anger of God, in refusing to listen to his 
voice, and to come to him, that *< we might have 
life." Ifthe affliction under which we groan do 
not detach us from the world— if it do not 
weaken the influence of sin, and invigorate the 
principle of piety in our hearts, we lose a bless- 
ing ''which is better than riches: and all the 
things that may be desired are not to be com- 
j^red with it."* 

«ProT.itt.]5. 
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CHAPTER V. 

ON SELF-EXAMINATION. 

If the influence of affliction be thus extensire 
and its advantages so important ; if our eternal 
welfare be connected with its improvement ; and 
if there bea danger of foregoing these advant- 
ages, it is necessary to ascertain whether we are 
reaping the imirwcHm designed bg this manrnr 
fid eOent. To rest in uncertainty where the 
interests of eternity are concerned is irrational * 
and at this season of solitude, the inquiry wdl 
befits us, What are we the better for our sor- 
rows?— A mistake on this subject may be of in- 
finite consequence, and, thelrefore, the greatest 
care and diligence should be observed in the 
scrutiny. 

If it be true, that the foundation of all useful 
knowledge must be laid in an acquaintance with 
ourselves ; and if it be granted, that we Bxe in- 
disposed to the fulfilment of this duty, because it 
leads us to be dissatisfied with our actions; it 
is the more necessary that we seriously prosecute 
the inquiry as in the presence of Him who 

8 
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searches' the heart and tries the reins of the 
children of men; and that we do not cease to 
examine ourselves, while we entertain a doubt 
l^f the integrity of our conduct* 

He who is a God of love does not willingly 
afflict his people : infinite wisdom and infinite 
goodness influence his decisions, and his decrees 
are executed with an especial regard to mercy* 
iience, there can be no question but that the 
present scene of distress is commissioned to ae- 
<eomplish some wise purpose; and perhaps, by a 
little attention, it may not be difficult to discover 
the particular design.. ^Yet, if this were not the 
case, when we look into our hearts, and observe 
flo much evil oonstandy [springing up; when we 
dtoteet so much attachment to the world, and 
alienation from God ; we cannot be at a loss to 
perceive the necessity for some great change, 
that we may be made holy and acceptable in his 
sight. 

** Wherefore should a living man Complain 
>-Hi man for the punishment of his sins ? Let 
us search and try our ways, and turn again to 
the Lord."* This is precisely the frame of mind 
in which we should meet affliction. Conscious 
of our sinfulness and manifold infirmities, that 
t^e deserve to suffer the wrath of God, and that 

* Lam. ill. 89, 40. 
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« 

U is of his infinite mercy we are yet the living 
to seek him, we should not venture to approacli 
him with complaints; we should be humbled 
under the mighty hand of God, and be stimulated 
to inquire, whether we have chosen the Lord as 
our God; and if so, wherein we have deviated' 
from his ways, that we may turn unto him with 
the whole heart. 

^* Show me wherefore thou contendest with 
me,"* should be the language of our minds* 
We may not rest contehted with a general ac- 
knowledgment of our sinfulness, nor be satisfied 
with a cold and languid confession of our hard* 
ness of heart, and of our proneness to wander 
from God. This, ahs! is too frequently the 
mind's subterfuge, to escape that {neroing scru*^ 
tiny which will reveal what is wished to be for^ 
gotten : it is an attempt to lose in generahEatioa 
the peculiar features of the present trial. 

God afflicts his children only when chastise* 
ment is most required ; and hente we may often 
discover in the noHnre of the trial an indication 
of its demgUy and of the eml to which it is opposed. 
Self-examination, in proportion as it brings us 
acquainted with our own hearts, leads us to 
entertain higher thoughts and juster conceptions 
of the majesty ,-power, and goodness of God* 

I 
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We can no longer allow the intrusion of doubl 
respecting his wisdom^ mercy, or love, because 
we find so much that is averse from him, and 
hateful in his sight. We can enumerate so many 
provocations/ against his glorious majesty, so 
many offences against his patience and forbear- 
ance, and such a distance from the standard of 
purity he has exhibited for our imitation^ that 
we are constrained to acknowledge the justice 
of his displeasure, his wisdom in correcting us, 
that he may recall our wandering footsteps to 
his ways, and supply us with the consolations of 
his grace. 

We are placed in the world, in a situation pf 
trial and of danger, in the midst of our feUow- 
creatures, in the relation of social beings ; and 
we have all some part or other to perform on 
this wide theatre. Since we are naturally at* 
tracted by the present sceaefei, and necessarily 
and lawfully engaged in our several stations, it 
is useful to examine, whether we have estimated 
the world and its possessions in a proper light, 
or whether, on the contrary, these have not 
occupied too much of our time, and pre-engaged 
our thoughts. 

We are ccHumanded to be '* active in business,'* 
but at the 9ame tin(ie fervent in spiriit ; and it is 
obvious that a degrcie of diligence in the former, 
which interferes with the right performance ef 
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reli^oiis duties, and inftiiigeB on ike tiMfe allotted 
for the peculiar service of Crod, or wUck readofS 
us unfitx for the ezerdse of that warship which 
should be our delight, must be proseribed. Ev» 
cessive anxietj about the cares and pursvils ct 
this life, is an insurmountable' barrier to the 
maintenance of rital religion in' the heart. 
Worldly solicitude slowly preys upon the spirits, 
and, by depressing the powers of the mind, 
prevents its looking up to God, and derivii^ ita 
happiness from his service. It securely takea 
its root in the very basis of the heart : there it 
vegetates and sends forth its shoots : these groff 
and entwine themselves around its surface, till 
at length they meet and inosculate, and thuv 
repress its few and feeble efforts to send ona 
lingering wish on high. 

This .effect will be produced, when present 
anxiety is suffered to oppress the mind and 
obsc|ire its perceptions ; when the soul no longeir 
feels the delight which it once experienced in 
contemplating the wonders of God's providence, 
and tracing his gracious and affectionate hand 
in alitbe acts of his goodness, and is incapable 
of appreciating the value of his preserving and 
sustaining mercy. When the mind ceases to 
contemplate these interesting scenes with plea- 
sure, and is absorbed with worldly projects and 
'^'^sires, the£ it is that, no longer directed to 

8* 



ahmr jMrofier object, the affeetions wander from 
Gvod: they diverge from their native centre, and 
they foU irregularly on some inferiar nbjeci ; inr 
asmuch as any thing short of the goodness and 
the oiajtsty of heaven is undeserving supreme re- 
gard. The views are i)0 longer directed towards 
the skies'; but, op the contrary, the distant 
^mpses which are caught at intervals of a 
World to comb, are illuminated only by the feeble, 
glimmering, and uncertain light of reason ; the 
desires are faint and languid ; the heart no longer 
heats responsive to the stimulus it should receive 
from contemplating the love of God \ while all its 
powers, and energies, and activity, are concen- 
trated on some present good of little real value^ 
. Perhaps, too, we may be pursuing an unlawful 
object : not only one which absorbs our thoughts 
and affections, but which engages them in direct 
hostility to the commands of God. We are 
'heaping up riches, a!nd may be little scrupuloud 
about the meanis of obtaining them, .while God 
says, ^' Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon 
farth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves break through and steal : but lay 
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, nor thieves 
break through and steal."* While he commands 

* Matt. vi. 19, 3e. 
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ma to ^' seek first Uie kii^dom of God aod his 
i^hteousness/'* we lose sight of those grand 
objects, and porsue the attainmenc of present 
good — riches, honoiur, or reputation* 
; This injurious influence exerted upon the beart« 
is visible in the life. We have no longer Chris- 
tiamty in its lordy, active < form. There is, 
indeed, a name to lire, but there is no yitality. 
The character, the hopes, the joys, the principles, 
and the prospects of the aspirant of heaven, are 
merged in the undefined and cloudy views of 
the man of the worldJ The present world is bis 
element : in it he lives, and breathes, and acts $ 
but take him from his busy scenes to his chamber, 
how cold his heart ; how feeUe, formal, and un- 
felt are his addresses to the God of grace ; how 
diminutive his exertions in the cause of religion, 
when contrasted with his general activity ! His 
conduct is influenced not by the pure ^andard 
of divine truth, but by worldly maxims and 
motives of expediency and policy, while it ceases 
to be characterized by that genuineness of prin- 
ciple which distinguishes the activity of the 
humble followeii' of Jesus. 

This state of mind is hateful to God,^ who 

wills that his creatures should live as candidates 

''for a future, better world, and should show forth 

*BIatt.vi.33i 
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Ha i^kny on earth. And jet, 00 uurkUous is itd 
attadc, 80 measured and eantious are its ajik 
proaches, that the mind may be wholly pre- 
occupied with the world, before we are BensiUe 
of having lost onr first love. C^n there be a 
question, thcnj of the necessity of self-examina- 
tion, that we may ascertidn whether we have 
declined from the ways of Cbd, and have turned 
aside to other paths? 'If this be our case, it 
becomes us to bahmee the pleasures and pursuits 
of this life with the favour of heaven, and ask 
whether the former are deliberately to be pre- 
ferred? In a season g( affliction, we shall as- 
suredly answer in the negative ; and thus shall 
we learn the relative value of present and eternal 
considerations; we shall discover our own un- 
happy choice J we shall repent, remember whence 
we are fallen, and, in the strength of divine 
grace, we shall do " the first works." 

But, again, are our attachments fixed on 
things above, or upon thingi^ 6n the earth? Man 
is a rational being ; but he is so situated in this 
world, that the great basis of his happiness is 
made to consist in the exercise of the social 
affections. The Almighty has beneficently im- 
planted in his breast a desire to promote the 
happiness of those who are dear to him, and 
has imparted to this principle such a degree of 
influence over his conducti that it gives a peculiar 
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character to his actions. As the mind expands, 
the benevolent sympathies are evolved ; during 
a state of infancy their influence is drcumscribed ; 
but soon the exercise of filial, strengthened by 
fraternal love, is expanded into the fulness of 
that benevdence which stamps the mind with 
peci^iar beauty and excellence. Allowed, how* 
ever, to r^nge through the wide field of know- 
ledge and of society, there are some objects, 
which, by possessing a greater number of affini- 
ties with his character, will necessarily attract 
and engage the attention more than others, and 
finally enlist the heart in the choice. Hence the 
origin of friendship and love, and of that delight 
which arises from the communion of kindred 
souls, in pursuit of the same great objects, and 
guided by the same immutable principles. 

While the aifections, when rightly directed, 
may lead us to greater activity in the service of 
morality and religion; so it. must be confessed^ 
that they have a natural tendency to pre-occupy 
the heart, and abstract its allegiance from God* 
Though just an4 pure in themselves, yet, by 
aiming no higher than their inmediaie obfecif 
they become #o concentrated upon it, as to be 
very little capable of more extensive and. exalted 
action, and often prove the means of alienatjing 
the heart from the pursuit of virtue. But God 
jls a jealous God ; and as tl^e supreme good, be 
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requires our hearts to be placed on him, and is 
angry when they are directed from him. He 
will not tolerate a rival in our bosoms, and if 
we inordinately love the <n'eat;ure, 'we put this 
object in the room of the Creator ; we substitute 
an idol for the true Grod, and worship with our 
hearts a poor imperfect creature, whose every 
excellence is derived from the infinitely just and 
holy God. 

As Grod demands the heart, and is provoked 
when it is bestowed upon another, so he is 
sometimes induced to remove from our sight 
Ae endeared object which has thus proved the 
occasion of weaning us from himself, instead of 
CKciting our gratitude towards him; Has this 
been the case with usf Has not the beloved 
object of our fond solicitude proved the occasion 
of dividing our hearts, and abstracting our 
thoughts and affections from pursuits of infinite 
and supreme importance ? Have we not rested 
in the pleasantness and excellence of the gift, 
while we have forgotten from wtH»n it was 
derived? Hkve we not been overwhelmed with 
anxiety for its welfare f Have we not made the 
enjoyment of its society our home-— our refuged 
When care and sorrow have invaded our bosoms, 
have we not sought the oblivion of our grief in 
the delightful intercourse of chastened affection f 
yea, has not our haj^iness consisted in this^ 
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while vfe hare forgotten to choose God as our 
portion, to seek his guidance, and come to him 
dfi our only substantial good f The continuance 
of present scenes has been all our desire; we 
have felt as if nothing could blast our happiness 
or destroy our pleasures. Yet God has shown 
us that we are in his hands ; he has smitten our 
pleasant flower, and dissipated all our fairy 
scenes of present peace. 

And has not his conduct in this instance been 
marked by merciful loving-kindness ? He is 
teaching us that no lasting happiness is to be 
found on earth, and that h^tven alone is oar 
home. He perceires that we are satisfied with 
our present comforts, and wisely directs the 
removal of these intervening objects, in order 
that we may practically learn the transitory, 
fleeting nature of terrestrial joys, and be con- 
strained to place our hopes above. Earnestly 
then should we strive to reap the benefit of the 
lesson thus painfully inculcated. 

In the present dark and clouded season, every 
object will assume an appearance differing from 
its late fascinating hue. A tender father is 
manifesting the jnsufiiciency of this world to 
satisfy the desires of an immortal mind! You 
expand your heart, and place your affections 
on the creature of a day ; but in an unexpected 
moment, death snatches away your dearest 
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friend, and you are convinced of the futility of 
expecting abiding felicity from any object so 
uncertain in its continuance. While you enjoyed, 
its presence, you wished for nothing more ; but 
you now find a void, which no recollection of 
past happiness can fill ; and you are driven to 
seek from some other source the solid peace 
you have lost. Thus, while you learn the inca- 
pacity of the creature to make you substantially 
happy, you are instructed in the allnsufficiency 
of a Saviour ; for, even under these distressing 
circumstances, he is present with you ; he puts 
underneath you his everlasting arms ; he offers 
himself to. your acceptance as a God of mercy 
and love ; and he invites you to put your whole 
trust in him. Exquisitely dear to the heart as 
is the recollection of past scenes of love, yet they 
will now appear as mispent hours, because they 
have induced you to neglect the Lord your God ; 
and the more poignant your grief, the greater 
will be your desire to live in future to his glory. 
There is no dividing the heart between God 
and his gifts ^ you cannot at the same time love 
both the one and the other supremely. The 
human heart is so farmed^ or perhaps charac- 
terized by its fallen state, that it would aim to 
share its power^ between God and the creature; 
but it is impossible. If the latter be loved equdUgy 
it will be loved superlatively. The only chance 
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6f safety is wheti love to the creatare is enter- 
tained in dir«ct subservience to the will of God* 
If, then, by this self^inspection, we learn the 
inordinate wanderings of present affection, we 
shall be desirous of transferring all the love 
which we once sinfully [Aaced on our lost relative 
to the Saviour, who is the fountain of all good* 
ness ; Mre shall be desirous of seeking him, as 
the supreme object of our delight, and shall 
earnestly pray for the assistance of his Spirit, to 
enable us to choose him as our chief good, and 
our all-sttfficietit portion. 

This is not a place of rest. Hitherto, we 
have derived our happiness from terrestrial com- 
forts ; we have calculated on their continuance, 
and we have wished no change : we have fondly 
imagined that the late happy scenes would not 
be dissipated till a period most remote, and we 
have been contented to seek no other home. 
The integral beauties of the domestic, small, but 
perfect circle, have been our paradise of earthly 
bliss. Here we have enjoyed all that heart 
could wish, or a fond imagination realize, when 
depicting its fairy prospects of felicity; and we 
faaVe forgotten that this is but the journey to an 
eternal world, or that we are travellers to a 
heavenly state. We have slumbered on the lap 
of ease, and our life has been but as a dream of 
perfect pleasure ; we are now awakened to the 
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CQJQsciousness of our delusion; and while We 
rf^gret the visionary fabric that hstfi passed away« 
we are forcibly reminded of its original instability 
aod enaptiness : we estimate these only as they 
deserve,, we find mutability stamped on etery 
thing humaQ) and our only hope of .tra«qninity 
U derived from seeking an acquaintance with 
that everlasting blessedness of the righteous^ 
which we should be preparing to enjoy. When 
wo look at the Christian, and recollect that it 
should be his delight to be conformed to the 
image of his Redeemer ; when we remember, 
that in this world the Son of Man had not where 
to lay his head, that he was despised and rejected 
oi men, and forsaken even by his disciples in 
^e hoar of peril ; surely we should be ashamed 
pf aseiuming this for our resting-place, when we 
should be striving to inherit his kingdom, and to 
be with him where he is, there to behold his glory ! 
Again ; the great God, who first breathed into 
man the spirit of life, who endowed him with 
rational faculties, and gilve him an immortal 
^itl, has conferred ^ upon each one of his crea- 
tures some varied and peculiai* talents, which, 
in their different measures, all are directed to 
improve, und exercise in his service, and to his 
liODour : the greater, therefore, our talents,> the 
greater will be the siiv of perverting or n^leOt- 
i^thein. 
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If we possess .talents^ and are indifferent to 
their cultivation and employment, we are un- 
profitable servants; and. if we pervert them by 
tending their influence to the cause of sin and 
error, we are doubly criminal ; for it is hardly 
possible to calculate the extent of the injury thus 
inflicted on the interests of truth. There is a 
serious responsibility attached to the exercise of 
talent ; and since its effects are so extensive and 
remote, and its perverted influence id destructive, 
it behooves us to inquire, if we are free from the 
charge of negligence or inattention. Perhaps 
our ability may be small ; yet each in his appro*- 
priate s{riiere possesses an important power of 
good or evil. If this influence bo duly exerted, 
its exercise will be guided by a prevailing desil*e 
to extend the knowledge of God, and promote 
the glory of his kingdom. It will be contemplate 
as a sacred deposit, which we should diligently 
employ in accomplishing this great end, in so 
far as our ability may extend. To advance th<) 
interests of morality and civil order will surely 
never be forgotten, though it may be esteemed 
as a secondary object, and arising out of th^ 
former. 

Where genuine religion is implanted in the 
heart, morality follows necessarily as its fruit ; 
and hence our great coticern will be to promote 
\ts best interests in the world. Yet the present 
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comforts of mankind at large will not be over- 
looked. Benevolence opens a wide sphere for 
action ; and though we may regret the limited 
means with which we are endowed, yet we shall 
he constantly devising new plans of usefulness, 
and seeking new evils to be remedied, new 
sorrows to be alleviated, and newUessings to 
be conferred. Real charity does not derive a 
motive toi inactivity, from the contemplation of 
what has been effected through its influence; 
but every renewed exercise of the principle gives 
it additional energy, and a consequent increased 
power of action, while it gradually, but invari^ 
ably, forms the mind to habits of benevolence. 
It will never rest satisfied with the exertions of 
yesterday, while the activity of to-day can, by 
the remotest possibility, contribute to the happi*^ 
Bess or welfare of one other objects 

The glory of God, the advancement of bis 
kingdom, and the good of mankind in its largest 
acceptation, will be the >points towairds which 
the exercise of talent should converge. And 
the motive should be disinterested. The love of 
appli^use, or the desire of power, must be dis- 
allowed and combated, as principles of action ; 
while the love of Christ should constrain and 
animate us with affection to his people, and 
furnish abundant incentives to activity. We 
oj(len do right; we eiext our talents to the 
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tttmoflC) in a good, nay, in the very best of causes, 
bttt perhaps from unworthy motives. If we do 
not hope to ohtain the lore and estefem of the 
world, yet the influence we fondly anticipate 
over oar little social circle, is often too attractive 
to be resisted. In this scrutiny of the heart we 
cannot be too rigid ; for it is the motive which 
characterizes the act, and not the act itself, the 
source from which it springs. This indeed may 
appear pure to others, and yet may be the most 
contaminated. We must investigate the motive 
and the aim of our conduct; and if, in the 
exercise of talents intrusted to us, conscience 
will approve both the former and the latter ; if 
we are satisfied that there is no abuse of the 
influence we have exerted ; we have still to ask, 
whether we have done so much as we ought, 
whether We have done so mach as we could^ 
and have been as diligent and active as our 
situation has demanded. It will be well indeed 
for us, if we have not to lament the improper 
use of our capacity to do good; but we can 
hardly expect to be able justly to acquit ourselves 
of neglect, of inattention to opportunities of 
exertion,, and of the want of purity in oui^ 
motlve^A Afltiction detects the lurking evil, and 
discovers; abundant cause for the judgments of 
God inflicted on us. 

This afflictive providence leads us still further 
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to inquire into our habitual preparedness tot 
death, and the solemn realities it will disclose. 
Mankind in general look around them ; and in 
the circle of their acquaintance, many, one after 
another, are taken away: the ridi and the poor, 
the young and the old, the just and the unjust, 
are alike the subjects of mortality. Those with 
whom we have associated to-day, are no more 
seen in their accustomed situations: others suc- 
ceed them : and perhaps .e^en this generation 
passes away, and yet man is unmindful of his 
approaching end. Among those who ^survive, 
the ravages of disease are evident, and we see 
some maintaining a lingering existence, whom 
we certainly calculate on soon consigning to the 
tomb. Yet we forget that we must follow them. 
We are unwilling to live in the constant recol- 
lection of the uncertainty and brevity of human 
life, and we are naturally inclined to* postpone 
the certain approach of death to a veiy distant, 
and yet more distant day. 

*< Man that is born of a woman is of few days, 
and full of trouble. He cometh forth like a 
flbwer, and is cut down: he fleeth also as a 
shadow, and continueth not."* Human Ufe, in» 
deed, is aptly compared to a flower : it flourishes 
in all the pride of youth and beauty ; and as it 
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advances to maturity, promiseB to disperse its 
fragrance and its charms to a widely extended 
circle. We gaze and admire, as it expands its 
freshening beauties, and we fervently pray that 
nothing may impair its vigour or arrest its 
growth. But we are soon painfully taught the 
rapidity of its progress. For, while our hearts 
kindle into contemplation on the coming pros^ 
pects and anticipated pleasures which promise 
to attend its full-blown sweetness, it has passed 
at once to a state of decay. A few days only 
are allotted for the completion of this process; 
and it is uncertain whether even these few days 
may be accomplished. For a nipping frost has 
chilled its powers ; the pelting of the untimely 
wintry storm has stripped it of its vitaUty and 
beauty ; or the destructive worm has slowly but 
ejSfectually preyed upon its roots, destroyed its 
healthy active hue, substituted the wa.n character 
of disease, and now it ** fleeth as a shadow, and 
co^tinueth not." 

Human life is indeed promising at its outset^ 
but it is rapid in its progress^ and uncertain in 
its duration. Yet, in entire forgetfiilness of the 
testimony of the Sacred Writings, the evidence 
of our observation, and the undisputed fact, that 
a very large majority of mankind die in the 
most promising period of human existence, in 
childhood and youth, we cannot be practically. 
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eonTinced of our own mortafitj. But death ban 
Boir invaded our own immediate circle, it kas 
removed from our sight one in whom we de- 
lighted, and on the protraction of whose dajrs 
we securely calcuhted, and even fondly built 
the realization of all our future scenes of happi- 
ness; we hare lost the friend, without whom the 
domestic circle will be incomplete ; and this event 
has occurred in a most unexpected moment. 
Surely, then, it becomes us to obtain a deep 
conviction of the uncertainty of life, practically 
to entertain the idea of our own approaching 
mortality, to put the question, " Am I also 
ready?" and to seek after a constant preparation 
for this great change* 

YeB ; we are mortal ! nor can we possibly post- 
pone the appointed hour (^ dissolution. Sooner 
or later, and we know not how soon, we shall 
be called to leave this world for another. A few 
days, perhaps ^nly a few hours since, our dear 
friend was in perfect health, cheering and cheer- 
ed by our mutual intercourse ; and though folly 
prepared for this awftil, sudden change, little 
dreamed that the messenger of separation was 
so near at hand. Instead of his removal, the 
summons might have been made to the survivor; 
and are you equally ready to meet your God i 
No man knows the time or the manner of his 
death ; it is a wise provision, that we remain 
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ignorant of its approach ;: hut, since it may come 
as a thief ia the night, and as the sick-bed is 
not thie place for repentance^ when the mind is 
clouded by disease, and its perceptions too fre* 
quently distorted ; if we would wish to die in 
peace, and in the assured hope of a hi^y 
resurrection, we should have our prospects for 
eternity clear and well defined during a stale of 
health ; we should be watching^ for the coming 
of the Lord, and be prepared to yield ourselves 
into the arms of the Redeemer of sinnera :-^ 
thus to die is infinite gain. 

Should death be tl|e only circumstance we do 
tiot anticipate, the only journey for which we 
are careless of our safety and comfort, the only 
important vicissitudes which claims no regard f 
Surely this iei not the part of prudence. May 
we be no longer unmindful of its approach, but 
earnestly inquire, if our lights are burning and 
our lamps trimmed ; and if not, may we diligently 
prepare them, atid stand having our *' loins girt 
about with truth, and having on the breast-plate 
of righteousness; and our feet shod with the 
preparation of the Gospel of peace ; above all, 
taking the shield of faith, wherewith we shall be 
able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 
And take the helmet of salvation, and the swordi 
of the Spirit, which is the word of Gqd : praying 
Always with all prayer and supplication in the 
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Spirit, uid watching thereunto with all perse- 
rerance and supplication for all saints."* 

Christianity is a vital animating principle, and 
it is highly important for us to know whether iti? 
influence is really extended over our hearts and 
liyes, or whether we merely profess a belief in 
its truth, while our temper^ our feelings, and 
our conduct remain unaffected by its influence. 

The external profession of religion in the 
present day is very common ; I had almost said, 
it has become fashionaUe; at all events, it is 
not now that Grange thing which once sulh^ 
jected its friends to reproach and persecution. 
It would indeed be uncharitable and unjust to 
deny the rapid increase of vital religion ; but at 
the same time, as the stream has widened it has 
become shallower : and as difficulties have been 
removed, so has arisen the temptation to choose 
its flowery banks, from custom and habit, early 
prejudice, or perhaps interested motives. These, 
and a thousand causes such as these, may induco 
us to take up our lot with the disciples of Christ, 
while it is yet evident that we have no title to 
true religion. Our attendance upon the worship 
of God, reverence for the Sabbath, activity in 
promoting the progress of religious truth, and 
choosing other professors as our companions and 

^Eph.vi,14— 18. 
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firiendfl, do not prove that we are sincerely ie* 
sirous of being taught oi Grod, and indented 
by his Spirit to purity of action* Yet on these 
grounds we may be seeking reposey and lulling 
our consciences into security^ while we should be 
tremblingly aliye to the dangers of our situation* 
The peaceful but lifeless professor is in greatet 
danger than the avowed profligate, since the 
avenues of his heart are closed to the importib 
nities of divine truth. 

But if it be thus easy to mistake on tht 
ground of a sincere reception of Christianity, it 
is even more so to impose on the heart, by tb# 
external propriety of our eonduet. We may 
rest for safety on the puriily of our liv^, on our 
charity and good works : or we may err equally 
on the opposite side of the question; for, as 
£aith without works is dead, so good works, if 
they do not proceed from correct motives, are 
the body without the soul; they want the vital 
principle which stamps them with value. 

Simple morality does not, cannot comprehend * 
the whole scheme of Christianity. It can effect 
much in ameliorating the temper and correcting 
the life; but it can neper cfiange the heaft; it 
can never induce holy principles, nor originate 
good a^ionst springing from pure fnoUveu^ and 
having a direct tendeo/cy to raise the thoughts 
to heaven, or the affections to God. Affliction 
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unmasks these errors: for it finds us destitute 
of the consolations of religion, ft principle which, 
having never vegetated in our bosoms, cannot 
therefore produce its fruits i if we attempt to 
look back on our past lives, we find so much 
evil, that we cannot derive comfort from the 
Retrospect; and even if we could, this would fail 
df imparting peace under circumstances so dis- 
tressing. 

Perhaps we have no concern about religion, 
and are looking to the world, to philosophy, and 
a thousand false hopes, for consolation in the 
hour of triaL Diligent self-inspection will di»- 
cover our error, show us that we are seeking 
comfort where none is to be found, point to the 
only real source of happiness, and induce a con- 
viction of our own helplessness, and of the suit- 
ableness of a Saviour's grace to supply our 
wants, to lead us from darkness to light, and 
from self-reliance to Jesus, the. Mediator of the 
new covenant, and finally bring us to inherit « 
crown of glory which fadeth not away. 

The Christian will be anxious to inquire if be 
^ has embraced the whole of Chnitiamtj/j and if 
its principles produce their legitimate influence 
on his heart and life. When he is chastened, 
he will suspect some secret evil, and desire to 
be brought acquainted with it, and enabled to 
resist it in the strength of divine grace. His 
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IMfini^^des are pat to* tke test. Do they now 
dford him coiifiolation and support? Do they 
enable birrn to be meek, patient, and submissivey 
aoid lead bim to dependence upon God? It is 
higlhly important that his views should be well 
defined^ Us hopeir bi^ightened by truth, his pros« 
pects fixed on eternity, and all his principles 
extracted simply from^ the Bible. This must be 
his last appeal, his counsellor, his best and coI^- 
stant friend* 

, Christianity is not a revelation from which 
we may euU, for our reception and obedience, 
such parts as are most congenial to our feelings : 
but the whole truth must be received from the 
heart, as a perfect rule of life, and unerring 
guide through every difficulty, and the immtrta* 
trie standard of opinion and action. We can^ 
tet retain one of il^ dbctrines, while We reject 
the rest : we cannot yield' obedience to some f^ 
its pvecepts, while We are babitfaally negUgen^ 
of others. We may not forget the self^nial it 
enjoinsv nor the rigid activity in the service of 
God which it requires^ While we receive the s^ 
curity it offers, both now and hereafter, to those 
who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. We may 
aot lose sight of the good works it enforces, 
indiile we rest our faith on the promises it con* 
tains. We may not separate the practice from 
the priacipky nor the principle from the practice. 

10 



110 ON S£LF-£XAflfINATIONk 

We must be careful that the principles Wis 
have imbibed are drawn from this pure source } 
and that they are unadulterated by any modifi-^ 
cation of human invention. These principles 
must be examined, and their efficacy must be 
proved. Whilst the Christian is led to 6od» in 
the exercise of humble prayer^ by the contem- 
plation of his own sinfulness^ and the suffering 
he endures, he will yet wait with patience, as- 
sured that, in his own good time, God will work 
deUverance ; or, if this be impossible, that he 
will grant what is infinitely more valuable, the 
sanctification of the affliction. We must not 
be weary in waiting upon God. Though he 
does not answer our petitions immediately; or 
though, in infinite wisdom, he does not see fit to 
grant the requests of short-sighted mortality; 
yet be may bless us in some other way of 
far greater importance. If we are purified, 
and sublimed, and prepared for heaven, are we 
aot abundantly benefited ? 

This consideration will induce the mourner 
to remember his past sufferings, and to inquire 
what good^iie has derived from those afflictive 
events which are now past, and from that under 
which he at present labours^ Have trials, com-* 
missioned by the long-suffering mercy of a com«- 
passionate God, produced their proper effect in 
making him more holy and heavenly-minded. 
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more afraid of sin, and more desirous of living 
to his glory f Perhaps he can look back on past 
scenes of sorrow with bitter recollection, on 
hours of suffering misimproyed, and talents per- 
verted. Perhaps he wiU lament the little fruit- 
fulness which has sprung from this beneficent 
culture; and to his present sorrow will be added 
the aggravation of having trifled with the Most 
High; of having safferedy yet without advant- 
age. If this be the case, he will be doubly 
anxious to reap the benefit of present affliction ; 
and he will obtain a fresh and powerful motive 
to self-inspection. He will be assured that the 
Lord doth all things well, and will be concerned 
that he still needs this discipline to wean him 
from the earth, and fix his attachments on 
heaven; he wiU regret that he has made so little 
progress towards the celestial kingdom ; and he 
will be desirous of having his pace quickened, 
and of acquiring a new, and powerful, and last- 
ing stimulus to diligence and exertion. 

But there are dangers and errors attending 
even this process of self-examination, which it 
will be right to keep in view, or we may arrive 
at false conclusions ; and with all our scrutiny, 
and all our sorrow, derive no, advantage from 
either. 

So great a flatterer of its thought;^ and actions 
is the human heart, that there is no inconsideratde 
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»r lest we be indeed, with 8peciptt» self-^ 
complacency, to proclaim to ourselves, ^^ Peace, 
peyace, where there is no peace/'*' The principle 
of self-love is, of all others, the most intimately 
interwoven with our n^ure; it is almost the 
first stimulus to action, and it I^nds ji|;# dharac- 
teristic influence to the whole of our conduct* 
Under one or other of its ever^-varying forms it 
is perpetually exhibited in our live^* and affords 
its peculiar bias to our opinions, whil^e it eonfirow 
the habits and strengthens tha pr^jttdioes we 
have entertained, and th|is pres^s as ohitacle 
to the discovery of truth, lest we become ae* 
quainted with the unwelcome fact, tk^ hitherto 
we have been in error. Its immediate influence 
is to reconcile us to ourselves, and to in9.ke us 
well pleased with what we are, rather thaa with 
what we ought to be« 

The discovery of the unboupded influence of 
this principle will humble us, will assist in pre- 
serving us from error, and, by laying open to 
our view the secret wickedness of the mind, will 
prove that ^' the heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked ;''t that it " is 
prone to evil, and that contipually ;'' and that 
nothing short of divine poivev can effect a change^ 
This will induce us to l()pk firom ourselve? to 
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tib Author of all good for wisdom and strength ; 
and while we would desire to maintain a constant 
warfare with evil, we shall still be expecting 
support from him ; since it is only in his strength 
that we can obtain a victory. It is by his grace 
we shall escape the delusions of sin and error ; 
and it is only by his power we can be preserved 
from falling. 

In this trial we shall need a standard of 

• 

purity, that we may compare the actual state of 
our bosoms with the principles, the feelings, 
and the actions which should constitute the 
Christian character. But this standard must 
hot be of our own selection, or we should accom- 
modate the test to our peculiar views r we are- 
too apt at all times to frame systems^. and to 
make facts and opinions subservient to their 
support ; and when so materially interested, it 
^onld not be surprising if ^e adopted a modo 
of comparison so congenial with our prejudices. 
Neither must we adopt a standard of puritjr 
which the world has selected^ since this will be 
ever varying according to the deepemng shades 
of error which encompass the votaries of Jhshidoj. 
and, at the bidding of Uie thoughtless, and the 
gay, will be easily mo^ULe^ by eircums^^oces, 
and will assume almost any shape an)|i. form,, 
and length and iH-e^h, widch convenience mof 
require. 

10» 
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Bqt moral rqetilude is iipehapgeiab|e and vmr 
^O^DPimodAtiiig* ft is the ftam^ to-day af a 
U^Misand years ago ; it is (tie same u^der ^very 
fircumstaace ; oca: cc^p it sustf^p the sioaliest 
alteration in its nature, without suferipg a prcH 
portionate loss* We look in vfiin for some uQr 
orri^g guide: we cannot find it in ourselves, por 
in the maxims of the world, nor in th^ sublime 
ethics of philosophy* The only true standard 
is the Holjr Scripture, and it is by its precepts 
we must investigate our hearts* Here we shall 
find an estimate of purity the most sublime, a 
tone of morality the most exalted, principles the 
most refined, and precepts the most beneficent 
and engaging. We shall not be lulled inta 
security by false opinions and distorted maxims; 
but the way of truth will be 90 plain^ that we 
Gptnnot mistake; so pure, that we cannot be 
deceived. It is the motive which characterize* 
the act ; a corrupt tree cannot bring forth good 
iff ilit : and thus are we led to the source of the 
evil, and te the on^y possibility of cure, in a new 
heart and a right spirit, which are ^ the gift of 
God. We have np longer any excuse foij.wanr 
dertng in the diark ; " Oi light" is pi:ovided " for 
our feet, and a laniipjK|»l!iQ,5tir paths." If we are 
in a state of ttnce»tainty,;here we may be directed 
into the way ^ all'tr^th,. tbe way which leads 
to present peace and eyerlasting happiness. To 
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thi^ standard alone we muit accommodate our 
riew« ; by thU must we estimate our. conduct^ 
and if we are really desirous of asoertaining the 
trutb» there will be little danger of errort 

A superficial glance> however, will not suffioet 
We must not be contented to examine the ez* 
terior profession only, nor be concerned to fix 
the degree of estimation in which our character 
is held by those with whom we are associated. 
We may not please ourselves with the correctness 
of our actions, and be contented to remain in 
uncertainty with regard to the principles which 
produce them : neither may we assume the rec- 
titude of our motives, because we are induced to 
be more attentive to the concerns of religion, 
and are more fastidious in some parts of our 
conduct, than are some of our neighbours : the 
very evil we should detect, may still hirk under 
a plausible garb of professed piety, and thus 
readily elude our feeble search. 

We are not called to examine ourselves ai| 
we appear to others, when we know the eye of 
the world is fixed upon us; but as we reaUjf arc 
at home, in the secret retreats of life, in the 
)inidst of our family, with our every-day tempers 
and dispositions^ exposed to unnumbered sources 
of irritation, to trials, to sickness, and privations ; 
and, moro than all, to the deceitfulness of the 
heart! 
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Nor are we simply in danger of looking at d 
few weeds on the surface, and of forgetting the 
source from which they spring ; but we are like- 
wise disposed to giro only a partial inspection. 
We possess, perhaps from nature, some quality 
which we rainly imagine is superior ; we pride 
ourselves on its exercise, we conceive that this 
will hide a multitude of defects, and atone for 
the errors and the follies of our daily life; and 
it is to this part of our conduct that we most 
readily turn the inquiring eye, while we fondly 
strive to forget all our faults in the complacent 
satisfaction we derive from the conscious ex- 
ercise of this one virtue. We must be divested 
of partiality before we can be prepared to in- 
vestigate our conduct ; and we must distinctly 
remember that it is to the whole^ and not to ther 
exercise of one insulated principle, that our 
attention must be directed. 

It will be generally found, that this is not a 
pleasant duty, that it brings to our view so much 
that affords matter for sorrow, as to divest us of 
all our self-complacency. But if we are sinful 
and estranged from God, this is the very effect 
intended to be produced; and why should we* 
hesitate to employ the means f The end designed 
by affliction is the sanctification of its sulgect» 
And how can this be accomplished, but by the 
discovery of error, by repentance and turning^ 
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to ^God) and by f b^ exerobe of faith in the Lord 
Jesus Chmt, M the oaly Mediator f W(e<»iiiiot 
mortify sin, uplcHin we koow and trace its exist- 
ance and its power ; nor resist temptation, unless 
we are acquainted with its infinenee. We cannoit 
grow in conformity with the image of Christ, 
unless we seek diligently to destroy the reigning 
power of mortal corruption; nor become ac- 
quainted with the heart, unless we commune 
with ourselves, and examine its inmost recesses. 
We shall not justly aj^eciate the littleness of 
the events of this life, and the magnitode and 
importance of the concerns of eternity j until we 
know our own hearts, their aversion from aU 
that is good, their tendency to evil, their attach- 
ment to the earth and all its vanities, and their 
entire unfitness for heaven. 

We cannot indulge security, . unless we are 
satisfied of our advancement in the divine life . 
and how can we be satisfied with amr puny aUain' 
mefOSf when the great apostle of the Gentiles 
declares that he acts not as though he had 
already attained, either were already perfect, 
but exclaims, ^^ I follow after, if that I may ap- 
prehend that for which also t am apprehended 
of Christ Jesus. Brethren, I count not myself 
to have apprehended : but this one thing" I do, 
forgetting those things which are behind, and 
reaching fortb unto those things which are before* 
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I press toward t^e mark for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus."* Let us 
then be active and diligent ; let us not be slothful, 
but followers of them who, through faith and 
patience, inherit the promises. 

It is then our duty to examine ourselves with 
sincerity, entreating the presence and assistance 
of the Holy Spirit of Truth. For we are feeble, 
guilty creatures ; we cannot think a good thought, 
nor do a good action ; and it is only through 
strengthening grace that we shall be able to 
perform this duty aright. We must do our part ; 
but Grod alone can bless our feeble efforts ; he 
only can thoroughly know the heart and disclose 
its secrets to us, can lead and guide us into the 
way of truth, enable us to walk in the light of 
his countenance, and teach us to profit by his 
word and by his dispensations. With earnest 
solicitude, then, shall we adopt the prayer of the 
Psalmist : " Search me, O God, and know my 
heart : try me, and know my thoughts : and see 
if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me 
in the way everlasting,"! with the delightful 
confidence that the prayer of faith wiU be heard 
and answered. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

ON THE DUTY OF RESIGNATION. 

Submission to the will of God under the afflic- 
tive events with which he is pleased to visit his 
children, is a lesson of the ^rst importanee, and 
a paramount duty of the Christian mourner. 
The sacrifice of a contrite, obedient spirit, is 
well pleasing tOvGod« The exercise of cheerful 
resignation to his wiU is, perhaps, a duty the 
most difficult to perform ; but it involtes a prin- 
ciple which, when it originates from a heart-felt 
conviction of the power and wisdom of Jehovah, 
regulated and characterized by his mercy and 
love, from a persuasion of his right to do with 
us as seemeth good in his sight, and of his in- 
flexible justice and nsiatchless purity ; when it is 
strengthened by the recollection of itis faithful-, 
ness, who has promised that all things shall work 
together for the eventual good of those who love, 
and serve^ and fear him ; when it is founded on 
the propriety of our obedience to Him whose we 
are; and when it is sanctioned by an abiding 
sense of our own siafulness and exposure to the 
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wrath of God, with just views of the great good 
to be accomplished in us, is at once the most 
delightful and the highest attainment of the 
Christian temper on earth. 

However plausible and easy this may appear 
to be in theory, however much it may seem to 
be the natural* resdt of the Christian dbaracter, 
it is quite certain, that to feel the chastening 
baad of Gedir and at the same time to exercise 
a cheerful, aequiescence in the ^ine appoint-^ 
ment, is so contrary to hunaa nature, that it is 
extremely difficult to bear suffering with that 
meekness, humility^ patience, submission, and 
sorrow for sin, which are iiipebided in this grace. 
Henee the necessity of becoming familiar with 
the duty, and striving most earnestly not only 
to< know, but toferi and practise it. 

Resignation presnpposes a decided preference 

<tf doing what God commands, and undergoing 

what he ioBktB^ to the eigoyment of our own 

pleoiuree and demee. Befohe die bumaa niiRd 

can cheerfully beajr ita inclinotibns to be thwart^, 

and its affisctions nipped in thei]} kinifliest growth, 

it must be deeply imbued with the rigJbteousn€Mi 

of Jfehovah's character and government^ and 

with, the infinite vahie of the soul : it must have 

been taught the vanity of seeking hflppinesa in 

the creature, and the sufierior nature of rebgioua 

joys. NatiuaUy self-wilM, attached to the pre^ 
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wjat scenes, and desirous of gratifying those 
affections and feelings which own a depraved 
heart {^r their source, and present objects for 
their centre, it is not easy to give up our own 
will thus entirely, and requires not only oiur 
renewal by the Holy Spirit, but likewise the 
exercise of a constant reliance on Him who 
demands these sacrifices only for our good. 

Resignation implies a distrust of our own 
understanding, and a cheerful confidence in the 
wisdom of God. The mind fondly clings to the 
imperfect vi^ws of mortality, and with the scanty 
knowledge of a day, often vainly imagines thai 
it could remedy evils and alleviate suffering! 
which we now see and feel to be prevalent and 
inevitable. But the pride of intellect must be 
abandoned ; we must become as little children 
before we c^n suffer the will of God with placid 
submission. We must cease to speculate on 
the causes and consequences of our sufferingt 
and to scrutinise inquisitively the reasons of the 
divine appointment ; we must believe that it is 
right, because he does it; and rely with confi- 
dence on his gracious promise, that *^ what we 
know not now, we shall know hereafter.'' God 
has promised to reveal to us his designs in it 
future life, and to enable ua to perceive the evd 
of that affliction which sovereign mercy has 
eommissioaed to detach us from the world« 

11 
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This dutj pre-supposes a belief of the goodnes9 
of God. We must possess exalted views of a 
Saviour's character, before we can trust our all 
in his hands. Could we entertain a doubt of 
bis infinite holiness, believe the possibility of his 
unkindness, or indulge the thought that all his 
dispensations are not the result of his compassion, 
we could not commit ourselves to his care and 
guidance. But God is late: he has revealed 
himself under the most endearing characters; 
he has exhibited his mercy, in that he has re* 
conciled us to himself through the blood of a 
dying Redeemer ; and will he not likewise give 
lis inferior blessings? He is infinitely good ; he 
does not willingly afBict his children, but chastens 
them for their profit ; and, assured that aU our 
trials proceed from this pure source,, we cheer- 
fully resign ourselves to his disposal. 

Our heavenly Father has promised to support 
us, and informs us that he has commissioned 
triak to bring about our sanctification. And if 
we contemplate the character of God, the equity 
of his government, the appointments of his pro* 
vidence, and his dealings with ourselves, we shall 
have reason to believe that He i$ faithfid tdio 
has promUedf and that he is aUe to keep that 
which we liave committed to his care. 

-The duty of resignation comprehends farther, 
an unfeigned dedication of ourselves to the Lord 
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of heaven and earth. Wfe must have chosen 
him for our God, because he has made us his 
children ; and have determined to know nothing 
among men save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 
We must have been convinced of our dependence 
on him, and have resolved with all our hearts 
and minds to live to his glory, before we can 
cheerfully seek to know and to do his will exclu- 
sively. Then shall we not be moved by any of 
these light afflictions, biit shall consider simply 
the hand of God, acknowledge' that not the 
minutest circumstance escapes his observation, 
and be earnestly desirous of doing what he re- 
quires, under every changing scene. 

From this slight sketch, it is evident that the 
perfect exercise of this principle is no ordinary' 
attainment ; but it is not a trifling good we have 
placed before us as the prize. The active in* 
fluence of this grace difiTuses so much peace and 
serenity over the mind, affords such solid ground 
of consolation, and gives so well founded a hope 
of our eternal interest in the Saviour's righte- 
ousness, that it is indeed worthy our pursuit; 
for success will prove a source of unspeakable 
blessing, and we shall praise the hand that has 
afflicted us. 

The possession of this virtue in its active in- 
fluence, as it weans from earth and leads us to 
place our afiection9 on heavenly objects, is ill- 
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finitely more necessary to our peace than any 
comfort we may have lost. An alKwise Jehovah 
has taken from us a beloved object — ^the source 
of much present pleasure; but it is his design to 
bring us to love him more-^to mature us for 
the enjoyment of richer blessings in a world of 
unfading bliss, and to make us more like unto 
Him who was a man of sorrows 'and acquainted 
with grief* 

We are in the frequent habit of repeating 
that beautifbl and concitfe petition, <' Thy will be 
done ;" yet we too often overlook the extensive 
duties it embraces, and the boundless submission 
which it promises. It is reasonable that God 
should try the patience of his children, and toach 
them obedience to his will* Hence, there are 
the best of reasons for their afflictions, without 
which they would be destitute of these graces, 
which can only be exemplified when their wills 
are opposed. The Christian character can be 
perfected only by the exercise of these principles ; 
and hence we pray daily, that God would try us, 
and purify us, and, consequently, would oppose 
our inclinations and desires ; in truth, that he 
would afflict us. 

This prayer includes a profession of our readi- 
ness to suffer for Christ's sake. When, there^ 
fore, death removes *' the desire of his eyes with 
a stroke," the Christiau still will bless God^^ 
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will praise him for that grace which enables 
him to support his trials — ^will look to Jesus as 
to the kind shepherd who will not suffer him to 
want^— will receive all his appointments with a 
placid and grateful heart, and seek to be more 
and more closely united to him. We pray that 
the work of patience may be wrought and per- 
fected in us, and we leave the care of accom^ 
plishing this great' end to Him who best knows 
our hearts, and can well appreciaite its necessity. 

It is possible that, in effect, we entreat that 
some of our favourite schemes niay be thwarted, 
our loveliest prospects shrouded, and our greatest 
earthly blessings removed from us ; and yet, in 
the anticipation of all these circumstances, we 
promise a cheerful acquiescence in the divine 
will. It is the Lord, let him do what seemeth 
him good, is the temper in which the greatest 
afflictions should be encountered. We may, in- 
deed, pray for their removal, with submission to 
the appointment of Heaven ; but we must con- 
clude our petition in the words of our Saviouf : 
^* Nevertheless, not my will, but thine be done." 

The best safeguard of our peace, and the most 
appropriate expression of our aflf^tionate de- 
pendence on the divine power, will be to exercise 
contentment with our lot however adverse, and 
to suppress the secret murraurings of that heart 
trhidi is by nature prone to rebellion against 
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God. It will not be sufficient that we atoid 
accusing of injustice the Supreme Being, or 
uttering" Our displeasure by insinuations against 
th^ goodness and purity of bis character ; that 
we avoid accusing him of unkindness or ptfrtialitjF 
in the distribution 'of his favours; or that we 
profess our submission to his appointments, our 
obedience to his will, and our attachment to his 
government and bis cause : but the secret dis^ 
eontent of the heart must be sought out. and 
combated, a feeling which, though frequently 
unexjN'essed, occupies and estranges the mind, 
and fills it with unjust and injurious thoughts o£ 
our heavenly Father* 

Do we, then, now entertain exalted ideas of 
Jehovah's character, and of the equity of his 
dealings with us ? Can we deliberately , pro* 
Bounce his work to be good f And are our af- 
fections warmed and kindled by the discipline 
with which he has visited us, rather than con- 
tracted and shrivelled by the indulgence of dis- 
content f If there be no expansion of the heart; 
if we cannot bless God for his mercy in afflict- 
ing us, we have not yet learned the duty of ac- 
quiescence in bis will. 

The Christian's temper, and particularly his 
decided preference of the love of Grod to every 
inferior blessing, is peculiarly exercised under 
seasons of affliction* Submission to the will of 
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God cannot readily be eounterfeited: there ia 
nothing in the human mind sufficiently analo- 
gous with it) to assume its 'prevailing features. 
It cannot be mistaken for the princiides of the 
stoic. These, indeed, may do much in fortify- 
ing the mind; but they can never bring it to a 
patient submissicm to the disposal of Infinite 
Wisdom. The highest lessons of philosophic 
morality fall very far short of this last but beflt 
attainment of the Christian. And, indeed, this 
important point of duty can only be learned of 
God ; it can only be kept alive in the heart by 
his power ; it can only be invigorated and sup- 
ported in the soul that lives with God. The 
heart which dwells much upon the earth; the 
thoughts that are engaged on worldly objects; 
the affections which are anxiously fixed on the 
things that are seen, and which do not princi- 
pally delight to love God, and to hold commu- 
nion with him, are obstacles to the exercise of 
resignation. 

It is, indeed, quite possible to bear suffering 
without complaining, and yet not to be resigned 
to the will of Heaven ; it is possible to practise 
the careless apathy of indifference, without the 
smallest claim to that calm composure of heart 
which knows and feels, admires and loves, the 
chastisenients which proceed from God. There 
ere characters whose pride will bear them far 
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above ,tlie influence of complaiiit, but whose 
breast is agitated by tumultuous passions, and 
occupied with harsh and rebellious thoughts 
against God, and his goodness and mercy. 
There are; unquestionably, those, who, in the 
apparent cisilmness with which they meet trials, 
would seem to hold out examples of suffering 
affliction, but who endiire from necessity what 
they consider as unavoidable, because murmur- 
ing would but add to their disquietude ; and who 
stubbornly refuse to yield obedience to the all- 
wise hand which dispenses every affliction as 
well as every pleasure. Their quietude arises 
from want of feeling on the one hand, or from 
indifference to the judgments of God, not from 
that peace which pas^eth all understanding. 

The equanimity of the Christian may, per- 
haps, arise in part from similar principles, and 
while he aims to be submissive to his heavenly 
Father, he will inquire if his resignation pro- 
ceed from just principles, and if its tendency be 
to wean the heart from the world, and to make 
him more in love with the beauties of religion, 
and the glorious prospects of an unseen state. 
In the performance of this difficult but import*^ 
ant duty, he will he desirous of obtaining every 
assistance, to strengthen his faith, and hope, and 
dependence upon God. Such assistance hM 
been supplied in the animating example of suf-^ 
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fering saints, with idiich the Holy Scriptur^fi 
abouod. 

Abraham was called upon to sacrifice his soti 
Isaac — his oidif son — the child of his old age — 
^ and him on whom so large a promise depended. 
He was called to yield him up into the hakids of 
God who gave him, lyhen bis opening faculties 
had endeared him to an aged father's heart, by 
many interesting associations and brightening 
prospects of his future greatness, and meful- 
ness, and blessedness. For this sad event he is 
quite unprepared ; and it is aggravated, too, by 
being apparently within his own control. Hin 
4arling child is not taken awlty by disease^ or 
by any <^ those accidents to which human na^ 
ture is liable. Had this been the case, Abra- 
ham might have reflected on the impossibility of 
his returning to him, and of the mercy of God 
in having removed him. But he is directed to 
prepare for his death-^-^to be himself the instru^ 
ment! — to immolate his son to the Almighty! 
Gan any circumstances mor^ distressing be con<* 
ceived, which would more probably excite aft 
the agonising reluctance of parental affection f 
And yet, when the Lord Jehovah calls him, he 
answers, **Here am I;" in faith he resigns 
himself to the disposal of God ; and with the 
most perfect submission to his will, he proceeds 
even to the last ^iMremity* God, however, in« 
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terposes; and he will interpose for yon; not, 
indeedy in the same miraculous manner, but in 
enabling you to bear with meekness and pa* 
tience the trial with which he has visited you. 
We see how honourable a testimony is borne to 
Abraham's faith by the Apostle Paul, and the 
great and inestimable benefits with which it is 
connected. And the Lord himself declares that 
he is well pleased with this humble sacrifice; 
for, '*By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, 
because thou hast done this thing, and hast not 
withheld thy son, thine only son : that in blesi^ 
ing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will 
multiply thy seed as the stars of heaven, and as 
the sand which is upon the sea-shore; and thy 
seed shall possess the gate of his enemies ; and 
in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.'^ 
Here is encouragement to wait upon God, 
and do his will : an incentive to acquiescence in 
all his appointments, however painful and ad- 
verse. Here too i^ a distinguishing proof of 
the influence of religion in supporting the mind 
under the most afflictive dispensations; and 
when we recollect, that this was exhibited by 
one who did not, as we do, enjoy a clear revela- 
tion of Jesus Christ, H is enough to excite tb^ 

« Gen. zzi^ 16-lit 
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crimson glow of shame, that, with all our privi- 
legesy we are so far behind the patriarch of old. 
L^t us emulate his example, and earnestly pray 
for his faith, his submission, his obedience, and 
then may we expect to inherit the blessings 
which are prepared for those who follow his 
steps* 

Many other eminent saints have felt exam-* 
pies of resignation and patience under afBiction, 
such as Job, and David, and others ; all serving 
to strengthen and confirm the inferences wo 
have drawn from the example of Abraham* 
Neither are the instances of a patient endurance 
6f affliction confined to the Old Testament dis** 
pensation: for the Apostles counted it joy to 
suffer for Cfiri'st's sake; and the primitive Chris^ 
tians, actuated by lively fiiitfa in the Redeemer, 
endured the cross, despised the most cruel per- 
secutions, cheerfully underwent a great variety 
of privations, and suffered distresses, fully equal 
to any which can fall to the lot of humanity, in 
the present day. Yet their strength was made 
perfect in weakness ; they were enabled not only 
to be submissive, and to endure with fortitude^ 
but to rejoice in tribulation, to triumph over 
death in every frightful shape, and to commit 
the keeping of their souls unto a faithful Crea* 
tor. God was with them and supported them : 
liis presence. was the ground of their joy, and 
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tbeir acquiescence in his will tb6 means of tlieir 
receiying ibe richest blessings. He is able to 
keep us from faHiog, to preserve us from every 
danger, and to refine and purify us from all 
iniquity* 

God has likewise given for our imitation, the 
example of his only-begotten Son Jesus Christ* 
Our adorable Lord was no stranger, to sorrow, 
for he was despised and rejected of men ; yet he 
opened not his mouth: he took upon himself 
wr infirmities, and supported the accumulated 
weight of human wo; yet without the smallest 
admixture of sin: in this world he was poor» 
despised, and persecuted, arraigned as a crimi- 
nal, and condemned, though innocent, to sufifer 
the death of the cross: surely, he has borne our 
griefs and carried our infirmities $ he bore our 
sins in his own body on the cross; he sufiTered 
the wrath of God due to the sins of guiUy rebels ; 
and, above all, he was deprived of the support*- 
Ing, comforting presence of kig Father ^ so that 
he exclaims, ^* My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me ?*'* Was ever grief like this f <<Mj 
soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death."t 
Yet, though he prays earnestly and repeatedly, 
^' O my Father, if it be possible, let this eup 
jmss from me ;" he adds^ '^ never thelesf, not as 

"^ Matt. nru. 46. \ MatL 98, 30. 
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I willy bat as thou wik."* Thus, in his incarna- 
tion, his life, his' sufferings, and his death, he 
every where" exhibits, fer the imitation of his 
followers, an example of perfect submission. 

Can xthere be a more powerful stimulus to 
resignation than this, to rei^emble in some faint 
degree the perfections of a dying Redeemer, 
tinto whose likeness we must be conformed in 
life, and into whose image we shall be changed 
from glory to glory in a world of bliss ? We 
shall be hiappy in proportion as we resemble 
our crucified Jjord ; and can expect the consola- 
tion of his grace only in following him. Under 
trials, it is delightful to the Christian to reflect, 
that it is by the instrumentality of these unwel" 
come monitors' he is led to follow Christ* During 
the calm sunshine of prosperity, he may per- 
chance maintain his ground, more probably will 
grow lukewarm; but it is only through much 
tribulation he can follow his incarnate Lord. 
His path to heaven led through difficulties, and 
sorrows, and temptations, and so will that of all 
his children who take up their cross and follow 
him. Let us then welcome the affliction which 
promises, if sanctified, to advance us nearer to 
his throne, and to assimilate us with himself. 
May we be ashamed that we live at so gl*eat a 

* Mitt. zzvi. 39. 
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diotiMse from Gad; that, iii thd c^lnffst asK)- 
ntntfl ^ refliigiiftlion, we iUl so far EAi«rt of £^9 
obedienoe to the will of his faeaireftlj Father, 
and that our hearts are so cold and lifelesSi, in 
being taught *'te profit." May we seek the 
guidance of hie; Spirit to lead us into the way &{ 
all trutihy and to bring us to himself 

He who well knew the human heart, and that 
it needed *^ line upon line, and precept upon 
precept," has not only given us examples of 
obedience, but his word is amply stored with pr^ 
cepts and promises to enforce the duty. A few 
scattered observations frOm the Sacred Writings 
are placed below. '' Thou shalt call, and I will 
answer thee. He shall call upon me, and I will 
answer him : I will he with him in trouble ; I 
will deliver him, and honour him. With long 
life will I satisfy him, and show him my salvation. 
The liOrd is nigh unto all that call upon him, to 
ajl that call upon him in truth. The righteous 
ery, and the Lord heareth them, and delivereth 
them out of all their troubles. How excellent 
is thy loving-kindness, O God! therefore the 
duldren of men put their trust under the shadow 
of thy wings. Fear thou not ; for I am with 
thee : be not dismayed^ {ox I am thy God : I 
will strengthen thee ; yea, I will help thee ; yea. 
I will uphold thee with the right hand pf my 
righteousness. For I the Lord thy God will 
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huM thy right hand, saying unto thee. Fear not ; 
for I witt hdp thee. When the poor and needy 
seek water, and there is none, and their tongue 
faile]th for tMrst, I the Lord will hear them, I 
the (}od of Israel will not forsake them* I. hare 
seen his ways, tlnd will heal him : I will lead 
him also, and restore comfort to him and to his 
mourners.. But now, O Lord, thou art oor 
Father ; we are the clay, and thou our potter ; 
and we all are the work of thy hand* For I 
know the thoughts that I think towards you, 
saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of 
eril, to giFe you an expected end. Then shall 
ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto 
me, and I will hearken unto you. And ye shall 
seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for 
me with all your heart, and I will be found of 
you, saith the Lord. Though he cause grief, 
yet will he have compassion according to the 
multitude of his mercies. For he doth not afflict 
willingly, nor grieve the children of mten. The 
sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken 
and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not 
despise. Be careful for nothing ; but in every 
thing by prayer and supplication with thank&* 
giving, let your requests be made known unto 
God. And the peace of God, which passeth aH 
nnderstanding, shall keep your hearts and minds 
tfirough Jesus Christ. If ye endore chastening» 
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God dealeth with jou as wilh sons: for wbat 
80D is he whom the father chasteneth not ? 
But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all 
are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not 
sons. Hide not thy £BLce from me in the day 
when I am in trouble;^ incline thine ear unto 
me : in the day when I call, answer me speedily. 
In the day when I cried, thou answeredst me, 
and strengthenedst me with strength in my soul. 
Hold thou me up, and I shall be safe : and I will 
have respect unto thy statutes continually. O 
God, be not far from me: O my God, make 
haste for my help. Make haste to help me, O 
Lord my salvation. Forsake me not, O Lord : 
O my God, be not far from me. Be pleased, O 
Lord, to deliver me: O Lord, make haste to 
help me. WiU he plead against me with his 
great power f No ; but he would put strength 
in me. The Lord is on my side ; I will not fear 
what man can do unto me. The Lord is the 
flftrength of my life ; of whom shall I be afraid f 
Though an host should encamp against me, 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I wiU fear no evil. Cast thy burden 
upon the Lord, and he shall sustain thee : he 
tfhalL never suffer the righteous to be moved* 
He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most 
High shall abide undep the shadow of the Al* 
mighty. He that toueheth you, touchetfa tho 
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*«ip|»ie of his eye. We have a strong city ; ml- 
fBtion wiU God appoint for walls and Inriwaifci. 
For he tiihall give his angek charge over thee, 
to keep thee in all thy ways. They dmtl bear 
thee up in their hands, lest thou dai^ thy foot 
against a stone."* 

Afflictions are indeed blessings in disguise*' 
David says, ** Before I was afflicted I went 
astray : but now I have known thy ways.'^ And 
he concludes ^'Itbat it was good for bini to have 
been afflicted :"t he esteemed it one of his 
greatest mercies : and thus it ever is with the 
children of God in this world ; they will find a 
blessing concealed behind the darkest cIoud» 
provided they wait and pray for it. The consi- 
deration of this circumstance should lead us to 
the e:xercise of cheerfulness. We should aim 
not only to be submissive, but gratefal; not 
merely to bear with contentment the hand which 
smites, but likewise to praise him from whom 
all blessings flow. 

It is not contended that the mourner should 
not feel and lament, but only that his brow 

* Job xiv. 15. Pb^ xci. 15, 16; ciIt. 18; zniv. ^7; zxz?i. 7. 
Jsa. xli. 10, 13, 17 ; Ivii. 18 ; IzIt. 8^ Jer. kxix. ll^— 14. Lam. iii. 
32, 33. Psa. U. 17. PhU. iv. (5, 7. Heb. xii. 7, 8. Psa! cii. 2; 
cxxxviii.S; cxix. 117; lzn^l2; xxktIB. 81,98; xl.l3. Jobiziii. 
^6. Psa. cxviii. 6; xxvii. 1,,3; xxiii. 4; W. 22; xci. L Zech. ii 
8. Isa. xxvi. 1. Psa. xci. 11, 12. 

i Psa. cm* 67, 71. 
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fihould not be ever clouded by anxiety t his spirits 
depressed beyond recovery i nor his temper ren- 
dered wayward by discontent. He should aim 
at that cheerfulness which arises from casting 
all his burden upon God, and the consciousness 
of having intrusted himself and his all in his 
hands. *' Let not your heart be troubled; ye 
believe in God, believe also in me. In my 
Father's house are many mansions : if it were 
not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare 
a place for you. And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again and receive 
you unto myi9ielf; that where I ain, there ye 
may be also."* 

When the fond husband or the tender parent 
weeps over the dear relative whom death has 
snatched away as the fragrant blossom wi^s 
hastening to maturity, the earth appears a mere 
blank, an empty space, a lifeless portrait, a 
landscape in which we must appear to move^ 
)>ut whence the vital principle, which till now 
has animated our bosoms, has fled for ever. 
He must finish his journey alone, and the solitude 
of his aching bosom will be relieved only by 
those uopaiticipated disquietudes which await 
him IMS he passes through life. 

But when he looks bej^ond the grave to the 

* Jobs ZIT. 1—^ 
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rest which remaineth for the. people of 6od> 
wli\en he contemplates the dearest friend of his 
jbosom removed from suffering, and entered int« 
this rest; translated from earth to heaven, from 
sorrow to joy, from pain to immortality, and 
transformed into the image of his Redeemer; 
he experiences a degree of peace which nought 
else can afford. He calmly yields to the will of 
his heavenly Father, and finds a satisfaction 
jalmost indescribable, while his spirit bounds 
forward in anticipation of the blissful period^ 
when mortality shall be swallowed up of life; 
when this corruptible shall have put on inc<»r* 
ruption, and his spirit, disengaged from the duU 
prison of mortality, shall wing its flight to realms 
of day. 

Imagination fondly pictures the guardian care 
of those we have lost, as especially extended 
over us ^ and as it verges to the last closing 
scene, and looks forward to the translation of 
the soul to a heavenly world, it faintly portrays 
the exquisite delight it would experience, on 
being welcomed to this peficefujl habitation by 
that glorified spirit, now the llii^)less occasion of 
his grief and of his tears ; but ever after the en* 
deared c6n)panion and participator of his eternal 
felicity. You may weep for your loss : even the 
Saviour wept for Lazarus : but all his disciples, 
all who hope to be with him hereafteri must 
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** W)0ep a« tboiigli thej w«pt not," most be pre^ 
pared to resign erery bleising they enjoy, ^en 
called upon to take up their cross and follow 
bim* For *^ whosoever loTeth father or mother, 
or husband or wife, more than me, hath no part 
in my kingdom :*' while we are assured on the 
other hand, that " these light afflictions which 
are but for a moment, work out for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory: 
and that in due lime we shall reap, if we faint 
not." 

With these glorious prospects, who would 
not pray' for submission to the will of God ? It 
is an arduous but imperative duty, and trusting 
Co our own strength, we must &il in the per-^ 
formanee. Hence the necessity of seeking for 
divine assistance from Him^who has declared, 
«• I will n6t leave you. comfortless : I will come 
to you. In the world ye shall have tribulation :; 
but be of good cheer, I have overcome the 
world."* So long as we attempt to exercise 
submission to the will of God of ourselves, so 
often shall we find that the human heart is 
enmity against him, and that it is not naturally 
subject to his will. While we remain fi-ail, iin- 
perifect, erring creatures, we shall stand in need 
of extraordinary consolation and support, or we 

^Johnxiv. 18; xvi,33. 
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shall be incapable of ^orifying God by our ao 
qaiescence in his will, and our humble, cheerful 
reliance on his goodness, and mercy, and love. 
Thus our almighty and compassionate Father 
has provided for our necessities : he knows our 
hearts and frailties better than we do ourselves: 
and he has kindly promised the assistance of Aiif 
Spiritf who is emphatically styled the Comforter^ 
even the Spirit of Truth, who '* shall teach you 
all things, and bring all things to your remem-* 
bjrance." <^ Without ipe ye « can do nothing," 
says the Saviour ; '' and in his strength you will 
be more than conquerors." 

Those only who are taught by the Spirit of 
grace, can feel that e^tire acquiescence in the 
iDord of Qody from which so much comfort is to 
he derived. Though the Scriptures may con- 
ciliate our regards by their intrinsic beauty, and 
majesty, and grandeur, yet they will never engage . 
our hearts and afiectiohs but through the agency 
of the Spirit. And unless this be the case, the 
efficiency of the divine word as a source of con- 
, solution, will rest on a very precarious basis^ 
How shall we obey the commandments of the 
Lord, unless we seriously and believingly receive 
them? And how shall we receive them, if we 
are not taught of God? It is only by the Spirit's 
influence that we^become united to Christ, and 
beics of the blessings which are treasury up ii| 
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him : it w o^ as '^ the Spirit of holiness'* dwells 
in IIS, that we caA be estranged from the world, 
become dead to sin and alive to righteousness, 
and can do that which is well pleasing in his 
slight; or that we can lire by faith, and walk in 
newness of life. It is his office to take of the 
things of Christ and reveal them unto us ; and 
by his Agency alone we can be strengthened, 
and enabled to yield to the merciful corrections 
of our almighty Friend. 

Nor was this Comforter promised only to the 
Apostles, but to all the children of God,. Were 
it not for his effectual presence and blessing,, 
they could not sustain the trials with which they 
are, and have been, visited.^ But he is ever 
present with those that love him, be wiQ b^ 
found of those who seek him. Through bis 
wisdom we shall learn obedience; through his 
strength we shall be encouraged to walk on in 
our duty; and by his influence we shall be puri- 
fied from sin, and receive the riches of grace 
which are treasured up in Christ Jesus; we 
shall be enabled under every affliction to main- 
tain adequate and right thoughts of Crod ; our 
spiritual strength will be preserved; we sbaU 
walk correctly, since he helpeth our ^infirmity; 
and as he maketh continual intercession for m, 
we shall come boldly to a throne of grace, and 
peek grace and strength for every time of need. 



OIV TH£ mJTY OF E«flMNjlLT10!i* 14S 

Hmfff m^ ire, if me hme im sanie d^ee 
»Mlized Jiis comfectnig, fMq^Fling pi»e9«4ie«j 
if we, thr^iigh Us influeooe, have embraeed a 
Saviour, and ave dewoas «f being tanghi qf 
6od ; i£^ foraakaog every pveaeal; vaui and feeble 
prop, we €Oine t» Jesiis with <sbild4ike dispoii- 
tions, stmply desirous of 8iid>mit;tiiig oar wbole 
0oulfl to h^ disposdi. Thea bave we reafloa to 
rejoice in the darkest hour: even diuriag the 
storm we shall not feel its terrors, we cdiafl be 
safe, for Jesus is our hidingf-plaee. Guidis us, 
O Uessed S^pirit; to this safe aJDode, and -pre* 
serve us from wandering from thy way* 

Yet so feeble is tlie mind, so prone Ae heaet 
to deviate from its centre, diat we stand in oeed 
of every possible support in the perfc^manoe of 
ibis most important duty. Uenoe, k is weH 
frequently to review those considerations wiuch 
form'" the basis of acquiescence in the divine ap- 
pointment. And when the turbulepce of passion 
is almo^ enough to overwhelm the Christian, 
and induce him to distrust the faithfulness of 
God, let the circumstances of his' affliction be 
reviewed, let him regard them with the eye of 
4 religion, weigh them in the balance of Scripture> 
and ask himself, whether God has forgotten to 
be graciou&---rather, whether he has not remem- 
bered mercy at the veiy moment his arm was 
tBxtended to afflict? 
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Are there not very mafly Gircumstaiices • of 
palliation in the present affliction, to excite jour 
gratitude and confidence? Have you not' many 
vercies to be thankfal for, and might not these 
likewise have been smitten? Might not God 
have required your ail, instead of this loveUest 
blessing? And is it not infinitely kind of him 
to provide you such -everlasting and substantial 
consolation? to promise to be with yoi^ and im- 
prove you by means of suffering? Besides, has 
not your dear relative been taken from the evil 
to come, and translated from a thorny wilderness 
to the joys of Paradise? A gracious Saviour 
had nurtured and prepared him /or everlasting 
glory ^ and should you wish for his return to 
earth and sorrow? This would be a sad ex- 
change indeed, while death has paved the way 
to everlasting happiness and peace. 

Perhaps you had watched all the expanding 
beauties of his character, had seen them advance 
to the maturity of the Christian, and had pro- 
mised yourself much enjoyment of its excejlen- 
cies for many years. God chooses wiser and 
better for you; he has ripened the blooming 
ear, and gathered the fruit into his garner* He 
has savcid it from the chilly air of sin, from the 
blasting mildew of in^ifierence, and from the 
destructive influence of error. Jehovah has per- 
fected the character, and your friend has entered 
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into the joy of bis Lord. He ealls «poD you. to 
follow him, to prepare for a beaTenly world, lo 
be weaned from eartb and attacbed to heaTeoi 
to seek that haven of rest wh^e be has now 
securely anchored. 

The Lord God is the sovereign Dkpoger of 
all. He is the supreme GovermHr of the uni- 
verse, his eye is upon the evil and the good, be 
is every where present, and directs every event 
by the word of his power. In the government 
of the world, he displays the most infkxible 
justice. << Justice and judgment are the habita- 
tion of thy throne* Surely bis salvation is nigh 
them that fear him; that glory may dwell in 
our land. Mercy and truth have met together ; 
righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
Truth shall spring outjof the earth; and rigbte^ 
ousness shall look down from heaven. Ye^^ 
the Lord shall give that which is good ; and our 
land shall yield her increase. Righteousness 
shall go before him ; and shall set us in the way 
of his steps."* He is not man that he should 
err, nor the aim of man that he should repent ; 
but a Being of infinite purity and holiness, pre- 
siding over the actions and thoughts of men, 
and overruling them to his glory. 

No caprice, no unjust and unworthy motives, 

* Pta. Izixik. 14; honr. 9-*13. 
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no angry passioDs inflftence his conduet; hid 
decrees are the offspring of holiness, justice, 
and truth : what he has appointed should come 
to pass, none can hinder : for, even the winds 
and the waves obey him, and all things, animate 
and inanimate, are controlled by his will, and 
become subservient to the execution of his pur- 
poses. He is infimie wisdom. Nothing can 
occur without his knowledge. Where least the 
hand of Onmipotenc^ can be traced, still there 
he silently governs and directs the most trivial 
event. Nothing can escape his piercing eye: 
he sees the past, the present; and the future; 
and what he arranges for the good of his chil- 
dren, is the offspring of boundless intelligence. 
No contingencies happen to him ; no unforeseen 

circumstances influence his will; for he is ac- 

. . . \ 
quainted with all possibilities, and knows at 

once the remotest consequences* 

As our adorable Lord is infinitely wise, so is 

he merciful and good. He beareth long with 

sinners; he suffereth our wanderings from him; 

he showers down his blessings upon ungrateful 

man ; he surrounds him with mercies, and would 

allure him to the enjoyment of everlasting peace 

and happiness in his service and love. Surely 

then it becomes us to be obedient to the acts of 

bis government, whose punishments are ever 

fighter than our sins ; who is able to preserve 
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US from falling, and to supply every want ; who 
is acquainted with the most secret recesses of 
our bosom ; whose heart is filled with pity and 
compassion, and overflows with loving-kindness 
to his children; who does not willingly afflict 
them, and only for their good ; who is able to 
support, and willing to afford them everlasting^ 
.consolation. 

Nor must we forget, that, as a Sovereign, he 
has a distinct claim to our obedience, and a per- 
fect right to do with us as seemeth good in his 
sight. He is our Creator and Preserver; in 
him we live, by him we breathe, and our com- 
forts are sustained. -We are his children, his 
Subjects ; and, as such, obedience to* his laws is 
Inquired of us. For, can we temporize with 
him who sees our inmost thoughts, and is inti- 
mately acquainted with all we feel f His yoke 
is ''easy," and his burden "light;" for he sup- 
ports the cumbrous load: and though he will 
have his children willing to sustain the trials of 
his discipline, yet he has promised strength 
equal to th^ir day ; he has engaged to be with 
them ; yea, he sympathizes with them, and kindly 
shares the weight of sorrows under which they 
groan. 

This idea is still further enhanced by the 

consideration of our dependence upon him. Our 
daily blessings are received from his hand; oifar 
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especial mercies are the oflspring of his love and 
^ his care. The good we commonly enjoy, 
and almost overlook the hand which dispenses, 
comes equally from Him to whom we owe our 
greatest benefits. Perhaps we undervalue our 
blessings of light, and air, and health, because 
we enjoy them every day; when, in fieu^t, for the 
continuance of these, we are equally dependent 
upon God. Were it not for his goodness and 
ever-watchful care, were it not for his constant 
preservation, we should no longer be cheered 
with the vicissitudes of the seasons, the sun 
might withhold its light, and the air we breathe 
would soon become contaminated, bad he not 
wisely provided for its renovation. Ungrateful 
man is alone insensible to his Creator's kindness, 
when all nature wakes out of sleep, and as the 
day dawns from on high, hails the rising sun 
with cheerful aspirations of praise to Him who 
governs and preserves the universe in its present 
harmonbus perfection. 

Should we then undervalue our comforts be- 
cause they are daily received ? Especial blessings 
are alone required on particular emergencies; 
it is every day we need a renewed supply of 
daily mercies. It is tlie goodness of God which 
leads him to declare it to be his delight to dwell 
i^h the chit^en of men. It is solely his mercy 
Md 1<^^ wUdi induqe him to fake pity on Wf 
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ftnd to offer us his firtendship, and presence^ an^ 
blessing. It is his infinite goodness which leads 
us to bear with our wanderings, and affection- 
ately to invite us to repentance. It is his good- 
ness which supplies our wants, corrects our 
errors, and defends us in danger* *' Of ourselves, 
we are insufficient as of ourselves to think any 
good thing : but our sufficiency isT of God ; for 
of him, and to him, and through him, are aU 
things."* 

If we have any hope of eternal happiness ; if 
we have any benevolent dispositions towards 
those, around us; if, when we have backslidden 
from God, our hearts are filled with sorrow and 
contrition, and we wish to return unto the Shep-^ 
herd and Bishop of our souls i if we obtain par-^ 
don of our iniquities, and reconciliation to Him^. 
whose favour is life ; and if we are enabled to 
persevere in a virtuous course ; still all this is 
of. God, who worketh in us both to will and to 
do ; all is of God, who hath first reconciled us 
to himself, through Jesus Christ, his Son and, 
our Saviour, who, is the medium through which 
we receive the communication of his favours. 
And still further, it is only by the quickening 
influence of the Holy Spirit, which proceedeth 
from the Father and the Son^ that we can be 
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nuide cupaUe of receiving the great bleAlingv 
he.iias to bestow. So entirely dependent are we 
on Altiaighty God, for all we have, and are, or 
hi^)pe to be hereafter. 

Is it not most reasonable that we shoald cbeer- 
fally submit to Him who is thus oar Sovereign 
Guide here, and *will be our everlasting Judge : 
that We should yield obedience to Him by whom 
We think and feel^ and in whom alone we live 
and breathe: that we should delight to do or to 
suffer the wiU of Him who bestows upon his 
people such peculiar blessings, and who makes 
affliction the means ol* their sanctification ? Is 
it not most wise to yield submissively to Him,' 
whOf Mdiile he deprives us of one blessing, is 
able, is willing, is waiting to bestow on us bless- 
ings fat superior, even <* the ornament of a meek 
and quiet spirit," and to fix all our hopes and 
affections on himself f He removes temporal, 
in order to^nfer spiritual blessings; betakes 
a#ay your ^end,' in order to bestow upon you 
himself, ai^ teach you to value his presence, 
his truthj^^his love. 

But (Srod is likewise a fmthftd Creetier. In 
contemplating the character bf Jehovah as the 
Creator, this* title must not be confined to the 
mere act by which the heavens and the eartbT 
were formed, but must extend likewise to the 
preservation of all things. He superintends the 
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Work of his bands : by his watchfid provideiieo 
he sees the wants o£ his creatares, and he afibrdtf 
them suitable supplies, always providii^ whai ii 
be$ifar them* ** These wait all upon thee ; that 
thou mayest give them their meat in due season. 
That thou giyest them, they gather : thou openest 
thy hand, they are filled with good* Thou hidest 
thy face, they are troubled : thou takest away 
their breath, they die, and return to their dust» 
Thou sendest forth thy Spirit, they are created: 
and thou renewest the face of the earth/'* 

It is a source of pleasing reflection to the 
Christian sufferer, that nothing happens to him 
by chancG« Eren the sparrows are the objects 
of the Almighty's care ; and how much more 
nmn, in so far as he is better than many spar* 
rows ! Even the hairs of his head are numbered, 
and nothing can occur to him, but as the instru- 
ment of divine compassion and tender regard* 
Not the meanest insect escapes his providential 
notice ; and, in a particular manner, he watches 
over his people, and preserves them from harm, 
or directs their path where he has diosen they 
should walk« 

AH creatures are subject to his will, and none 
can injure us, but in the accomplishment of his 
designs;* and if we are sincerely desirous of 

» Paa. ciT. 27—30. 
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loTiiig and fierring him, we know that love ]» 
the mainspring of his conduct towards us. He 
watches oyer his children with ascdduity, and he 
will not that any should harm them, but seeks 
to recall them to his fold. Could we keep in 
view the design of infinite benignity in afflicting 
us, and rest assured of the wisdom of his ap- 
pointments; could we regard the tendency of 
affliction to humble us, to convince us of sloth- 
fulness, to rouse us to the exercise of patience, 
to subdue the irregularities of our affections and 
passions, and excite us to practise Christian 
se]f*denial ; we should then leave ourselves in his 
hand. Though the eye be dimmed by the tear 
of agony, and incapable of tracing his footsteps 
in the storms which desolate our fairest prospects 
and dearest hopes ; though we cannot penetrate 
the cbud which surrounds. us; and though our 
little sun of earthly joy seems to have sunk 
below the horizon, never to return and animate 
us with his cheering presence ; yet we must ever 
remember, that God rides upon the whirlwind 
and manages the storm, conducts every event by 
the pure light of his wisdom and truth, arranges 
each in the most exact order, and directs it to 
its proper end. Soon the Sun of Righteousness 
shall arise with healing in his wings ; and though 
you have lost your dearest friend, yet his happy 
spirit, freed from the shackles of mortality, ha^ 
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winged its flight to realms of day, and is now 
shining, and will for ever shine, in the mansions 
of the blest* '* Lo ! these are parts of his ways^ 
but how little a portion is heard of him !'' 

The Almighty gorerns his people in love and 
for their good ; hence they owe him their grateful 
aspirations of praise for his gracious support, a 
ealm and deliberate dedication of themselves to 
him during the darkest hours of adversity, and 
a firm reliance on his goodness and love with 
respect to the fntnre. In the gloomiest seasonsi 
tiie Christian will still lift up his heart to hea- 
ven, and pray for that patience and submission 
which are the gift of God. '* Yea, though he 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
he will fear no evil ;" for he will exclaim, ^^ Thy 
rod and thy staff they comfort me/' 

But Grod is also a compassionate Father* In 
this endearing relatioHship he is ever nigh unto 
his people, and that to bless them. We are his 
children by creation, and we partake the Common 
blessings of his bounty; but we are his chUdren 
more especially by virtue of bis grace im^danted 
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. When we 
have received Christ as our Saviour, and our 
only hope ; when we have renounced our attach- 
ment to the '^ pomps and vanities" of this world ; 
when we have learned t6 yield obedience to him, 
Md to strive earnestly to Uve to his gk^ ; then 
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we are, indeed, his children, and God is our 
Father. As such, he provides for our every 
want; he watches over us with unremitting 
care; he reBtrains our wanderings from him; 
and when he sees it necessary to correct us, he 
looks down upon us with the tenderest sym- 
pathy. 

How fondly does the affectionate parent watch 
over the infant years of her helpless offspring ! 
How eagerly does she listen to its feeblest cry» 
and cheerfully abandon her own comforts for the 
sake of her child ! How large a space in her 
heart is o<;cupied by her darling babe ! All her 
life is characterized by the pursuit of its happi- 
ness. How tenderly does' she watch over its 
expanding mind ! How carefully does she pre- 
serve it from the contagion of vice, while she 
nurtures the benevolent affections, and, with the 
earliest dawn of reason's morn, instills the pure 
principles of Christianity! With what fearful 
forebodings does she anticipate the period when 
this sweet flower must be exposed to the stormy 
world ! With what care does she prepare it for 
the trials, the difficulties, and dangers of life! 
With what diligence does she repress the first 
angry emotions, the first symptoms of vice ! Not 
contented with providing for her offspring food> 
and raiment, and temporal comforts, and kno\ip- 
ledge, the Christian parent strives to rear it in 
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the nursery of Piety for the Paradise <^ God; 
and while she would acquaint it early with its 
fallen state, and the only hope of recoyery, she 
would earnestly train and discipline the mind to 
propriety of conduct arigmati$ig from cerrectnest 
of principle. Though her heart be filled with 
affection and tenderness, yet with wisdom and 
justice she corrects the wandering, and punishes 
the disobedient and self-willed. 

But our Father which is in heaven is infi- 
nitely wise; he is love; his compassions fail not) 
and he cannot be influenced by the infirmities 
or necessities of our nature. *^ Surely he shall 
deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and 
from the noisome pestilence. He shall cover 
thee with his feathers, and under his wings 
shalt thou trust: his truth shall J)e thy shield 
and buckler. Thou shalt not be afraid for t^e 
terror by night ; nor for the arrow that flieth by 
day; nor for the pestilence that walketh in 
darkness ; nor for the destruction that wasteth 
at noon-day. A thousand shall fall at thy side, 
and ten thousand at thy right hand ; but it shall 
not come nigh thee. Only with thine eyes shalt 
thou behold and see the reward of the wicked. 
Because thou hast made the Lord which is mj 
refuge, even the Most High, thy habitation ; 
there shall no evil befa,ll thee, neither shall any 
plague come nigh thy dwelling. - For he shall 
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give hiB angels charge over tbee, te keep thee 
IB all thy ways. On this wise ye shall bless the 
children of Israel, saying unto them. The Lord 
bless thee, and keep thee : the Lord make Us 
faee shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee : 
the Lord lift up iiis countenance upon thee, and 
give thee peace. And they shall put my name 
ttpon the diildren of Israel; and I will bless 
thenK"* He declares that an earthly parent 
may forget her ofipring, yet he cannot cease to 
hare compassion on his children. His bowels 
yearn over their sorrows: in all their affliction, 
he is afflicted ; and the angel of his presence is 
nigh to comfort them. 

What inference,, then, must we draw from 
this disj^ay of the tenderness of Jehovah's cha- 
racter f Must we not allow, thieit as our Fathei:, 
when he requires that the heart and affections 
should be placed on himself, he has an absolute 
right to them? He knows what is heit for u$: 
henee the necessity of yielding obedience to hiii^, 
and the sinfulness of withholding any Ibiqg from 
•Jiim. 

He is an aUnsufficient friend. Who has not 
felt the value of friendship in the hour of sor- 
row? Who has not proved the truth of the sen- 
timent, that *^it is the winter of sorrow .best 
proves" the worth of a friend? The kind hand 

*Pn.zci.b-U. Nranb. Ti. 24— 27. 
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^ atfiection ; tbe sympathetic tear ; the warn 
heart whieh beats in unison with another's wo; 
die bosom expanded to receive the expression 
(^ heartfelt anguish, and animated with kindred 
emotion; the mild and persuasive eloquence 
X^rhieh would alleviate when it cannot remedy, 
and which would sooth and calm when it cannot 
alleviate; and the anxious desire to participate 
every painful feeling, and to share each rising 
thought; possess claims which none can esti<* 
mate but those who have experienced their 
power. 

Biit friendship is bounded by the narrow 
Sphere of sympathy: it aims to relieve, where 
it can only share the anguish of the troubled 
bosom: it would set the heart at rest, but it can 
only palliate its oppression : it would give peace, 
and restore the lost blessing, when it can enljr 
bear a part of the weight of suffering. Bui 
Jehovah is iMe as well as willing. His bound* 
les& sympathy far exceeds the faigheiat concep- 
tions of hupfian love^; and when he would share 
our griefs and carry our burdens, he can give 
peace to the mind — ^peaee which passeth all un* 
derstandingk He can participate our sorrows ; 
and though be inflicts the wound, he will faith- 
fully provide the balm: when he giveth quiet- 
ness, who then shall create sorrow? 

His faithfulness is engaged to support, com* 

14 
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forty and assist us; and finally give us a happy 
issue out of every trial. He is a very present 
help in trouble* We cannot always enjoy the 
soothing accents of the voice of friendship ; but 
our Almighty Friend is always with us : during 
the sleepless night and restless day, his presence 
is our stay. When deprived of earthly com- 
forts, and the mind rests with gloomy delight 
on the exquisitely painful and dreary solitude 
with which it is encompassed, then God is nigh ; 
he kindly proffers his support : he can make the 
wilderness to blossom as the rose, and the heart 
of the widow to sing for joy. 

A thousand circumstances may interrupt the 
communion of friendship upon earth : but God 
is not like to corruptible man ; he is omnipotent 
and unchangeable. He knows not the shadow 
of turning: he is a friend that loveth at all 
times. Do we need to pour out the anguish of 
' our souls into the bosom of friendship, he invites 
us to himself, and promises rest to the weary 
and the heavy laden. Do we require sympathy, 
he feels fpr us: he knows what sore tempta- 
tions mean ; he is acquainted with the feeble- 
ness of our nature, and affords support ; he is 
ever present, hears our complaints, and has 
engaged to send us answers of peace. Do we 
need consolation, he is able and willing to save ; 
be can bind up the broken-hearted, can heal 
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the troubled bosom, and restore peace to the 
anxious breast. Do we require instruction and 
direction along the stormy way, he has promised 
to guide and protect us ; and offers his word 
as a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our 
path. He has said, *^Let not your heart be 
troubled : ye believe in God, believe also in me. 
I will not leave you comfortless : I will come to 
you. Peace I leave with you, my peace I give 
unto you : not as the world givetb, give I unto 
you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither 
let it be afraid."* 

He is a gracious monitor. To give advice, 
and administer reproof, is one of the most diffi- 
cult and last performed offices of human friend- 
ship. But with God, thi» is no difficult task. 
He afflicts in order that the mind may be 
softened to receive reproof and instruction; 
he prepares the heart to listen to his admoni- 
tions, and thus gaining entire access to the soul, 
he is enabled, by the still small voice of the Spirit 
of his grace, to say, " This is the way, walk ye 
in it." He suggests the existence of the very 
evil his discipline is intended to remove, or 
points to the necessity of exercising the graces 
he has designed to strengthen. He awakens 
the supineness and indolence of the lethargic 

* John »▼. 1, 18. 87. 
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bosoiD, and rouses to activity and exertion in 
the cause Qf God; and thus prepares the heart 
for a purer, a more fervent, and a steadi^ aim 
to the promotion of his glory, and the advance- 
ment and extension of his power« He enlightens 
the understanding, renews the will, and enables 
us to discern, as well as choose, the things which 
pertain to our everlasting peace. He warns us 
of danger, cautions against the indulgence c^ 
evil, and admonishes of the benefits to be derived 
from suffering. 

Surely, then, we can but infer the peace and 
safety of yielding submission to a Friend so 
wise, who condescends to arrange our affairs for 
us. Omniscient goodness knoweth* all things. 
He wisely ordains what is best for us; and weU 
knowing that we are incapable of choosing for 
ourselves, he condescends to superintend and 
Appoint the events which shall befall us. Inti- 
mately acquainted with these circumstances, 
surely it is more than folly, if we do not meekly, 
quietly, and obediently acquiesce in his appoint- 
•ments. Since we remain in his hands, we are 
safe from every hurtful snare; and we are 
assured that all things shall work together for 
our good; for he has {promised us protectioa, 
sind has engaged to convert the bitter eup of 
sorrow into the healing balm of contrition. He 
will give rest unio his people. How urgent a 
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motiye to be still in the hour of darkness, and 
to wait for the peace and the deliyerance whidh 
he has promised in his own time; assured of 
our inviolable security, if we put our trust in 
Him who is our refuge and strength : *' a strength 
to the needy in his distress, a refuge from the 
storm, a shadow from the heat, when the blast 
of the terrible ones is as a storm against the 
wall. He will swallow up death in victory; 
and the Lord God will wipe away tears from 
off all faces." And ^^ it shall be said in that 
day, Lo, this is our God ; we have waited for 
him, and he will san^ us : this is the Lord ; we 
have waited for him, we will be glad and re-s 
joice in his salvation."* 

* Isa. XXV. 4, 8, 9, 
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CHAPTER VII. 

OS THE SOURCES OT CONSOLATION. 

We have already tvaoed the duties of the 
mottrner, and shall now take a Tiew c^ the con- 
solations provided for him, in submitting to the 
wffl of God. These consolations are promised 
to those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sin* 
ceritj and truth, who are desirous oi imitating 
his example, and living to his glory. 

** There is no. peace, saith my God, to the 
wicked;" neither can the troubled bosom, 
agitated by a thousand turbulent passions and 
solicitudes, lay claim to a participation of those 
consolations which are provided only for such as 
live by faith upon the Son of God. Yet even 
those who are estranged from God, though they 
cannot appropriate these comforts to themselves, 
are not left without solace under the loss of 
their relatives. They claim our pity, for they 
suffer acutely : they feel as much as others, and 
they have not the same support under their 
trials. They know the bitterness of sorrow, 
without the pleasure of obedienoe ; they suffer 
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afflictioKi, without the heaft^emng proiqpect of 
eternal rest, when ^^death shall be swallowed 
up in. rictory." 

If these pages sfaoald fall into the hand? of 
such an cNve-^if yoa ure indeed moorning the 
loss of your eartUy eoniforts, and not a ray of 
hope, reflected from eternity, cheers your sc^ 
tude, and animates you with delightful anticipa* 
tions of futurity; if you have lost your dearest 
treasure, that in which your soul delighted, and 
your prospects are now clouded by the gloom of 
death ; if you are suffering under the migh^ 
hand of God, and yet perceive npt the hand that 
gives you the bread and water of affliction, nor 
whence cometh your help; if you are exp^i- 
encing his wrath, and are not induced to inquire 
wherefore he contends with you, and to search 
and try your hearts, repent of your inuiuities, 
and turn unto the Lord your God ; if you are 
angry with him under your trials, refusing to 
yidd submission to his will, and calUng in ques* 
tiott the equity of his gorvernment, or the purity, 
wisdom, and goodness of his dispensations ; if 
yon harden that heart which he would mould 
into conformity to his wiD, and impiously mur- 
mur against heaven, or carelessly neglect its 
admonitions, it is to you I wouU address the 
fcdlowing considerations ; and while they tend to 
mitigate your grief, may they induce yon to be 
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seriously concerned about your own state : for, 
if you liave no glimmering of peace, except a 
rague and ill-defined idea of a future state of 
ease, it is time that you begin to seek that rest 
which *' remaineth for the people of God.'' 

How are you prepared to enter on an eternal 
scene of existence, if you cannot bear the will 
of God ? How shall you enjoy the happiness of 
heayen, where it will be your sole employ to love 
and serve him, or be conformed to the image of 
the Saviour, when you refuse obedience to your 
heavenly Father, and when your heart is fixed 
and riveted to-^ earth f It is in this world that 
the state of man is irrecoverably fixed ; he will 
receive hereafter according to the deeds done in 
the body; and while you are living estranged 
from God, and secretly hating his laws and his 
government, how shall you follow your dear 
relation, now gone to glory f Thus unprepared 
for death, and for your coming change, adore 
the long-suffering goodness and sparing mercy 
of Jehovah, that you are not called away from 
this world, that life is still afforded you, that 
you are still invited to seek God, and to attend 
to those things which belong to your everlasting 
peace. 

Disease might have been commissioned to cut 
short your slender thread of life, instead of 
your dearest friends : at this moment you might 
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have been a nothing; and the future destmy of 
your soul, born for immortality, might have been 
fixed. Where, thett, wduld the diaembodied^ 
spirit have found rest f In heaven P Alas ! no; 
for here there is nothing congenial with it. The 
atmosphere of heaven is love; the Lamb of God 
is the light thereof;, and all its joys and all 
its ei^agements centre in loving, adoring, and 
praising Him that was slain for sinners. In 
these acclamations yon could not have united 
with the spirits of the jost ; and here, therefore) 
is no happiness for you. Yet this is the rest 
prepared for the people of God ; and if you cannot 
enter into it, you must be for eyer excluded from 
the blessedness of the righteous. Your spirit i« 
not fitted for communion with the pure intelli^ 
gences of a heavenly workl : and since there ift 
no alternative but happiness and misery, if you 
lose the on^, you will necessarily enter into the 
sorrows of those who are excluded from it. 

As you have been living without God in the 
world, and refusing to listen to his admonitions, 
so have you increased his displeasure ; and j ustly 
might he call yon away from life, . and consign 
you to that cheerless abode, where Hope never 
euiers. Bat though God reminds you of the 
uncertainty of life ; though he diowd you the 
^cessity of an habitual preparation for deaths 
mid seekt to soften and gain admission to you? 



166 ON THE SOURCES OF CONSOLATlOlf. 

heart; though he warns you to fly from the 
wrath to come; invites you to follow him who 
has entered into the joy of his Lord ; offers the 
blessings of salvation through a crucified Re- 
deemer, and you refuse to Ksten — ^yet he spares 
your life, and again entreats you to come to him, 
that you might have life. Rejoice, then^ that 
your days are prolonged; and seek to foUow 
those who, through faith and patience, inherit 
the promises. If you will but listen to the still 
small voice of the Spirit of God, the affliction 
under which you now sufier, may prove the 
means of your everlasting blessedness ; it may 
lead you to God for pardon, for grace and 
strength, and every good and perfect gift. 

You have been living in forgetfulness of God> 
and ignorant of the beneficent hand which has 
daily been doing you good. You have refused 
attention to the invitations of the Gospiel, and 
obedience to the commands of a Saviour, de* 
pending upon your own righteousness^ and re- 
fusing the righteousness of Christ. Affliction, 
by bringing you to reflection, awakening your 
fears, and exciting your attention to eternity, 
may become the instrument of showing you your 
distance from heaven, and the entire .helplessness 
oi your situation ; it may bring you to inquire 
into the way of salvation ; 16 know the nature of 
the blessings prepared for those who love God ; 
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and thus you may be led to lay hold of the hope 
set before you in the Gospel. If this should prove 
to be the case, you will greatly rejoice that you 
have been afflicted, though now for a season 
you may be in heaviness. 

You are environed by all the gloomy solemni- 
ties of death. The voice which so lately cheered 
you, is now bushed in eternal silence ; the ex- 
pressive countenance, though the last smile of 
affection may stiil. linger on the features, and 
almost seem to animate the cold and pallid 
cheek with its wonted hue of pleasure, is now 
no longer the index of the thousand delightful 
emotions which once constituted the friend; the 
beaming eye, so lately sparkling with the match- 
less eloquence of mild intelligence, is now sunk 
into its orbit ; the late active bosom, no longer 
responsive to its kindr^ heart, lies motionless, 
incapable of sympathy, alike insensible to pre- 
sent joy or suffering. And can you look on tbaft 
beloved corpse; can you reflect on the endeared 
scenes of affection, which memory too faithfully 
depict^ ; can you follow the departed spirit to 
the regibns of the blest, and not be incited to 
inquire, what is death, and how was this painful 
separation introduced into the world f 

To this inquiry, an answer must be given in 
the words of inspiration: " That by the disobe- 
die/ice of one man, Adam» siii came into the 
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World, and death by sin."* Wliat, then, is tluil 
great evil, whieb has entailed a curse upon the 
diiidren of men, atid from which you yourself 
are not escempt? for, by the utame infallible 
Guide you are informed, that " to love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all ,your 
soul, and with all youf mind, is the first and 
great commandraent."t Yet your conscienee 
informs you, you do not so lave God; and if you 
do not, you have broken his law^ and thus obtain 
an ajflfecting proof of the overwhelming influence 
of sin over the heart. What, then, is the cause 
of this aversion from God, and from his com- 
mandments ? It is the reigning influence of a 
corrupt, depraved nature, inherited from the first 
transgressor Adam. The Scriptures of everlast- 
ing truth inform us, that the heart of man is 
^^ deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked;" that we cannot think h good thought^ 
nor do a good action; that if we say we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, we make God a liar, 
and the trnth is not in us; that we are prone t# 
evil, and that continually ; and that there is none 
righteous, there is none that understandeth, 
none that seeketh after God. 

Man wai created in the image of God, ajid 
formed in purity and innoeenee ; - but he iH^ke 

« Bom. V. 1«. i M«tt. ^zii. 37, 38^ 
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Ihe law of God, " wherebjr** (in the expressh^ 
language of the established chorch) ** it eaiM 
to pass, that as before he was blessed, so noW 
he was accursed; as before he was loved, s0 
BOW he' was abhorred ; as before he Was most 
beautiful and precious, so now he was most 
vile and wretched in the sight of his Lord and 
Maker ; instead of the image of God, he wati 
become the image of the devil ; instead of tlK 
ekizen o£ heaven, he was become the bond-slave 
of hett, having in himself no one part of his 
ooriginal purity and cleanness, but being alto* 
gether spotted and defiled; insomuch that he 
now seemed to be nothing else but alufK^ o( 
an, and therefbre, by the jUst judgment of God; 
was oMHiemBed to everfeisting death.'' And ai 
in <* Adan» alt died,'^ this curse fell ndt cnlf 
oh himself, but on bis posterity and chite^^ft 
&r ever* 

' This it yoar condition, lost, rtfined, and un* 
ilone ^ but ymir Bibl0 inform^ yoUr that God ii 
]|Eiercifid and graeioua, long-sufl^ring, and abuvi* 
dant in goodness and truth ; that be willetk not 
the death of a sinn^, but rather that he i^ottid 
turn unto him and live; it invites you to repei^ 
floiee, and holds out the hope of eternal dalvatioA 
to tiiose who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ 
as the only way of acceptance and justificationu 
*^ The offering ef Christ once made, i9 that per* 

15 
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feet redemption, propitiation, and satisfaction 
for all the sins of the whole world, both original 
^d actual ; and there is none other satisfaction 
for sin but that alone. It is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus 
oame into the world to save sinners." 

Because all men have broken the law of God» 
and incurred his righteous displeasure, it is im- 
possible that any can be saved by his own works. 
All our most holy acts are polluted in the sight of 
God, and can only be accepted by him through 
the mediation and intercession of a Saviour. 
Yet ''when all hope of righteousness was past 
on our parts; when we had nothing in ourselves 
whereby we might* quench his burning wrath, 
lUdd work the salvation of our souls ; then, even 
then, did Christ the Son of God come dowti 
frcHn heaven, to be wounded for our sakes — ^to 
be reputed with the wicked — ^to be condemned 
to death — ^to take upon him the reward of our 
8ins---and to give his body to be broken on the 
cross for our offences ; that we, by virtue of his 
blood shed upon the cross, and of his finished 
righteousness, imputed to us through faith in his 
atoning sacrifice, might be clean purged from 
our sins, and made righteous again in his sight. 
But the dmb also believe und tremble ; yet this 
is not that faith which worketh by love. And 
this true Christian faith hath no man, who, in 
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the outward profession of his mouth, and in his 
outward receiying of the sacraments — in coming 
to the church, and in all other outward appear- 
ances, seemeth to be a (christian man, and yet 
in his living and deeds showing the contrary." 

Thus you do see that the only mean and in- 
strument of salvation required on our parts, is 
" faith ; that is to say, a sure trust and confidence 
in the mercies of God. Yet faith without works 
> is dead : it is not faith, as a dead man is not a 
man. This dead faith, therefore, is not that 
sure and substantial faith which saveth sinners. 
But that faith which work«th by love, is a quick 
an(l living faith. And this faith is not without 
hope and trust in God; nor without the love of 
God, and of our neighbours; nor without the 
fear of God;, nor without the desire to hear 
God's word, and to follow the same in eschewing 
evil, and doing gladly all good works."* 

From this brief summary of Christian doc- 
trine you will learn your own miserable con- 
dition, the necessity of repentance, humbling 
yourself before God, and crying to Him for 
mercy who alone can give you peace, rest, and 
quietness of conscience. These blessings he has 
promised to those who diligently seek him ; not 
for their own merits, but of his great loving- 

* Vide the Homilies jNunm. . 
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lundiieiM and tender nereied, for the sake of 
Christ Jesus, who was cruoifiedf dead, and 
buried, that he might be made alire, fitted for 
an iaherltanGe with the saints in light, and made 
heirs of €rod, and joint heirs with Christ. Un- 
speakably happy will you be, if you are hroi^ht 
seriously to r^eet. upon and embrace tl^ese 
great truths, by the influenee of aflidion ; and 
earnestly to fly to Jesus for g raee and strength^ 
the forgiveness of sins, and oonformitjr to his 
glorious image. No loniger cositinue careless or 
indifferent; but implore the divine assistancot 
to lead and guide you into the way of all truth, 
and then, when the present cloud shall have 
passed away, you will have reason to rejoice in 
the Lord, and in the power of his might. 

But I now turn to the Christian mourner^ 
and offer to him the rich consolations provided 
in the Gospel. • Your loss is indeed great; 
iial»re feds the dissolution oi its tenderest at- 
tachments; let us then examine whence cometh 
your kelp: and may the God of peace fill your 
heart with peaee and joy, a peace which passeth 
naderstandiBg, a joy which arises from the anti- 
etpelion of the glory that shall be revealed in 
you, when these light afflictioAS shall have ao- 
complisbed their desiga, even the sanctification 
of your souls. 

It is the Lord's hand dial is upon you: 
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troubles do qoI spriag from tke diut; they are 
not brought about by fortuitous ements, but are 
^ommissioBed bjr Infinite Wisdom to accomplish 
its designs. He knows, and sees, and ordeis 
what is best for you; and you may be assured 
that he doth aU things well. 

While we confine our views to the dreunh 
scribed sphere of our present vision, our minds 
are agitated and disturbed by a thousand vain 
regrets and foolish wishes. But when we coo- 
template every event of our lives as sent by 
€lod, and so nicely arranged and adjusted, that 
nothing can happen but through his permission, 
and even under his especial guidance and goveroh 
ment, we are induced to exclaim, '^ It is the 
Lord. Shall we receive good at the hand of 
the Lord, and shall we not receive evil f Tie 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord* I was dundb 
with silence ; I opened not my mouth, because 
thou didst it. The Lord killech, and maketh 
alive; he bringeth down to the grave, and 
briugeth up. The Lord maketh poor, and 
maketh nch: he bringeth low, and lifteth up. 
We will be still, and know that he is God ; for 
the Lord of Hosts is with us, the God of Jacob 
is our refuge." 

When we look to him as the Author of our 
florrowB, our minds beeome tranquil, our doubts 

15 • 
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are removed, every gloomy presage is banished, 
the dark cloud is chased away, and. the light of 
the Sun of Righteousness beams upon our soli* 
tary and benighted way, and shows that the path 
to happiness and heaven leads thither through 
much tribulation. We are no longer disturbed 
by the sohcitude of anxious inquiry as to the 
causes by which such and such events have been 
brought about ; for God condescends to appoint 
them, and from him should we receive them; 
assured, that if we are his people, we are im- 
moveably secure amidst every changing scene. 

God is the fountain of true comfort. But he 
can be so to ftf only |in proportion as we can call 
him awr God. Do we then feel satisfied that we 
are his children, that we love him because he 
£rst loved us; and that we are desirous of serving 
him, and Uving with a single eye to his ^ory? 
We can be happy under the severest trials; for 
we know that we are the objects of his especial 
favour and regard, and that nothing can hurt 
us, since the faithfulness of Jehovah is engaged 

' to guide us through life, support us even in the 
dfiurk valley of the shadow of death, and finally 
land us in the haven of immortal peace. 

All things shall work together for good to 
those who fear Him. But the question naturally 
occurs. Are 'we his people? and what right 

) have we to aj^ropriate these promises to our* 
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selves ? Surely we cannot be the objects of his 
divine compassion and love, when we are suffer- 
ing his displeasure, when he is evincing against 
us the fierceness of his wrath? Yet beware of 
writing bitter things against yourselves, and 
tarnishing the lustre of Jehovah's immacalate 
purity and boundless compassion ! Have you, 
with a deep conviction of your sinfulness and 
unworthiness, come to God, and sincerely en- 
treated his forgiveness through the blood of Jesus ? 
Have you embraced the Lord Jesus Christ as the 
only way of salvation, and as your only refuge ? 
Have you fled to him, desirous of being washed 
in his blood, and made clean from your iniquities? 
Do you hate and avoid the practice and indul- 
gence of sin f and do you earnestly implore the 
assistance of the Holy Spirit, to enable you to 
walk in his ways ? Do you, from motives of love 
to him, seek after conformity to the image of 
your Saviour, and desire to advance his king- 
dom, and love his people on earth? Do yon 
earnestly desire to devote your time and talents, 
your all, to his glory ; and though you lament 
your daily imperfections, do you breathe after 
holiness, and forgetting those things which are 
behind, do you strive to press forward toward 
the mark, for the prize of our high calling in 
Christ Jesus ? Then are yoii one of his, people, 
however feeble and glimmering may be your 
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fiuth : and b» sueh you ar« interested in bi^ cave 
of hifl cbildreii. 

'< Sing, O heavens ; and be joyfut, O earth ; 
and break forth into singing, O mountains : for 
the Ijor4 hath comforted his people, and witi 
have mercy npon his afflicted. But Zion said, 
The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord bath 
forgotten me. Can a woman forget her sucking 
jchild, that she should not hare compassion on the 
son of her womb ? yea, they may forget, yet will 
I not forget thee. Behold, I have graven thee 
upon the palms of my hands ; thy walls are con- 
tinually befcN'e me."* The Almighty has pro- 
mised that nothing shall hurt his children, for he 
is the rock of their salvation, and a sure defence 
in every time of need. As the mountains are 
round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round 
about those that fear him, to protect, guide, and 
comfort them. He has promised strength equal 
to their day, and by his Holy Spirit he supp<Hts 
the feeble and cheers the distressed. 

When Crod afflicts, he has far higher designs 
than simply to exemplify his compassion, his 
faithfulness, and his power in supporting under 
trials ; he wishes his people to wear more of his 
image on their hearts, and to have their affections 
set on heavenly things. He is well acquainted 

* 1m. jdiz. 13— la 
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with the secrets of all beaits: he sees and knows 
all that passes in tke inmost bosom : notyQg^ is 
concealed from Ins scrutinj. He perceives that 
your mind is occupied with earthly thingSi your 
affections fixed inordinatdiyoa some beloved ob- 
ject. He beholds you planting, nourishing, and 
watering, with unremitting care, die gourd under 
"which you hare taken shelter, and in whose shade 
you aUow your best affections to breathe out all 
their fragrance. He sees that all your attentions 
are directed to the support of this frail and lovely 
flower, and that you kMie sight of the kind hand 
which ga^f and which has hitherto supported its 
existence. You are indeed anxious for its wel- 
fare, but you do not look to God alone to bless it» 
and bless it to yourself. You are unmindful of 
, Him to whom you should consecrate the blessing.. 
The eye of Infinite Goodness perceives how your 
thoughts and affections are alienated from him- 
self, and solely engc^ed in the |N*esent welfare 
of your darling idoL Most kindly then does He 
commission disease to blast your gourd, and you 
see it wither away and die before yoa. 

And dost thoa well to be angry f Alas ! how 
fboiisfa has been your conduct! You have been 
building |dans of happiness for many years, on 
the feature of a day ; and in one hour, all is cut 
down with a stroke. When you were busily en- 
gaged in preparinf for yourself the crvel recol- 
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lection of abused mercies, was it not an instance 
of almighty care, that he warned you of danger, 
and taught you the insufficiency of any thing but 
himself, to confer substantial happiness? He 
corrects, that you may deeply feel the sin and 
folly of your past con4uct, and return unto him 
with full purpose of heart. Your earthly com- 
forts are removed, in order that your hearts may' 
be prepared for better and more enduring bless- 
ings, and that your souls may be left at liberty 
to be engaged about his service. 

The Lord God will have all his children to be 
burning and shining lights in the world, to show 
forth his praise. He has not called them out of 
darkness into his marvellous light, in order that 
they may extinguish or conceal the light that is 
in them, or be like unto the feeble glimmering of 
the glow-worm, chiefly visible during the gloomy 
night, chained to earth, and (destined to illuminate 
its own little narrow sphere. But He wills that 
the principles of divine grace be nurtured and 
expanded inta action, that they be wrought into 
habits, and exhibited to the praise of the glory of 
his grace. He wills that the Christian's light 
should teach the way to heaven, and* show to 
others the beauty of holiness. His should be a 
life of constant activity and vigilance : for he has 
much to do ; and soon the night cometh, when no 
man can work. And he is concerned, not only 
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that others, seeing his conduct, should glorify 
God, but that he himself should be nurtured for 
the heavenly world; and that, having been a 
light to others, he should at last shine as a stiar 
for ever in the firmament of glory. 

Hence, he should be careful of his thoughts, 
his feelings, and affections; and anxious that 
they may be kept right with God, that the Al- 
mighty may be their centre and source. This 
cannot be, while he loves excessively any creature ; 
and therefore God, in his great mercy, removes 
the fondly admired object which absorbs the soul, 
steals its richer faculties from heaven, and hides 
them in a vessel of clay. Thus the heart, which 
before was engrossed with earthly care, is pre- 
pared for the reception of himself, and perfected 
for the heavenly glory above. 

Is it noti^onsoling, that the conduct of Jehovah 
is governed by such gracious designs towards 
you ; and that you are entirely in the hands of 
one who so intimately knows what is best for 
you, and is able to do more and better for you 
than you can ask or think f His object in afflict- 
ing you is extensive and permanent. He wills 
that you commit yourselves entirely to his guid* 
ance and government ; and he wishes to induce 
that frame of mind, in which you will make a 
distinct and entire surrender of yourself to him. 
He designs that the chief aim of your life should 
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ke to lore and serre him ; that hk Spirit sho«dd 
abide is jou and assist jofi in tiie perfoFmanee 
of fats will : that yonr dispositions, temper, and 
Crame of mind -should be parified and dtreeted 
towards Him whom yon shovdd supremely lore 
and regard. 

It will be of little avail to contemplate Jefaorah's 
character as engaged to afford grace and strength 
to the sufferer, if we do not pray for derotedness 
to him. It is only to the bumble, contrite soul 
that his blessings are given: and it is not eai^ 
to conceive the tranquillity, peace, and joy arising 
from a fixed and entire dedication to ins s^'vieei* 
From the ^eart we desire to be his, and to live to 
his glory: we would know no other Jirtt prineipte 
of action than love of him : we can no kmger be 
anxious about our concerns, fbr we are assured 
that aft is in hh hand, and therefore are we safe. 
We would earnestly desire to be more enfiretf 
his, and to love and serve him better. We would 
Commit our way unto the Lord, and seeh to 
glorify him with our bodies and with our spirits. 
He who inhabiteth eternity will take bare of ups: 
be asks for our heart, and we wiH give it bim 
unreservedly ; for t/ten^ and then only, shall we 
enjoy tranquillity : we rfiall rejoice in the Godof 
our salvation, who voluntarily and graciously un^' 
dertakes to relieve us of every bmrden, and to 
give us peace. 
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. Ko tranquillity can be compared with the peace 
6f God, the calm serenity diffused over the whole 
soul, by a reliance on his goodness, and obedience 
to his commands, lyhen the par oxy Ws of grief 
recur, when the mind is agitated by the retro6-> 
pect of its lost happiness, and by the contempla* 
tion of the fearful evils with which it is environed ; 
if the mourner comes to God, and in humble faith 
seeks comfort alone from him, he will give it, he 
will manifest himself to the soul, so as to fill its 
vast desires; he will allay the aching heart and 
tranquillize the troubled bosom, with his cheer- 
ing and sustainii^g presence, and with the bright- 
ening prospects of eternity* 

The consolations of God are, however, to be 
expected only in obedience to his will, and we 
must be careful that we do not grieve the Spirit 
of God, by murmuring, or calling in question the 
righteousness of his proceedings. This, indeed, 
would invalidate our claim to comfort ; while, if 
we wait upon God in the way df his appointment, 
in due time we shall reap, if we faint not. And 
we shall reap, not only present tomfort and 
dUpport from Him who can give us a name and 
a place better than of sons or daughters, but 
that peace which arises from, the hope of our 
interest in the pardoning love and favour of 
God ; that consolation which is founded on Christ 
as our Mediator, Intercessor, and Advocate; 

16 
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that cordial support which originates from the 
influence of the principles of religion; that calm 
and holy joy which owes its birth to the prospects, 
the glorious anticipations with which we are 
surrounded : *' for I reckon that these light afBtc- 
tions are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory that shall follow." '^ {"or which cause we 
faint not; but though our outward man perish, 
yet the inward m^n is renewed day by day. 
For our light affliction, which is but for a mo^ 
ment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory ; while we look not at 
the things which are seen : for the things which 
are seen are temporal ; but the things which are 
not seen are eternal."* 

But we rejoice in the end which affliction is 
accomplishing in us. It is preparing us to glorify 
God, and for an abundant entrance into that rest 
which he has provided for those who, through 
much tribulation, haye washed their robes in the 
blood of the Lamb, and now inherit the kingdom. 
It is the discipline by which we are taught to 
regard God as our chief good. We learn the 
frailty of our own nature, the folly of departing 
from him, and of resting in any other source of 
happiness. It will purify and exalt our geaces, 
that, thus fitted for breathing the purer atmos*- 

*aCor.iv. 16— )8. 
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phere of the heavenly world, these themselves 
may be the spring of more abundant happiness, 
where perfect pleasure dwells. 

Afflictions, well sustained, prove a source of 
comfort even on earth, from the manifestation 
of the glory and grace of God ; while they endure 
but for an instant of time, and will soon be 
swallowed up in praise, in an exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory. While the Christian 
thus look» beyond the narrow boundary of mor- 
tality, and catches a glimpse of the heavenly 
state, he is ready to endure even far inore^ that 
he may win Christ and be found in him. He is 
concerned to glorify God, and anxious that bus 
heart should be elevated above present pains 
and sorrows, and fixed on those eternal things, 
during our steady regard on which arig it is 
that we can expect to derive benefit from the 
exercise of sorrow. Let us then earnestly look 
to God as the author of every afiliction, and 
derive unfeigned consolation from the recollec- 
tion, that, as such. He afflicts in wisdom and, 
love, that he is engaged to uphold us, that he 
chastens us for our good, that he is ever with 
us, and prepares us for a residence with himself 
in the kingdom of glory. 

Consolation is again t6 be derived, from the 
nature of the comfort you have Itwt. At best, it 
was a mortal blessing. You could have enjoyed 
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it but for a short time longer; and even this 
enjoyment would have been intermingled with 
many tears of sorrow, which your dearest friend 
will now escape; and would have been inter- 
rupted and impaired by a thousand troubles and 
disquietudes, which will now be avoided. The 
blessing you have lost is of a temporal nature^ 
and you now feel how much you were attached 
to it ; how deeply rooted were your affections, 
not simply on the object of your fondest hopes, 
but ramifying most extensively on this lowers 
soil. Many points of attachment to the earth 
are now cut off; many sources from which you 
derived supplies of present pleasure are dried 
up; you have fewer attractions to the world, 
and your most valued treasures are removed to 
heaven : and '' where the treasure is, there will 
the heart be also." Yes ; your hearts ivill still 
love to follow your beloved relatives, and delight 
in anticipating the possession of heavenly ^sce^y. 
Thus will you be aiming after conformity to a 
dear Redeemer, that you may be with him, and 
with his children: and you will not only find 
that your spiritual pleasures are undiminished, 
but that they are increased. All the pure sources 
of present happiness are left untouched, nay, 
are purified and enlarged: for, wilt not your 
capacity to love God, your delight in his service, 
your humility, your confidence, your faith, yovr 
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hope, be magnified and established, when your 
heart is thus raised to another and a better 
world ? 

Besides, you are feelingly taught the important 
lesson, that there is no rest on earth, and that 
disquietude and care are ready to mar your 
happiest moments. The spirit of your dearest 
friend has fled from the uneasiness of a longer 
pilgrimage on earth, to a place of safety and of 
rest ; has escaped the trials which are necessary 
to remind us we hare no abiding city here ; and 
has for ever bidden adieu to the gloomy cares 
with which the imperfection of our nature had 
encumbered its path through this world's wide 
wilderness. You have sustained the loss of a 
beloved object, which too probably was the 
means of dividing your heart, and weaning your 
affections from God : and thus are you prepared 
to receive him with your whole heart, to remem- 
ber thy first love, ** to remember from whence 
thou art fallen, and repent and do thy fiirst work :" 
and are excited to " be watchful and strengthen 
the things that remain, and are ready to die ;" 
that when your Lord cometh, you may be found 
watching. You have lost a present comfort; 
yet a wise and merciful God overrules for good 
this afflictive event, and makes it the instrument 
of bringing you to enjoy far greater and im- 
perish able pleasures. 

16» 
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But, again, a great source of consolation is 
presented to the affectionate heart, in the im- 
mediate perfect happiness of him who has been 
removed. How inexpressibly joyful must be the 
transition!. Only conceive of the infinite sur* 
prise of the holy, happy, disembodied spirit ; 
perhaps suddenly translated from earth to hea- 
ven, scarcely even tasting of death, and quickly 
winging its flight across the dark and unknoWn 
valley, to realms of everlasting day ; this hour 
wandering on earth in perfect health, and, though 
surrounded with trials and difficulties, imploring 
its Maker for guidance and assistance in keeping 
his ways ; the next, sleeping in the bosom of a 
compassionate Saviour ; in a moment swept away 
from all these vain and transitory scenes, and 
introduced to the society of the blessed, with, 
<< Well done, good and faithful servant ; enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord.". 

Or conceive of the ravages of disease, slowly 
depriving the cheek of its crimson hue of health, 
undermining the powers of the constitution, and 
impairing tjhe activity of that body which was 
lately subservient to the volitions of an active, 
intelligent, affectionate, and pious mind. The 
animal powers are fast verging to decay, and 
ere long, the principle of vitality must be extin- 
guished. Yet, even now, the Christian rises 
above disease, and though his outward man de- 
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cay, his inward strength is renewed day by day; 
he bears an ample testimony to the goodness of 
God, and to the supporting influence of the truths 
of the Gospel ; for he knows in whom he has 
believed, and is persuaded that he is able to 
keep that which he has committed to him, unto 
the last day. Even in the closing scene, though 
he may not die triumphant, yet his hopes and 
joys are fixed on God, his faith and confidence 
in the atoning merits of a Redeemer's sacrifice* 
The happy spirit, though it still linger on the 
confines of mortality, is pluming its wings to soar 
above ; 

** The nearer still she draws to land, 
The more her sacred joys expand ; 
With steady helm, and well-bent sail. 
Her anchor drops within the vail ! 
Triumphant now she claps her wings, 
And her celestial sonnet sings. 
Glory to God !" 



Sin has no longer any influence to damp the 
joy and interrupt the prospects of the soul. 
Faith is exchanged for sight, prayer for praise, 
expectation for fruition. There is no darkness 
now; for he sees God, sees him as he is, is 
conformed to his image, and filled with his 
glory. It is impossible to conceive, much more' 
depict^ the felicity of the disembodied spirit, at 
once freed from all the shackles of mortality, 
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and delif^ng in the service of the Most Hi^ ; 
all its faculties, its powers, and its affections, 
centering in him, purified and sublimed, and 
exercised on a scale the most oompi^hensive, 
unlimited, and eternal. 

Only conceive of the happiest moments you 
ever spent on earth with our dear friend now in 
heaven; those in which, prostrated l^fore the 
throne of God, in social yet private worship, 
you joined hands and hearts in mutually sup- 
plicating the favour of Jehovah, and the best 
blessings of his smiles on your undertakings for 
his service. Conceive of that sweetest com- 
munion of souls which you have participated; 
(how did your hearts burn within you, with love 
to God, and to each other !) and the entire ex- 
emption you have enjoyed from every jarring 
sound. How sweet is the recollection of those 
few happy moments ! now infinitely dear to 
memory! Yet, if you endeavour to multiply 
. these joys with all the powers of your mind, you 
will fall incalculably short of the actual blessed- 
ness of heaven ; for *' eye hath not seen; nor ear 
beard, nor hath it entered into the heart of man 
to conceive the joys which are reserved for the 
people of God." 

And this blessedness is eternal : it knows no 
change, is the same yesterday, and to-day, and 
for ever. Into this joy your friend has entered ; 
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and as you loved him on earth with disinterested 
affection, are you not consoled by this delightful 
prospect ? Nay, do you not rejoice to part with 
your own ease, that he may be happy f Is it 
not happiness to know that he is ^' where the 
wicked cease from troiibling, and the weary are 
at rest ?" Yes, it is — you would not wish him 
back again ; you prefer his happiness to your 
own, and only desire to follow him : you recollect 
his present peace, and are comforted* 

God has graciously removed one -of his tender 
feeble lambs; has promised to keep it in his 
bosom ; to cherish it, and restore it to you at his 
appointed time. He has taken it away from the 
evil to come. Jesus says, " In the world ye 
shall have tribulation ; but be of good cheer, I 
have overcome the world.'' In Jesus, too, your 
dear friend has been made more than conqueror, 
and has escaped the tribulations of a protracted - 
warfare : he has escaped from his own frailties, 
and has exchanged the infirmities of our nature 
for glory, honour, and immortality. 

Though he be no more seen upon earth, 
though his place be vacant in the sanctuary, 
though there be none to occupy his useful sta,- 
tion, and hone to fill his domestic relations, yet 
he is not lost; he is not dead, but sleepeth; he 
ever liveth and reigneth with the saints in light. 
He dwells not upon earth, but lives in immor* 
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talitjy in the immediate presence of God, and 
the. service of the Redeemer. Sorrow is no 
longer known to the blissful inhabitant of a 
heavenly world; sin is for ever banished ; disease 
and death are known no more, and can oo longer 
impair the activity of the soul : the understanding 
is not fettered by the cumbrous medium of clay, 
through which it receives its exterior notices ; 
the heart is no longer throbbing with wo, nor 
agitated and disturbed by a thousand painful 
feelings and conflicting passions, but animated 
solely with the love of God : 

** The tears are all wiped from those eyet. 
And evil they never shall see." 

The understanding is enlarged to comprehend 
what is the height, and breadth, and length, and 
depth of the love of God ; the heart is expanded 
to feel alone its unbounded influence ; and the 
whole soul is fitted and prepared, and all its 
powers and faculties are rendered capable of 
relishing the joys of the heavenly state, of ador- 
ing, loving, serving, and praising God. 

Though absent from the body, he is for ever 
present with the Lord : he hais joined the song of 
the redeemed above, and has united in ascribing 
praises to the Lamb that was slain. No longer 
worn by disease, distressed by afiliction, assailed 
by temptation, or haunted by sin, there is full en- 
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jpyment for the expanded heart in the worship 
of God. He is present with his Redeemer, with 
Him who, became a ransom for many, su&red 
the wrath of God for the sins of his people, and 
gave himself for them, that they through Him 
might find acceptance with God — ^with Him, who 
has been his God, his father, and his friend ; his 
gnide through Jife, his support under trials and 
distresses, his everlasting portion in the midst of 
every changing scene ; his hope, and all-suificient 
Saviour, in the last hour of death — with Him who 
has been his joy, and is now become his exceeding 
great reward — ^with Him in whose presence is 
fulness of joy, and at whose right hand there are 
pleasures for evermore. 

From the contemplation of this state of endless 
bUss, you are led forward to reflect on the present 
perfection of the capacities of the deceased. 
With pure and chastened delight, you have loved 
and admired the character of your dear friend 
while on earth. The mild and varied intelligence 
of a well-stored mind ; the meek, disinterested 
affection of a heart formed for tenderness, and 
moulded by religion ; the benevolence of his dis- 
position; his amiable temper; the rectitude ef 
his principles ; his fear of God, and obedience to 
his commands; his delight in kis service, and 
desire of living to his glory ; the excellence of his 
conduct, and his unremitting exertions to be con^ 
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stantly doing good to all the poor, needy, afflicted, 
and wandering, in his spheres-formed so many 
points of attraction, on which you delighted to 
dwell with increasing satisfaction. And yet, with 
all these excellencies, your dear friend's was not 
a perfect character. An impartial recollection of 
all he said and did will mark visible imperfection ; 
will show that the soul was still militant on earth, 
and affected by a variety of external circum- 
stances, and these too frequently and too inti* 
mately allied to human depravity, though con- 
tinually deplored and opposed as the consequence 
of indwelling sin. 

Contemplate now the state of the soul t its 
perceptions quickened and enlarged; its affec- 
tions directed to their proper centre ; its faculties 
wholly employed in the service of G«d ; its dispo- 
sitions and actions purified and exalted; the 
sphere of its sensations changed from earth to 
heaven, and their nature now divine, no longer 
subject to the inroads of ])ain and sin : all which 
beautified the character on earth, all which made 
it estimable, all which constituted it lovely in your 
eyes, is rendered absolutely perfect by its trans- 
lation to heaven* Conceive, then, of th^se same 
amiable traits still in exercise, with the addition 
of inconceivable purity : and do you not feel, that, 
although dead, he yet speaks, and thinks, and 
feels? Do you not love him still, for the reasons 
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you loved bim on earth f Is not your sdSection 
increased by his present holy, ha{^y state? Do 
you not find k a source of pleasure, still to love 
that which was imperishable, that which was 
heavenly about himf and do you not derive a 
large fund of consolation fVom this exercise of 
fiffectionf A ray of heavenly joy gilds your soli'- 
tary hours, and illumines your path through this 
dark wilderness; guiding you by its chastened 
light to the mansions of the blessed. 

Yet there is another feature of the present 
state of the deceased, which deserves your notice ; 
' — they4leep in Jems. Death is frequently repre- 
sented as a sleep ; and under this beautiful simi- 
-litude we are informed that it is only a temporary 
cessation of hostility, and of the vital principle* 
preparatory to some new state of existence, of 
which we can form at best, but an inadequate idea. 
As, during sleep, the immaterial principle within 
us remains still active and vigilant; so, during 
the long night of death, the soul, freed from the 
prison of the body, is ever active in its sweet 
employment just described. The powers of voli- 
tion, and perception of external objects, have 
ceased from the body: ,it is dead, it is now a. 
nothing, and will soon be removed from our sight* 
Yet what affectionate heart is there, that does 
not delight to linger over the body of his departed 
relative? Memory loves to trace in the affection* 

17 



194 ON THE SOURCES OF CONSOLA'J lOti. 

ate ioteUigent sipile, which still hovers around 
the lipsy and which not even death itself can yet 
destroy, the delightful peace with which the soul 
quitted its tenement of clay, as well as the testi- 
mony of endeared affection to surviviiig relatiyes» 
which indicates that the last thought on earth 
was that of lave for Aem^ and anticipated joy on 
the very confines of eternity. Who does not de* 
light to retrace in imagination, what the expres* 
sive eye, sparkling with delight, lately told of all 
its feehngs, its cares, and joys f or contemjdate 
that form consecrated by a thousand endeared 
recollections, and of which every wonted object 
of participated pleasure no# seems but as a sad 
memento? Yes! feeble nature shrinks from th0 
sad parting even of this lifeless clay : though the 
soul be gone, it rejoices to dwell and infuse ima* 
ginary activity into each limb and every feature ; 
hence (iie reluctance with which we commit the 
body to the narrow che<erless cell aj^inted for 
all the' living. 

Yet hush the murmuring thought ! Thy dearly 
beloved friend only sleeps in Jesus : he is shrouded 
in the arms of a Saviour's love, who died and 
rose again, that all his followers might. Jesus 
watches over the bodies of his saints, and will 
keep them until the last great day of retribution. 
Our blessed Lord himself tasted of dteth, though 
he could not be subjected by it, and he has per^ 
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fumed the grave by his presence. Shall we then 
fear to commit our dear friend to that tomb where 
Jesus lay^ and whence he rose triumphant, lead« 
ing •< captivity captive," and trampling over that 
last enemy, even death? " For this corruptible 
must put on incorruption, and this mortal must 
put on immortality. So, when this corruptible 
shall have put on incorruption,- and this mortal 
shall have put on immortality, then shall -be 
I^rought to pass the saying that is written, Death 
is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is 
Ay sting } O grave, where is thy victory ? The 
sting of death is sin ; and the strength of sin is 
the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us 
the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ*"* 
Jemfi '* is the resurrection and the lifi^." Througlik 
him, that which you now commit to the gwfe^ 
shall be raised at the last day, in his imagis, tQ 
sanetification and honour. Thus your dear friend 
will only slumber till the morning of the resur- 
rection; *' for if we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus 
will God- bring with him, and so shall we ever be 
with the Lord.f If in this life only we haive hope 
in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. But 
BOW is Christ risen from the dead* and become 
the first fruits of them that slept. For since by 

f I Cf r. xf. 53-67. 1 1 Vkm* iv. 14, 17. 
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man came death, by man came also the resurrec- 
tion of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even 
SO in Christ shall all be made alive."* And the 
glorious change it will undergo, is thus described 
in the beautiful, simple, and energetic language 
of the Apostle : '' It is sown in corruption ; it is 
raised in incorruption : it is sown in dishonour ; 
it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is 
raised in power: it is sown a natural body; it is 
raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, 
And there is a spiritual body. And so it is written. 
The first man Adam was me^e a living soul; the 
last Adam was made a quickening spirit. How- 
beit, that was not first which is spiritual, but that 
which is natural; and afterward that which is 
spiritual. The first man is of the earth, earthy : 
the second man is the Lord from heaven. As is 
the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: 
and as is the heavenly, such are they also that 
are heavenly. And as we have borne the image 
of the earthy, we shall ialso bear the image of 
the heavenly."t 

This is the glorious prospect revealed through 
Christ Jesus, and reserved for those who are 
kept by the power of God, through faith unto 
salvation. You bid adieu to the body of your 
dearest relative, but it is only for a time. It 

* 1 Cor. XT. 19^-42. ♦ 1 Cor. xv. 40—48: 
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rmnaios in its chrysalis state for tke appointed 
period, and then rises under new fbrnm and 
combinations, which indeed we cannot exael^ 
trdce, but infinitely glorious, and like to Christ's 
glorified body. In the arms of a kind Sayioor 
it Mrill rest till the trumpet shall sound, and tho 
dead shall be raised incorruptible. Thus faith 
descries infinite glories as the result of this 
apparent disorganization of the animal frame : 
it beholds new scenes breaking upon the as*- 
tonished view; it commits the keeping of the 
body as unto a faithful Creator in welldoing ; it 
leaves its earthly all in His hands, who openetht 
and no man shutteth, and shutteth, and no man 
opeoeth. 

The Christian looks at death as the prelude 
of eternity. '^ Thou fool, that which thou sowesty 
is not quickened except it die." Ii^ this beautiful 
similitude we find even the a|^arance of uleath 
disarmed of all its terror. The seed is thrown 
into the ground; it is hidden from our sight; 
but by and by we are surprised to see the 
tender blade ; it has assumed a new form of 
existence; and, though visited by the wintry 
blast, though again concealed from our sight by 
the hoar frost and the snow, it is preserved, and 
prepared, by this long night of comparative in- 
activity, for future fertility and beauty. ^< We 

all do fade as a leaf;" we pass tbe summer of 

17 ♦ 
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life) and wben visited by the autumnal gale, we 
wither, droopi and fall away from our earthly 
connexions. But this is not the termination of 
existence ; for, as the leaf falls, and undergoes 
its change of phytoseptic decay, it is prepared 
to assume new forms of existence, and destined 
soon again {p appear with increased beauty : so 
man, when he drops into the grave, is under- 
going that change which will prepare him for 
existence in a heavenly world. Let us, however, 
remember, that as the richness of autumnal 
foliage far exceeds the summer's beauty, so 
should the evening of life increase in worth, and 
evince a greater degree of heavenly-mindedness, 
and conformity to the will of God ; so, in ap- 
proaching the winter of death, and when the 
head is already silvered over with the frost of 
age, should the heart exemplify that its inspira- 
tions are derived' from a heavenly source. 

>If we consider man as a complicated machine, 
admirably fitted for the performance of every 
function to which his situation calls htm ; or if 
we look at him as an intellectual being, aniif 
contemplate the vast resources of his mind, we 
are filled with wonder and admiration. Yet this 
is man in the infant state of his existence, as the 
creature of mortality, as a rational rather than 
as a spiritual being. But go a little forward ; ' 
the cold hand of death pates that cheek which 
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once glowed with vivacity ; the expressive eye 
is now sunk in its lifeless orbit ; the heart, once 
the seat of the warmest affections, no longer 
beats, no longer flutters with joy or throbs with 
anxiety ; the animated intelligence of the coun- 
tenance has given place to ceaseless absence of 
expression; the mind no longer dwells there; 
and those active limbs once obedient to that 
mind, now are stiff, cold, and inanimate. The 
lifeless corpse is soon shrouded, it is placed in 
its narrow habitation, and entombed. ' We see 
it no more. But though the Christian cannot 
explore the wintry sleep of death, yet he hnows 
and feels that this last closing scene of existence 
is but preparatory to brighter prospects. 

The immortal spirit still exists ; and though 
the body slumbers in the tomb, yet, when the 
night of death is past, it will be raised incor^ 
ruptible; it will be reunited with its kindred 
spirit ; it will be received into heaven ; all the 
faculties and affections of the soul will be puri^- 
fied and enlarged; and its happiness completed. 
" Blessed are the diead which die in the Lord : 
they rest from all their labours, and their works 
do follow them. — May I die the death of the 
righteous, and may my latter end be like his !" 

Such is the limited nature of our faculties, 
that it is not easy 16 cohceive of the joys of the 
heavenly state ; yet that there is such a state of 
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k^ppimUt aad that it is adapted to the fufl 
ezpanaioD of the intellectual powers, has beea 
revealed to us« Still we are unable to under- 
stand its gloriest or to form adequate and 
<^nrect ideas of half its blessedness : we can but 
approximate towards the truth, and must be 
eontented to know but in part* We are assured, 
that it is a rest prepared for the people of God ; 
and that its chief employment will consist in 
loving him with unwearied alacrity and increas- 
ing delight. While we acknowledge the inade^ 
quacy of our faculties to conceive of this blissful 
region, there is no impropriety in contemplating 
the happy land to which, I trust, we are hasten- 
ing; in following thither, in imagination, the 
spirit of our departed relative, and anticipating 
the measure <^ our knowledge there. 

Fond affection anxiously inquires if it shall 
again see and know the dear object of its joy on 
earth : and appears to derive support from this 
delightful hope. On what grounds it may be 
entertained, will appear from the following ob- 
servations* Heaven is a state adapted to the 
entire perfection of the intellectuat powers; and 
these, freed from all impurity and every incum- 
brance, will be placed en their proper objects^ 
These, while man continued in a state of inno* 
cence, were such as in their exercise to consti- 
tute him happtf^ By the fall they have become 
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debased: and by their alliance with the body, 
and the intrusion of sin, their powers are in- 
cumbered and weakened, while the objects of 
their pursuit are frequently improper. But when 
the soul shall have bidden adieu to this vain 
scene, when it shall have ascended to realms of 
celestial glory, and the disembodied spirit shall 
have been- transformed into the image of its 
Redeemer ; then all its powers will be enlarged, 
and tend, in one uniform current, to the glory of 
that Being whose presence constitutes the delight 
of the blessed ; it will look back on its past life^ 
and admire the unsearchable riches of grace and 
of divine love : it will be able to comprehend the 
reason and the wisdom of th^ dealings of God, 
and will contemplate with delight his long suf* 
fering patience, and loving-kindness, and tender 
mercies. \ 

Its jays will be derived from the same source 
as on earth; only that here we see as through a 
glass darkly, while there we shall no longer 
live by faith, but sight: we shall no longer 
experience the weakness we have felt below, 
but shall be enabled to love and praise God with 
the whole heart. The exercise of the intellec-^ 
tual functions is not confined to one objecty though 

• 

they will ultimately tend exclusively to the Su- 
preme Being, and iSnally centre in him. Thus, 
unquestionably, the happiness of heaven will 
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be enhanced hy participation, by sharing with 
others its pleasures and it9 services. There 
too, perhaps, the happy spirit, when disengaged 
from the body, busies itself in watching over 
those forms to which it wad attached on earth 
by the tenderest ties : it is probably one of its 
cares and joys, in the capacity of a guardian 
angel, to watch over and protect the endeared 
mortal with whom it was formerly associated in 
lore as pure, in affection as exalted, as mortality 
oould reach. ' 

Perhaps we hare no direct instance of the 
kind in the Sacred Writings: yet it is surely 
not un&ir to infer, that the same cause which 
augments the misery of thos<s who are banished 
from the presence of God, will add to the happi- 
ness of the blessed : and of these causes, none 
are more powerful than perception and reflection. 
^^ The rich man, being in torments, Hft up his 
eyes, and beheld Abraham afar off, ^nd Lazarus 
in his bosom. And he cried and said, father 
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, 
that he may dip the tip of his finger in water 
and cool my tongue : for I am tormented in this 
flame.'** 

In this emphatic appeal on the part of the 
rich man, we may descry a consciousness of the 

* Luke xvi. 94. 
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felicity of Lazarus^ or he could not reader him 
assistance, and increased power of the under- 
standing to discern Abraham and Lazarus ; the 
power of reflection on the foUy of bis own past 
conduct, and the exercise of affection for his 
brethren, that they might escape his torments* 
On the part of Abraham, the great gulf fixed 
between him and the rich maor forms an obstacle 
to the relief prayed for ; thus certainly admitting 
the inference, that although the miserable are 
excluded from the kind offices of angels in hea- 
ven, yet that this may not be the case with the 
righteous, over whom God has giren hb angeb 
charge. 

If it be allowed that these were sources of 
anguish to the unhappy spirit, and that their 
exercise, under different circumstances, might 
augment the felicity of the just, it surely will 
not be asserted, that these additions of happiness 
are denied to the blessed spirit. Hence it is pre- 
sumed that the powers of the soul are engaged, 
and do derive pleasure from being engaged, 
on objects of affection still left behind it on 
earth; and, therefore, unless by some subse- 
quent change (which is quite inconceivable) these 
powers may have been extinguished, there will 
be a caniinuance of their exercise j when the happy 
spirits shall be reunited^ in realms of bUss. 
IThere can be nothing improbable in this suppc- 
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Bition, and there appears to be strong ground 
for believing its reality : for if the spirit, in its 
present separate state, be allowed to exercise 
purified affection towards the relatives it has 
left behind, snch as, united to the body^ would 
have been termed social^ why maur not the same 
principles continue in action, and form part of 
the happiness of the blest, when reunited around 
the throne of God f Man was created upright^ 
in the image of God ; by the fall) he lost that 
image : but wben the spirit returns to God who 
gave it, it is made like unto the image of its 
Saviour; it resembles, in its purity and prin^ 
ciples, what it first was, when emanating from 
the Deity. 

That we shall know and love each other 
hereafter, as those whom we have known, and 
admired, and loved on earth, may be inferi*ed 
from the second of Samuel, and the twelfth 
chapter ; where David, after the decease of his 
beloved child, exclaims with genuine lively faith, 
'< I shall go to him, but he shall not return to 
me." Nor does this allude simply to partaking 
the same happiness in heaven ;" for if this were 
the meaning of the passage, why is the personal 
pronoun alone employed ? David might have 
said, in confidence of happiness hereafter, I 
shall go where he is, but he shall not return to 
me ; though, even then, the last clause would 
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Sam to desifiMtte a peritmal iDtenriew. An^ 
wheu %1m U conjoined with the strong ezpra^* 
idon, . ^' I shall f o to Ajm/' there appears to 
remain no doubt that he uttered these words 
under the laipreBsion that he should have a 
personal knowledge of his child in a future 
world : and from its connexion with the former 
part of the passage, this anticipation seems to 
have formed, with OaTid, a principal source of 
coasolatian under his affliction. 

This knowledge of each other may be likewiit^ 
inferred from Luke ix. 28, ^t seq. i where the 
Evangelist, in describing th6 transfiguration of 
our Lord upon the inount, observes, that there 
talked with him two men, which were Moses 
and Elias. ^^ And it came to pass, as they de- 
parted from him, Peter said unto Jesus, Master, 
it. is good for us to be here : and let us make 
three tabernacles^ one for thee, and one fc^ 
Moses, and one for Elias : not knowing what he 
said/'^ Here Peter, and doubtless also James 
and John, knew Moses and Elias ; they knew 
them, not merely as happy spirits, but individu- 
ally. And this proves more than simple know-^ 
ledge ; for, if we recognise each other m a 
future world, in addition to the complacency we 
must feel towards all the blissful inhabitants of 
that heavenly, peaceful region, there can be little 
doobt, from a consideration of the precediii^ 

18 
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argument, that we shaU love each other indi- 
vidually; that affection entertained on earth will 
be elevated, purified, and renewed in a fairer 

world of spirits. 

The exercise of affection is not that which 
pertains sokly to onr fallen nature, and is super- 
induced by it ; but it is a principle of the soul's 
action; it is that which elevates us the nearest 
to our great Pattern and Redeemer, which em- 
ploys the purest, the most sublimated energies 
of the immortal mind. Affection was exercised 
in a state of innocence, and it constituted the 
greater portion of the happiness of Paradise ; 
and that, not from being diffused over all the 
works of creation, (for the whole must have 
appeared amiable,) but from its being concen- 
trated on one object. Nor does it at all appear 
that this affection was inimical to the love of 
God. Hence, individual affection may exist in 
a future life, and flow uniformly from, and be 
enhanced by, the affections centering supremely 

in God. 

A state of innocence is the nearest approach 
to a future state of happiness, but still falls far 
short of its .glories. If, however, we behold 
pure affection a source of pleasure in this vain 
and transitory scene, and if we then endeavour 
to form an adequate conception of the measure 
-«f happiness thus produced in a state of perfect 
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purity, we shall irpesistibly be led forward an- 
other gradation in the scale of Miss ; we shall 
cast our eyes on future scenes ; when, added to 
a state of freedom from guilt, the spirit shall be 
reliered from the shackles imposed on it by the 
body ', and a)l the affections purified, and their 
object exalted, their exercise shall be again 
renewed, with an inconceivable accession of 
felicity. 

This fact appears also from the consideration 
of that disciple whom Jesui laved; and the ex- 
ample of our dear Redeemer will not be deemed 
one in which the frailties and deformities of 
human nature were commixed. This love was 
pure, pure as the source from which it flowed. 
He who now liveth, and reigneth, and intercedeth 
for us, who gave Umself a ransom for the sins 
of his people, no doubt loved them with an 
everlasting, an unchanging love. He who loved 
aU his disciples, affords us an instance of parti- 
cnlar affection, of pure exalted love, not founded 
on the low considerations of mortality, but during 
to all eternity. This love we find testified after 
his resurrection, and immediately before his 
ascension to heaven, his reception to glory : nor 
can we then doubt that individual affection may 
be exercised by pure intelligences. 

Our affections are not changed, but purified, 
exalted in their object, and enlarged in their 
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dqiaei^* Wben this corruptible shall have put 
OB incorri^oD, and this mortal shall have put 
Ml immortality, then all that is sinful, base, 
sdrdid, and selfish, every impure admixture shall 
be taken away, and disinterested benevolence 
shall animate the heart. The present capacities 
and faculties of the soul are indestractible: and 
bat that they shaU be deprived of every charac- 
teristic and distinctive feature which they derive 
from the condrination of cm tpiriiuid and ammal 
nature^ they will reoiatn unchanged. Love mth- 
ottt alloy will animate every bosooo ; anditsfresfl 
object will be that gracious, glcnious, holy Being, 
before whom angels vail their faces, and to 
whom they are engaged in ceaseless ascriptions 
of praise. Love will fill the whole soul; and 
those affectiims which on earth so feebly tended 
towards God, will now expand in the ripening 
atmosphere of heaven, to the fidt-blown maturity 
of joy and peace. 

But wiQ this love to God diminish our affection 
fiir those who bear Ins imageP No; it cannot 
destroy, but it will augment^ it will render more 
iBtelise that love which here we exerosed to- 
wards his people, and pcurticularly towards some 
individuals. We love God more, because the 
hindrances to omr affection are removed; and 
fis our desires here were characterized, though 
so imperfect^, by love to Him ;^ so will they 
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tftil oonverg e to tbeir proper objed, and wi)l 
becone intevse, in proportion as tbeir capa^sitf 
10 increased. The sajae purifying and exaltiqg 
eauae which rouses ardei^ affection towardi 
Oody will equally rdundle love to the happjr 
beings around us. 

Sinee, thniy there is no change in the naiwKor 
tendency of the afl^ions ; but only that those 
previously existing on earth, debMed by sin, an^ 
chained down to sense, are emancipated and ex* 
aked ; it is reasonable to suppose that we 9h^ 
OJiercise similar principles in our intercourse m 
heaven. Indeed, when kindred spirits have been 
united here bdow, have participated each other's 
hearts, have travelled together in the road to 
Zion, have only parted for a short season on the 
narrow verge of eternity; when this mntnal 
affection has had its basis in love to Qod, and 
ha0 been influenced by it ; the change which the 
disembodied spirit must undergo, in order to 
exclude the reaction of such a principle, so con- 
sonant with its nature and so agreeable to the 
love of God, is absolutely inconceivable. 

If the love of God animate our bosoms; if we 
really are the sincere followers 6f Christ, and 
heirs with him of the. kingdom and glory ; then 
riiall we love his people, in so far as they resent 
ble their great Pattern, for his sake whose image 
they bear enstamped upon their hearts, and 

18* 
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whose laws are written in their lives. We shaH 
love the people of Gk)d, wherever we meet with 
them, in whatever nation, or people, or tongue, 
and however divided into sects and parties, for 
Him whose name they revere, and to whose cross 
they look alone for salvation. 

But we may go a step higher. Suppose natural 
and Christian affection to have been superadded 
to this love to the people of God as such^ and that 
the most endearing relationship shall have sub- 
sisted ; that the Christian's cares, and joys, and 
Borrows, shall have been participated; and that 
perfect harmony, and a single mutual desire to 
do good, shall have formed the promiiient cha* 
racter of the union ; this is tl^e most engaging 
form of that love which animates the heart to- 
.wards the people of God. There may be then, 
modified by circumstances, different degrees of the 
same principle in exercise ; and this affection will 
be more pure and more substantial in proportion 
as the union is more and more spiritual* But it 
is a spiritual union only^ which we shall hereafter 
sustain. Let us then look beyond the grave, and 
anticipate, that the love which warmed our hearts 
here below, shall fill the heart hereafter. 

In heaven we shall love God without interrupt 
tion; and that love win necessarily animate us 
with afiection for others, for the blissful inhabit- 
ants of that holy place. But as it is allowed that 
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our happiness will be increased by the recollection 
of our past difficulties and trials, and of our tran- 
sition from a world of care to a world pf bliss ; 
so it 'will be granted that we shall experience an 
accession of delight, from uniting our praises to 
those with whom we have associated: and that 
the measureof the happiness we shall derive from 
this source, will be in proportion to the nearness 
and the spiritual nature of the connexion which 
subsisted on earth. Thus will it constitute a' 
portiopof our pleasures, to meet in heaven those 
endeared relatives, towards whom the greatest 
affection was exercised on earth; the recollection 
and reflection "on which will heighten our felicity, 
aind contribute to augment our peace and joy. 

We shall experience additional pleasure from 
loving and praising Grod together. Let us enter-* 
tain exalted ideas of that blissful state ; but let 
us appreciate its blessings when we can, and as 
they deserve. Participation enhances pleasure ; 
and our happiness in the heavenly state will be 
increased by the myriads of happy beings around 
us ; and still more so, by the safety of those we 
have loved, and esteemed, and delighted in 
below, who almost constituted a part of our- 
selves. Does not then the hope of the resur- 
rection afford most abundant consolation to the 
mourner P Its glorious realities should be con- 
stantly before him, and mitigate his sorrows. 



Tbe p fog ga t scMWi wiH soon be lost ; huiuui 
ttft is bat w a shadowy which q«M^ passes 
ttway; it is a tale whieh is sooa lold; it is a 
Jonraey, which, ahhoufh we cannot descry its 
termiiiatiDiiy we shall soon accomplish, and we 
cannot teH how soon. Bnt this we know, that the 
brdfity of bmnan Uh will quickly reunite those 
whom deadl dirides. At no very distant period, 
yon win he Tis)tcd by wan disease, stretched en 
the bed of sickness, and finally be no more seen 
upon earth. While, however, this deliglitfnl 
prospect animates and coaseles you, remember, 
that, though to die and be with Christ is infinite 
'* gain,'^ yet to abide on earth doriag his will, ia 
" tar better.^ Life is the time to serve (Sod, to 
show forth his praise, and prepare for eternity : 
and though it may be very lawful to indolge 
ardent expectations of your removal from its 
cares and sorrows, yet this becomes sinful, 
because excessive^ when it renders you undnly 
anxious to depart, even '< to be with Christ." 

Be assured, that when yovifreifuUy l<mg to 
be delivered from the present scenes of trouble, 
you are not fitted to enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. You are not entirely willing to do and 
to sufiTer'-the will of God here, and consequently 
are incapable of yielding that perfect obedience 
and submission to him, which the society and 
happiness of heaven demand. Earnestly check 
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the first impatioiit thcmght ; for Ihis indidgedt 
m&y teach you to murmur and repine. . YouJr 
great security depends on lovijig 6od» and serr- 
ing htm wkh your whdie soul : thus will you h» 
preparing for heavenly felicity, and ripening 
&st for the kingdom of glory. When, therefore, 
you look forward to this glorious change, it must 
be with siAmmion to the wUlof CW, and desirmg 
to know ajMl do every thing within the compass 
of yaur talents t6 promote his honour, and to 
accomplish all the good pleasure <^ his will* 

It is delightful to the Cluristiaa, when suffer*" 
ing affliction, to reflect that very soon all his 
sorrows will be soothed, when death is swallowed 
up in victcnry. The approach of this releptless 
tyrant is despoiled of terror to him : he knows 
that his Redeemer lireth, and that he has con* 
quered death : be looks to the last scene of 
dissidution as the peaceful avenue leading to 
eternal hairiness: he welcomes the approach 
of hb kindest friend, and he sinks into his arms 
with calm composure, '^ in sure and certain hope 
of a resurrection unto life eternaL" 

How kind a Saviour, thus to have spoiled 
death of its sting, to have sqftened all its terrors, 
to have rendered its approach desirable ! How 
gjracious to have removed those nearest frieiids, 
to have left whom would have ^uded the last 
Jiageriag moments of life; bat win, as they aM 
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gone before us, now shrve to call our affections 
to heaFCQ, and to render the prospect of dissolu- 
tion most welcome ! Now, indeed, death triumphs 
over all your dearest comfortis; it has robbed 
you of your richest and purest earthly treasure ; 
it has laid your hopes in the dust; has exhibited 
the fallacy of your anticipations of immediate 
futurity by the removal of him who was your 
guide and comfort during the gloomy, darkened 
hours you spent on earth. Yet remember that 
he exhibited only a borrowed light reflected from 
the Sun of Righteousness ; and that he is now 
gone to illuminate another hemisphere, and to 
shine in realms of glory. ' SoOn, very soon, the 
day shall break upon you; the day-star shal) 
dawn upon your heatt, and the Sun of Righteous* 
ness shall arise with healing in his wings, give 
you peace, and guide you to immortal glory. 
Soon you shall triumph .over the last enemy ! 
Death shall be swallowed up in victory! Now, 
indeed, you are under its influence ; but you will 
ere long escape its power. Now he causes you 
to feel his iron sway; but when he aims the fatal 
shaft which is to take you from life, he will find 
he has no power but on the body: the spirit will 
wing its flight to realms of day : and though the 
poor remains of what once was animate may 
moulder into dust, yet soon, from the ashes of 
this beauteous frame, will arise a more beautiful, 
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glorious, and spiritual body ; which, at the last 
resurrection, shall be again united to the soul, 
and awake triumphant from the chains of death: 
'^ for flesh and blood cannot inherit th^e kingdom 
of God ; neither doth corruption inherit ^incor- 
ruption." . 

This union will take {dace in a state of purity. 
The soul will be perfected, its perceptions ren* 
dered acute, and its capacities enlarged to taste 
^ts fulness of joy. No care, no sorrow, no per- 
plenty will have admission there ; there will be 
no difference of opinion, no necessity for the 
exercise of forbearance, no indulgence of de- 
praved principles, no sin, no unbelief, no coldness 
of affection towards God; bift all will be love! 
No longer disturbed by trials and solicitudes, we 
shall ''rest unmolested" in the bosonqi of our 
God and Saviour. 

This hairiness will be as everlasting as it is 
perfect. It will endure to all eternity; and 
when countless years shall have passed away« 
when the power of numbers shall, by the utmost 
stretch of finite capacity, be exhausted^ eternity 
will be but begun. There will be no interrup- 
tion of blessedness, for every possible cause of 
infelicity will be removed. There will be no 
more parting. A thousand accidents on earth, 
prevent the enjoyment of friendship's balm, se- 
parate those whose hearts are united, and cir- 
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MBftBoribe tbe ejrerduie of tfae aSodiom* Tkere 
fee y oaoeemiUe fiiettiiy wiU be afforded t6 
Ike eCeival growtt of oeloBtud love ; lo^e, ever 
0B the fncrease; BAiiag to 1^ solid pleasures 
of the inahftlHtaMls ^ keaveti, and filing vpthe 
iinliinited measure df their pure and peaeeAA 
hottTB. There wfii iie no deitth there ; wmv the 
eaofie -of oar severest wo, but, as we AaQ Aeak 
iee, otAj tke friendlf harhitigOT of everiasting 
joy. From this last ^memy we shall then be 
free, and happy in the hsowledge that mUhing 
ean invade ourpeaee. 

Whilst on earth, if a traosieflt gleam at joy 
flit across our Uvea, it is embittered by the im* 
mediate prospect of saeeeeding W4, and the 
e^reme uneertainty attending the oontinoanoe 
of our enjoyments* We ean nev^ be free fnun 
pain in possession or anticipated reversion. But 
Aere we shall have no present thought but love,. 
BO prospect bat of inviolable security. Sheltered 
from every stprm, we shall repose under the tree 
of life, and hymn the praises of the Lamb, say- 
ing, ^^ Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, to 
receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
alrength, and honour, and glory, and blessing." 
There shall we be ^* before the throne of God, 
and serve him day and night in his temple ; and 
He that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among 
them. They shall hunger no more, neither 
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shall they thirst anf more; neither shall the 
sun light en them, nor any heat. For thd 
Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall 
feed them, and shall lead them unto Uving 
fountains of -waters ; and God shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes." 

With these glorious prospects opening upon 
)iis inquiring view, the Christian will be consoled^ 
the mourner will be comforted and upheld, he 
will no longer contemplate the pallid lifeless 
corpse as the last dull remains of all his happi- 
ness : he will no longer confine his view to the 
grave, which will soon shroud even this beloved 
relic from his sight : but he will look forward to 
the infinite joys which are beyond bis ken, and 
far exceed his utmost conceptions. He will fix 
his eyes on those glories which are now in the 
possession of his departed relative. He will no 
k>nger dwell with sad remembrance on the ago- 
nizing scenes which wer^ the precursors and the 
immediate consequences of dissolution : but he 
will follow the happy spirit to heaven^ where it 
is adorned with an imperishable crown of eternal 
Ufe and glory ; an inheritance incorruptible, un« 
defiled,, and which fadeth not away. He looks 
at the deceased as now, more than ever, the 
object of his affection, because more beautiful 
and excellent; he recollects with unspeakable 
Joy, that all his happiness is derived from an un* 

10 
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Akngmg fouirtftin of peace from God adone, and 
from llie fruitieti of Ikis immedtate preseaee and 
bliwsing*^ To hini, erevy souree of uiieasitiess 
las fiiiled; the heart has been l^hlened €>f eveiy 
fl^rrow ; erery anxiety has been removed; roI a 
single wish unfulfilled, not a want unsuppliedy 
* Bot a fear remaining ; erery imperfection has been 
entirety done away ; and every^ffi^ction perfected 
ta love and serve God, te know and do his WiU» 
to live to his praise. The mourner will no loi^r 
ddight to dwell with mortality ; but, as his affS^ 
tions win be fixed on heaven, he wiO be prepar- 
ing for an abundant entrance into the kingdom 
of his Father. He will familiarize himself with 
death ; will se^ to welcome its approach, and 
desire so to live, that he may die in the arms df 
his Saviour. He will labour more earnestly after 
a wellrgrounded hope of his salvation : and though 
he may, through fear of death, be subject to 
bondage ; though he may dread the last struggle* 
yet he places all his' hope on God alone, and 
tiusts in him for support, who alone can give it; 
lor, when the flesh jtnd heart shaU fall,' God shoU 
be his support and stay, and his porttoii for 
ever. 

And after all we have done, we faU ininitely 
short in our coneeptions of the gkiry and the 
kappuiess of heaven. We are passing through 
huammimi^ latid to mansions m the sky: and iA 
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with ^th in lively exercisQ, M^occasioQiAlly Cateh 
a distant glimpse of the joys prepared for us, still 
our vidion is obscured, we see nothing distinctly, 
and our most fervent anticipations fall far short 
of the reality. We perceive, indeed, enough Co 
mgage our attention, and awaken our love and 
desire. Yet, when we are walking through the 
dark Talley of the shadow of death, perhaps our 
prospects partake of the glo<»n with which wo 
are surrounded, and we caa scarcely appreciate 
tke«xcellent^loryto be revealed in us. SooOfthe 
night of dissolution will^asfiaway-; we are almost 
landing on the blissfal riuAKs of eternity ; we 
shall enter into the rest which remaineth for the 
people of Grod ; land we shaH find ever new and 
iaun-easing objects of delight crowd upon us, and 
£11 us with admnraliion and joy ten thousand 
times greater than we could have conceived. 
May we prepare for that rest ! and may Jesus 
put underneath us his everlasting arms, enable 
tts now to realize its glories, and finally »bruig us 
to possess its ^infading felicities ! 

It is the surest wisdom to lay the foundation 
of our consdation in God, with whom we^can 
odly become intimately acquainted hj perusii^ 
the revelation of his will. Henee the 41010104 
will come to this source of solid comfort, and wiQ 
earnestly and humbly «edk that the Spirit of 
Grace may apply ks aonsirfing promises, its 
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simple precepts, and its glorious prospects to his 
heart, and lead him into the way everlasting. 
Those who lore €rod, who walk in his fear, who 
are partakers of his salvation, may lay chiiBii to, 
and in due time will possess, comfort of which 
the stranger must be ignorant* They will enjcqr 
peace and tranquillity ^ they will jrield themselves 
up to God ; and in so doing, they will prefer an 
humble claim to the infinite blessings which he 
has in store for those who are his people. As 
obedient children, they will be cherished, support- 
ed, and comforted: they will enjoy the presence 
of God, and.some sweet anticipations of glory, 
which wiil allay their fears, quiet their griefs, 
supply them with an antidote to impatience, fill 
their hearts wkh love to God, and give them, 
such a measure of joy and peace in believing in 
Christ Jesus, as will more than compensate 
their loss. 

With this view the Christian mourner wilt 
eagerly consult his Bible, and desire that its 
spirit may be infused into his heart and life* 
He will find instruction suited to his case in 
almost every page ; and if he be anxious to pro- 
fit, he will Hot labour in vain. Its promises to 
the afilicted will prominently attract his notice. 
Here he will be encouraged, by the tender care 
of Jehovah for his SOTrowing children, by the 
kind support he engages to afibrd, and by the 
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inestimable benefits with which he covenants to 

crown those who wait for his blessing : promises, 

evincing the tender mercy and loving^kindness of 

God, fitted for every changing scene, and adapted 

to comfort and support under the most painful 

circumstances. Yet he will remember that these 

promises are made only to those who obey 6od^ 

and keep his commandments ; he will be careful 

not to appropriate them to himself, unless he 

can trace ^n unfeigned desire to yield up the 

whole heart to him, whose'it is, and who demands 

its homage. H« will studiously examine the pre*' 

ceptive parts of Holy Writ, and des^e that his 

feelings and his conduct may correspond with 

its principles. He will equally delight in those 

passages which demand the submission of the 

heart, as in thos6 which bind up the broken* 

hearted, and proclaim peace and security to the 

wretched. He will be equally comforted by 

obedience to his heavenly Father, as by appro* 

priating the supports which he has afforded. He 

will not take a partial view of the revealed will 

of God ; for he will be anxious net to mistake on 

a subject so important, nor lose the benefit 

arising from his sufferings. He will desire, first, 

conformity to the spirit, and tone, and temper of 

the Bible, and then wilt anxiously wait, expect, 

and plead for peace and comfort. 

A few passages of Sacred Writ are sulijoined, 

19* 
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wnA tlie vienrpriricipalljr^roiimiig' «he moorner 
Urinqiiireaiid dil^^ntlf to-searek^he^it^tures. 
** Bat wfaciB tli^ in 4lmr trouble 4id ium unto 
Ib^ 'Lord God of Israel, end song bt ^im, be -was 
fotind of tbem. Atebougb afflietion conieth not 
forth of the dust, 'neither doth tfouble sjH^ing out 
of the ground; jet tnan k horn unto trouble^ as 
the sparks fly upward. Man that is born of a 
womaik is of few days, and full ef trouble. They 
cause the cry of the poor to come unto him, and 
he heajreth the cry of the afflicted. When he 
giyeth quietness, who then can make trouble f 
and when he hideth his face, who then can 
behold htm f 'whether it be done against a nation, 
or against a man only. Behold, happy is the 
man whom God correcteth: therefore despise 
not tliou the chastening of the Almighty: for he 
maketh sore, and bindetb up: he woundeth, and 
his hands make whole. He shall deliver thee 
in six troubles : yea, in seven there shall no evil 
touch thee. If, when evil cometh upon us, as the 
Bword, judgment, or pestilence, or famine, we 
stand before this house, and in thy presence, 
^fbr thy name is in this house,) and cry unto 
thee in our affliction, then thou wilt hear and 
lielp. And when he was in aflliction, he be^ 
sought the liord his God, and humbled himself 
greatly before the God of his fathers, and prayed 
unto him: and he was entreated of him, and 



Jieard his s^ppEcatirni, and broiiflit him ugaia 
to Jenisalem inta his J^iugdom. Then Maoasseh 
knew that the Lor^ be was God. And he shall 
jndge the world in righteousness^ he shall mi-* 
nnter jo^ment to the jpeaple in iiprigbuieas. 
The Lord abo WiUI be a i^fc^efor tfae^crppressedy 
a tefuge in 'tixn^s of trouble. And they that 
know tby name wiU.put their trust in thee : for 
thou, Lord, hast not fprsi^ken them that seek 
thee. For thisshall eveiy one that is godl^zpray 
unto tb€^ in a time when thou mayest be found : 
surely in the floods of^reat waters they shall not 
€onie nigh unto him. Thou art my hiding-place ; 
thou shalt preserve me from trouble ; thou shalt 
compass me about with songs of deliverance* 
I will instruct thee, and teach thee in the way 
which thou shalt go : I will guide thee with mine 
eye. Many sorrows shall be to the wicked ; but 
he that trusteth in the Lord, mercy shall compass 
him about. But the salvation of the righteous 
is of the Lord: be is theii* strength in the time 
of trouble. And the Lord shall help them, and 
deliver them : he shall deliver them from the 
wicked, and save them, because they trust in him. 
Blessed is he that considereth the poor: the Lord 
will deliver him in time of trouble. The Lord 
will strengthen him upon the bed of languishing : 
thou wilt make all his bed in his sickness. For 
in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his 
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pavilion ; in the secret of his tabernacle shiill he 
hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock. Grod is 
our refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble. Then they cried unto the Lord in their 
trouble, and he delivered them out of their dis- 
tresses. He forgetteth not the cry of the humble. 
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou wilt 
revive me: thou shalt stretch forth thy hand 
against the wrath of mine enemies, and thy right 
hand shall save me. I know that the Lord will 
maintain the cause of the afflicted, and the right 
of the poor. This is my conifort in my affliction : 
for thy word hath quickened me. Before I was 
afflicted I went €uitray : but now have I kept thy 
word. I know, O Lord, that thy judgments are 
right, and that thou in faithfulness hast afflicted 
me. . Let, I pray thee, thy merciful kindness be 
for my comfort, according to thy word unto thy 
servant. And it shall come to pass in the day 
that the Lord shall give thee rest from thy sor- 
row, and from thy fear, and from the hard 
bondage wherein thou wast made to serve, &c. 
And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and 
come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy 
upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and 
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 
away. Behold, I have refined thee, but not with 
silver; I have chosen thee in the furnace of 
affliction. Sing, O heavens ; and be joyful O 
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earth; and break forth into singing, O moun- 
tains: for the Lord hath ^comforted his people, 
and will have mercy upon his afflicted. Who 
is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth 
the voice of his servant, that walketh in dark- 
ness, and hath no light ? 1^ him trust in the 
name of the Lord, and stay upon his God. In 
all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel 
of his presence saved them : in his love and 
in bis pity he redeemed them ; ami he bare 
them, and carried th^m all the days of old. But 
though he cause grief, yet will he have com- 
passion according to the multitude of hb mercies. 
In that day, saith the Lord, will I assemble her 
that halteth, and I will gather her that is driven 
out, and her that I have afflicted ; and I will 
make her that halted a remnant, and her that 
was cast far off a strong nation : and the Lord 
shall reign over them in Mount Zion from hence- 
forth) even for ever. Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, that ye shall weep and lament, but the 
world shall rejoice : and ye shall be sorrowful, 
but your sorrow shall be turned into joy. But 
I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep, that ye 
sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 
Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the 
people of God» than to enjoy the pleasures of sin 
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fiMT a 'seiison : for be had respeet uHtN> the i«- 
coiiipettce of the reward. Is any anumg jrou 
aflticted? let ihkn pray. iHtiiHble youtsdlves ia 
the flight of the Lord) and iie shall hft yoa np. 
He riiaU oever thee with his feathers, and tnmder 
hill wings shah thou trust: his trudi iihall be thy 
shield and buckler. I know the thoughts tiuit t 
think toward yoa, saith die Lord, thai^;lils of 
peace, and not of eril, to give you an expected 
end. Then shaH ye call «peti me, and ye diall 
go and (piny ante 'me, aad l-ygfiSL heaibea oiitD 
you. Aad ye sbal> aeekiiie^sEtnd Ami aw. The 
righteous cry, and "the jLord heareth them^ amd 
delivcAreth fheia out of all tbeir troubles, •iiow' 
excellent is thy Ioving'*kindness, O God ! lii^e- 
fo^re the diildr^n of men put their trusft imder 
Ae shadow <of thy wiags. They shall be idmifr- 
Aantly aali^ed with the fatness of thy house; 
and thou ishalt make them drink of the Ttrers of 
thy pleasure. Hold tihou me up, and I riiaU be 
safe : and I will have respect unto thy statutes 
contiaua%. If ye endure chastening, God 
dealeth with you as with sons< for what son is 
be whom the fiddier ehasteaeth not f in tretwm- 
iii|g a&d rest shall ye be aayed ; ia quietness 'and 
coi^ence shall be year strength. In the fear 
of the Lord is iBirong eonfidenee. For i the 
Lard ti^.God will hold Chy ri^ hMd, and thou 



•bait ¥4^1091 i» ih#« hmik aack ahate floiy in tlM 

Iftlion^ aaid the bei^l siif^povl under ewi^ sonowi 
Tbe^ fiKirast wdgr ti% obfeaia peMe of mind, is to 
eoine to^Ged^ the nenres-fiailiiig fomkUan oi hup^ 
piiiesd^ 8»td to entieafe it: of him* Prajoer ifr the 
laedNiBft of c(»ini»«nkMM«ffi betwaen th» soul and 
its G^Ay het^ween Mcth rnndi heavsn: and il 
sev¥e& at pace to parify the desir^ii) enlat^ tht 
uade9«taa4ta9> and exalt die atfsctiona; white it 
emsarea a vkk^ sftpplgr o£ hkeemg from abar^ 
Tim Wi a $au]pee of eennfort, wUch can nev^ be 
taken &oin us* We may ahnqrs pray. And 
we d»aU ftnd thai we are able to deriine strei^b 
and ai^tport from this «He«<^e, w)ien we are 
incapable of apprecMitiiig die Takie\of other 
sottfeee of consoiatiofi.. 

When oinr hea^rts are OTerwheliaed with grief, 
when the anguish of our souls is too grievous to 
be bomef and we are almost ready to curse the 
day of ew birth ; when ouc rnmds are restless^ 
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and disturbed bj eminttered retrospects, and 
fearful gloomy prospects ; when anxiety sweeps 
away erery other barrier that would oppose its 
progress, and we are left destitute of earthly 
hope, in the most trying, agitating moments, 
God is with us, and he can give us peace. To 
Him then we can go, and seeking his support 
and blessing, in confessing our sins and en- 
treating their pardon through Christ Jesus, in 
devoting ourselves entirely to him and submit^ 
ting our will to his, in holding communion with 
the Father of our spirits and reviewing the gen- 
tleness, kindness, and necessity of his dealings 
with us, in prayer and praise to him we shall 
obtain peace. The ray of divine light which 
emanates from the throne of omniscient love, in 
passing to the uplifted eye of humble confidence, 
though it may be refracted by the tear of sorrow, 
or dimmed by the morbid hue of despair, yet 
forms its characteristic image on the mind, and 
gradually leads the aching heart to composure 
and dependence upon God, to a quiet submission 
to his dispensations. 

The exercise of prayer has an amazing in- 
fluence in composing the agitated bosom. The 
heart which now throbs with the tumultuous 
heaving of a sorrow which Itnows no alleviation, 
will presently become calm ; it will look to God, 
and exclaim, ^* Thou dcmandest the heart, and 
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iwipe ^bcHi fllwlt Jiavi^, O ]Lord«'' Frayj^r buahiM^ 
tp c^gi9^ tbe cojai^ndii^: iiasskwi of humanity* 
'J^^ fear 4)f 6ai)« tJue tender^ai; lpv.e Icir Ui^ 
fsdatin^t X}w defypest aprr^w* aenre to load th^ 
jniiid jN» A GompasMPoata Father, Saviour, a«d 
$Aif|difi«(lf . Katber than Jirert it frpm him* Th^ 
ii^/9Ptiioo89 iiipt^ j^f wBnierinff oyer th^ de%r 
ln^ .olyecta of crwture nXtachmeot, and fixing 
/Ofi ^vory ^onii^iog circumstance, are led simply 
j(Q4bi9 JDeity, aod rest in bia goodneas and infini&e 
Im^fXf^T than on any thin; abort of an phie^ 
juit«^^inely glorious. 

4P];fl^€ar contTAbntea in a great degree to raiai^ 
Ibe «oiul from «iutb, to .engage the mind in 
flpiotufd fMirauils, and by rjepeated e^cermae tp 
iMr«Dgtben ftiith and love in a crucified Be^ 
deemer, and to elevate our bopea and proapepta 
to 'the .aalvation he baa a^compliahed, and the 
Ueasinga he has promiaed to those who foUpw 
turn Ihf ougfa evil and good report. Let ua then 
c^Mue boldly to a throne of grace, that we may 
b^ atreogthenfid and find grace to help in every 
tinie of need. Whatever we require for our 
dAJyjy ^^igenciea, and whatever extraordinary 
comfiirta our aituation demands, are all treaaured 
up in GSodf and our Saviour Jeaua Christ ; and 
are eoHimunicated to us in answer to fervent 
prayar, since for all these things will God be 
inquired of by the house of larael. It is by 

20 
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prayer that we hold commuiiion with God, and 
prefer our humble claim to the consolatiotis of 
his grace; that we gain immediate access to the 
Father, and are enabled to plead the fulfilment 
of his gracious promises in our peculiar cir- 
cumstances. And farther, when, in approaching 
God, we lay open our whole souls at the foot* 
stool of his mercy ; when we cast our burdens 
upon the Lord, and confess all our troubles to 
Him who is infinitely able and willing to advance 
our best interests; we feel peculiar composure 
from the assurance that he is entirely acquainted 
with our necessities, that he watches over our 
concerns with tender care, that he is able to 
succour, and will enable us to bear every trial; 
that he will purify us, accept us, and grant us 
his reviving presence. 

When we thus approach God, as our last and 
only refuge, we are earnestly concerned that 
our hearts may be animated with a fervent 
desire of seeking, loving, and worshipping him; 
that no unsanctified wish may present itself to 
our minds, in opposition to his will; that we 
may entertain the conviction, that all oi|:r com- 
forts are derived from him, and that our hearts 
may be animated with lively gratitude towards 
him. Thus we are kept active, are constantly 
reminded of our duty, and find that in serving 
God there is great delight. 
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It is, however, necessary that the heart shoald 
be warmed with a sense of its own immediate 
interest in the blessing it asks for; and that it 
should entertain exalted views of Jehovah's cha- 
racter as the father and the friend of his people : 
for, without some confidence in his goodness, 
some hope in his favour, the mind will be occu- * 
pied by a thousand cares, which will, disturb its 
attention, divert its views from heaven to earth, 
and fix its thoughts on self, rather than on its 
Creator and Preserver. This consideration will 
prevent our praying but with submission to the 
appointments of Omnipotence; and will fill us 
with a deep sense of our own ignorance and in- 
digence, accompanied with a conviction that our 
sufficiency is of God alone, a genuine confession 
of our sinfulness, and humble,, earnest petition ^ 
for pardon and acceptance. 

Prayer under affliction is a peculiar duty, 
and an evidence of our desire of living entirely 
to the glory of Grod. To the sincere exercise 
of this duty is annexed a promise of infinite and 
eternal good. ^^ Call upon me in the day of 
trouble., I will deliver thee, and thou shalt 
glorify me. Ask, and it shall be given you: 
seek, and ye shall find : knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you. He will fulfil the desire of 
them that fear him.*'* 

* Psa. 1. 15. Matt. vii. 7. Psa. cxlv. 19. 



ON THE SOVltOES OF CONSOLATIOIt. 

In our appt^etches to the tliroiie of God, we 
are tntournged by the pronkise of bis Spirit, wbo 
teacbetb uflr bow to ptay, Wbo iutercedeth for u^ 
witb groaniBga wbieb cannot be uttered ; and by 
the permission to present our petitions in fbe 
name and for the safce of Jesud Christ our Lord, 
whom God bath given to be our Modiafot, Ad- 
TOeate, and Intercessor; lliroi%fa whom, as our 
High Priest, we have access to God wkhin the 
vail ; who sprinkles our serriees with his atoning 
blood, and will finally present us Withottt spot 
or wrinkle, before the throne of bis glory, Wtth 
exceeding joy# 

Again: when we pnssent our petitions toGod^ 
and approach him with the sa^rifloiB of pMiiao 
and thanksgiving, we aebnowledgo our entire 
dependence upon him, and we commit ourselves 
and our concerns entitefy to iR» guidnnce^ dis- 
posal, and government. *• Is ovefy thing, by 
" prayer and suppheation^ let your reqaesfs be 
made known unto God^^ In so doing, the mind 
acquires confidence in his goodness, while at the 
same time it is rriieved from the cares and pe«w 
plexities of arranging its own concerns* The 
mourner leaves himself in the arms of an all- 
wise and eompassioaaie Saviour, and is happy. 
He enters into his closet in the dark seasott of 
afiliction, and having shut the door, he prays to 
his heavenly Father which is in secret, assured 



ttet: hjtei Father iriiMi«e«th> m neOnMf willimmrdl 
bupdpA^y. 

PrUjfer teaiehes ust sabniissidit* We fteay t<i 
be emiiUed to ;i^ld ousrselvee fd hi» unll ; thai hei' 
would govern u» ia the Way laoBt eondame to 
hk gforjr and oai" owar e^reBlasaBg good; tkat 
oiuf helu^» find tmnds may be reaeWed; that wa 
may knew aa other detor e thaai that ^i a«qiiie»* 
ceaoe ia hb disposal ; that we BMiy be fed by hii» 
Sptvit, to do whater^ he €fnjoifi«i, and carefallf 
to avoid whatever he disapproves i thai we may 
be relieved from excessive care about our pre. 
sent wel&ref and be brought to wait patieatly 
upon 6od» for the infinitely fHiperier UeMaiagci^ 
be hag to bestow; ' 

To those who bumbfy wait upon him« wittGod 
grant abundance in poverty, and eansfilatieii m 
the deepest affliction*^ FcMr^ though oar friendtl 
and dearest eomfertS' are stiatched away by 
death, yet God will net forsake us : he will aet 
despise the cry of the hili^bfe» centrite spirit, nor 
disappoint his prayer. He will draw us U> 
himseifi and will amply compensate the loss we 
have i^stained in others^ since he compvefaenda 
in himself every blessing ; since he sustains to 
his people the most eadearii^ relations, and will 
reveal to us the gracious wisdom of his designs, 
at that day when his kingdom will be fully 
manifested. Thus, in waiting upon God, there 
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is great reward, and in qommimion with him 
there is abundant consolation, and a good ho{)ey 
through grace, of an eternal: inheritance'with the 
saints in light. Thus has a wise and gracious 
Father provided the richest consolations for his 
suffering children, to support them in their dark- 
est hour, and to enable them to rejoice with joy 
unspeakaUe and full of glory, as they ap^Hroach 
nearer the termination of their pilgrimage. 
Thus is the name of the Lord a strong tower,, 
into which the righteous runneth and is safe. 

And now, my dear friend, having completed 
my design, and with the earnest prayer that the 
Author of bencTolence would smile on this 
kumble attempt, << I commend you to God, 
and to the word of his grace, which is able to 
build you up, and to give you an inheritance 
among all them which are sanctified. And now 
unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, 
and to present you faultless before the presence 
of his glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise 
God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion 
and power, both now and ever* Amen."* 

* Acts XX. 32: JiidaS4,25. 



THE END. 
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